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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 07-20-076, filed 10/1/07, effective
11/1/07)

WAC 246-847-010 Definitions. The ((following terms)) definitions
in this section apply throughout this chapter ((and have the following
meanings:)) unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "Adapting environments for individuals with disabilities" in-
cludes assessing needs, identifying strategies, implementing and
training in the use of strategies, and evaluating outcomes. Occupa-
tional therapy focuses on the interaction of an individual's skills
and abilities, the features of the environment, and the demands and
purposes of activities.

(2) "Board" means the board of occupational therapy practice.
(3) "Clients" include patients, students, and those to whom occu-

pational therapy services are delivered.
(((3))) (4) "Client-related tasks" are routine tasks during which

the aide may interact with the client but does not act as a primary
service provider of occupational therapy services. The following fac-
tors must be present when an occupational therapist or occupational
therapy assistant delegates a selected client-related task to the
aide:

(a) The outcome anticipated for the delegated task is predicta-
ble;

(b) The situation of the client and the environment is stable and
will not require that judgment, interpretations, or adaptations be
made by the aide;

(c) The client has demonstrated some previous performance ability
in executing the task; and

(d) The task routine and process have been clearly established.
(((4))) (5) "Commonly accepted standards for the profession" in

RCW 18.59.040 (5)(b) and 18.59.070 shall mean having passed the Na-
tional Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy or its succes-
sor/predecessor organization, not having engaged in unprofessional
conduct or gross incompetency as established by the board in WAC
246-847-160 for conduct occurring prior to June 11, 1986, and as es-
tablished in RCW 18.130.180 for conduct occurring on or after June 11,
1986.

(((5))) (6) "Consultation" means that practitioners are expected
to function as consultants within the scope of practice appropriate to
their level of competence.

(((6))) (7) "Developing prevocational skills and play and avoca-
tional capabilities" also involves the scientifically based use of
purposeful activity.

(((7))) (8) "Direct supervision" as described in RCW 18.59.040(7)
means daily, in-person contact at the site where services are provided
by an occupational therapist licensed in the state of Washington.

(((8))) (9) "Evaluation" is the process of obtaining and inter-
preting data necessary for treatment, which includes, but is not limi-
ted to, planning for and documenting the evaluation process and re-
sults. The evaluation data may be gathered through record review, spe-
cific observation, interview, and the administration of data collec-
tion procedures, which include, but are not limited to, the use of
standardized tests, performance checklists, and activities and tasks
designed to evaluate specific performance abilities.

(((9))) (10) "In association" as described in RCW 18.59.040(7)
means practicing in a setting in which an occupational therapist li-
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censed in the state of Washington is available on the premises for su-
pervision, consultation, and assistance as needed to provide protec-
tion for the client's health, safety and welfare.

(((10))) (11) "Occupational therapy aide" means a person who is
trained by an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant
to perform client and nonclient related tasks. Occupational therapy
aides are not primary service providers of occupational therapy in any
practice setting. Occupational therapy aides do not provide skilled
occupational therapy services.

(((11))) (12) "Professional supervision" of an occupational ther-
apy aide as described in RCW 18.59.020(5) means in-person contact at
the treatment site by an occupational therapist or occupational thera-
py assistant licensed in the state of Washington. When client related
tasks are provided by an occupational therapy aide more than once a
week, professional supervision must occur at least weekly. When client
related tasks are provided by an occupational therapy aide once a week
or less, professional supervision must occur at least once every two
weeks.

(((12))) (13) "Regular consultation" as described in RCW
18.59.020(4) means in-person contact at least monthly by an occupa-
tional therapist licensed in the state of Washington with supervision
available as needed by other methods which include but are not limited
to phone and e-mail.

(((13))) (14) "Scientifically based use of purposeful activity"
is the treatment of individuals using established methodology based
upon the behavioral and biological sciences and includes the therapeu-
tic use of everyday life activities (occupations) with individuals or
groups for the purpose of participation in roles and situations in
home, school, workplace, community, and other settings. "Occupations"
are activities having unique meaning and purpose in an individual's
life.

(((14))) (15) "Teaching daily living skills" is the instruction
in daily living skills based upon the evaluation of all the components
of the individual's disability and the adaptation or treatment based
on the evaluation.

(((15))) (16) "Working days" in RCW 18.59.040(5) shall mean con-
secutive calendar days.

