
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PARTNERSHIP 
 
 

 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE AND OTHER HEALTH 
THREATS SUBGROUP  
 

 
The following questions are intended to help you prepare for the brainstorming session during our next 
subgroup meeting on 10/31/11.  If you have suggestions or comments before the meeting, please send 
them to Tracy Mikesell by 10/24/11. These are not intended to be all inclusive so do provide additional 
feedback if you feel that a topic is missing below. 
 
Under the second question is an example of what we would hope to accomplish at the meeting on October 
31st.  Overall, we’ll need 2 – 3 high level goals and hopefully have a good start on identifying objectives 
for each goal by the end of the meeting.    
 
We do expect that there will be more than 2 -3 goals out of the brainstorming session and we’ll need to 
prioritize them to decide what to move forward.   
 
IMMUNIZATIONS 

What are some best practices for assessing community immunization coverage?   
Should we aim for a specific assessment for a specific target group (like toddler coverage, school 
coverage, healthcare worked influenza coverage)?   
As in 5930, should we aim to increase immunization coverage and also the completeness of registry 
data?   
 
CAPACITY FOR COMMUNICABLE DISEASE SURVEILLANCE AND RESPONSE 

Is there a need to evaluate and streamline our communicable disease surveillance and response system? 
 
Example: 
Goal: People in Washington are protected from communicable diseases and other health threats.   
Potential Objectives:    

• Standardize public health’s response to communicable disease activities through a statewide 
communicable disease investigation handbook? 

• Review list of Notifiable Conditions to confirm value to public health system.  
 
INFORMATICS 

Is it time to plan for an updated and integrated communicable disease data collection system? 
Do we want to look for opportunities to use data from health information exchanges (HIE) to inform 
surveillance or better understand public health issues and conditions? 
 
Potential Objective: 
• Should we target the evaluation and treatment of Latent TB infection using a community HIE? 
 
RISK COMMUNICATIONS 

How do we need to improve public health communication? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
HEPATITIS C 

Should public health set a goal around addressing Hepatitis C? 

(This includes improved testing for hepatitis and treatment for hepatitis as well as prevention measures 
to control hepatitis C) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


