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Botulism Outbreak Confirmed in [NAME OF AREA]
[NAME OF CITY OR LOCATION] ( The [NAME OF LHJ] has received confirmation that the illness affecting the [NAME OF AREA] area is the intentional release of botulism bacteria. 
People who were not in the [NAME OF AREA] have an extremely low chance of exposure to the botulism bacteria. However, people who are experiencing symptoms of botulism should report directly to a hospital. 
Symptoms are blurred vision, difficulty swallowing, dry mouth and muscle weakness. 
Botulism is not contagious and cannot be passed on to others. Symptoms of botulism typically occur within a few hours to several days, depending on the amount of exposure to the released toxins.
Botulism can be treated with antitoxins and requires hospitalization. Medication has been distributed to emergency responders and hospital workers to help assure their ability to continue serving the needs of the public. Additional medication has been requested from the federal government to treat the general public. We ask that residents and visitors remain in the area so they can receive medication as it becomes available.

To help with possible hospital overcrowding, we are in the process of setting up alternate care centers and will provide information on the center locations as soon as possible. Every effort is being made to meet the medical needs of the community.
For more information and updates, access the [LHJ OR DOH AS APPLICABLE] Web site at: [WEB SITE ADDRESS]. We have also opened a toll-free hotline for general information at [PHONE NUMBER].
###
NOTE: The next press conference will take place later this afternoon in the [PLACE, ROOM].  The time will be announced.
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