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Botulism Update—Additional Alternate Care Centers Opened
[NAME OF CITY OR LOCATION] ( The [NAME OF LHJ] has opened [ENTER #] additional alternate care centers where the public can receive treatment for botulism. These sites are located at: [LIST ALTERNATE CARE CENTERS].
The original sites continue to operate at [LIST ALTERNATE CARE CENTERS]. 
We ask for the public’s cooperation at the alternate care centers. So far, approximately [ENTER #] people have received care through the centers. 

Those who feel they may have been exposed to the botulism bacteria because they were in [NAME OF AREA] [WHEN?] or because they are exhibiting symptoms of botulism exposure should report directly to the nearest hospital or alternate care center. 
Symptoms of botulism are blurred vision, difficulty swallowing, dry mouth and muscle weakness. Botulism is not contagious and cannot be passed on to others. Symptoms of botulism typically occur within a few hours to several days, depending on the amount of exposure to the released toxins.

People who were not at the release site ([NAME OF AREA] between [DATE] and [DATE]), have probably not been exposed.

For more information and updates, access the [LHJ OR DOH AS APPLICABLE] Web site at: [WEB SITE ADDRESS]. We have also opened a toll-free hotline for general information at [PHONE NUMBER].
###