(((16))) (17) "Work site" in RCW 18.59.080 means the primary work
location.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 05-24-105, filed 12/7/05, effective
1/7/06)

WAC 246-847-065 Continued competency. ((As required in chapter
246-12 WAC, Part 7,)) Licensed occupational therapists and licensed
occupational therapy assistants must complete thirty hours of ((con-
tinuing education)) continued competency every two years.

(1) A minimum of twenty hours must be directly related to the
practice of occupational therapy as defined in RCW 18.59.020 and WAC
246-847-010.

((The)) (2) Any remaining ((ten)) hours may be in professional
development activities that enhance the practice of the licensed occu-
pational therapist or licensed occupational therapy assistant.
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(3) Beginning January 1, 2014, as part of their continued compe-
tency, occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants are
required to obtain at least three hours of training every six years in
suicide assessment as specified in WAC 246-847-066.

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, an occupational
therapist or occupational therapy assistant must complete the first
training required by this section during the first full continued com-
petency reporting period after January 1, 2014, or the first full con-
tinued competency reporting period after initial licensure, whichever
occurs later.

(b) An occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant
applying for initial licensure on or after January 1, 2014, may delay
completion of the first training required by this section for six
years after initial licensure if:

(i) He or she can demonstrate successful completion of a three-
hour training program in suicide assessment that was completed no more
than six years prior to the application for initial licensure; and

(ii) The training meets the qualifications listed in WAC
246-847-066.

(4) The thirty ((contact)) continued competency hours must be ob-
tained through two or more of the activities listed ((below)) in this
subsection. Documentation for all activities must include licensee's
name, date of activity, and number of hours. Additional specific docu-
mentation is defined below:

(((1))) (a) Continuing education course work. The required docu-
mentation for this activity is a certificate or documentation of at-
tendance.

(((2))) (b) In-service training. The required documentation for
this activity is a certificate or documentation of attendance.

(((3))) (c) Professional conference or workshop. The required
documentation for this activity is a certificate or documentation of
attendance.

(((4))) (d) Course work offered by an accredited college or uni-
versity, provided that the course work is taken after the licensee has
obtained a degree in occupational therapy, and the course work pro-
vides skills and knowledge beyond entry-level skills or knowledge. The
required documentation for this activity is a transcript.

(((5))) (e) Publications. The required documentation for this ac-
tivity is a copy of the publication.

(((6))) (f) Presentations. The required documentation for this
activity is a copy of the presentation or program listing. Any partic-
ular presentation may be reported only once per reporting period.

(((7))) (g) Interactive online courses. The required documenta-
tion for this activity is a certificate or documentation of comple-
tion.

(((8))) (h) Development of instructional materials incorporating
alternative media such as: Video, audio and/or software programs to
advance professional skills of others. The required documentation for
this activity is a program description. The media/software materials
must be available if requested during audit process.

(((9))) (i) Professional manuscript review. The required documen-
tation for this activity is a letter from publishing organization ver-
ifying review of manuscript. A maximum of ten hours is allowed per re-
porting period for this category.

(((10))) (j) Guest lecturer for occupational therapy related aca-
demic course work (academia not primary role). The required documenta-
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tion for this activity is a letter or other documentation from in-
structor.

(((11))) (k) Serving on a professional board, committee, disci-
plinary panel, or association. The required documentation for this ac-
tivity is a letter or other documentation from the organization. A
maximum of ten hours is allowed per reporting period for this catego-
ry.

(((12))) (l) Self-study of cassette, tape, video tape, or other
multimedia device, or book. The required documentation for this activ-
ity is a two page synopsis of each item written by the licensee. A
maximum of ten hours is allowed per reporting period for this catego-
ry.

(((13))) (m) Level II fieldwork direct supervision of an occupa-
tional therapy student or occupational therapy assistant student by
site designated supervisor(s). The required documentation for this ac-
tivity is a name of student(s), letter of verification from school,
and dates of fieldwork. A maximum of ten hours per supervisor is al-
lowed per reporting period for this category.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-847-066 Suicide assessment training standards. (1) A
qualifying training in suicide assessment must:

(a) Be an empirically supported training in suicide assessment
that includes risk assessment, screening, and referral;

(b) Be provided by a single provider and must be at least three
hours in length which may be provided in one or more sessions.

(2) The hours spent completing a training program in suicide as-
sessment under this section count toward meeting any applicable con-
tinued competency requirements.

(3) Nothing in this section is intended to expand or limit the
occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant scope of
practice.
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