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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Olympia, Washington 98504

May 5, 2016



TO:		Interested Parties

FROM:	John Wiesman, DrPH, MPH
		Secretary of Health

SUBJECT:	Task Force on Patient Out-of-Pocket Costs


This past session the Washington State Legislature passed SSB 6569, which charges the Department of Health (DOH) with convening a task force on Patient Out-of-Pocket Costs. As stipulated, the task force will focus on (a) evaluating factors that contribute to out-of-pocket costs for patients and (b) considering the health and economic impact of out-of-pocket patient costs both to patients and to the state. 
 
Under the terms of the bill, DOH will convene a task force of experts to help us best achieve the objectives set forth in the legislation. The ideal candidates will be those directly employed by organizations identified in the bill who are familiar with the issues that will be discussed, and who are prepared to contribute to a productive discussion of the issues. 

We’re now accepting letters of interest. Members of the task force will be asked to attend no more than four (4) half-day, in-person meetings in the Puget Sound region between July 1 and December 1, 2016. 

To be considered, please answer the questions on the following page and submit your responses via email to C4PA@doh.wa.gov by May 20, 2016. We intend to select member by May 26, 2016.  Shortly after participants are identified, we will set up a meeting schedule. 

Please forward this letter to others who might be interested. Thank you for your attention, and we look forward to hearing from you.

Attachment

cc:	Senator Annette Cleveland
	Representative Eileen Cody 






Washington State Department of Health
SSB 6569 Patient Out-of-Pocket Cost Task Force 
Applicant Information 


Background Information

Name: 
Contact Information: 
Agency/Organizational Affiliation: 

Applicant Questions

1. Why are you interested in becoming a member of this task force? How does participating in this task force relate to other work you are involved in? 
 
1. What specifically do you feel you would contribute to this task force? Please provide some examples of the types of policy ideas you might consider putting forward. 
 
1. Are you able to commit to attending all four in-person meetings between July 1st and December 1st of 2016? 
 
1. (Optional) Is there any other information you would like us to be aware of that we have not yet inquired about? 
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