DRAFT TEMPLATE
DRAFT TEMPLATE

	MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Add Logo of Health Jurisdiction]
	News Release


For immediate release:  September 12, 2007 

Contacts:
 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Contact 1 Name] MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Contact 1 Phone]

MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Contact 2 Name] MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Contact 2 Phone]
Health District Opens Alternate Care Centers
[NAME OF CITY OR LOCATION] ( To help with hospital overcrowding, the [NAME OF LHJ] has established several alternate care centers for those exposed or potentially exposed to the release of botulism bacteria.

Alternate care centers are located at [LIST ALTERNATE CARE CENTER LOCATIONS]. \
Botulism is not contagious and cannot be passed on to others. Symptoms of botulism typically occur within a few hours to several days, depending on the amount of exposure to the released toxins.

Symptoms of botulism are blurred vision, difficulty swallowing, dry mouth and muscle weakness. Those who feel they may have been exposed to the botulism bacteria because they were in [NAME OF AREA] [WHEN?] or because they are exhibiting symptoms of botulism exposure should report directly to the nearest hospital or alternate care center.

Public health personnel continue to work with law enforcement and other emergency response partners to investigate this incident. Additional resources to meet the needs of the public are being sent from neighboring counties, the state and federal partners.

The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have been notified and have distributed information to other states alerting them of the situation.

Public health staff and health care providers in other areas should be alert for symptoms of botulism and should take case histories to determine if their patients were in [NAME OF AREA] area on, or since [WHEN?].
For more information and updates, access the [LHJ OR DOH AS APPLICABLE] Web site at: [WEB SITE ADDRESS]. We have also opened a toll-free hotline for general information at [PHONE NUMBER].
###

NOTE: The next press conference will take place later this afternoon in the [PLACE, ROOM].  The time will be announced.







