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Good morning. My name is Greg Eberhart. I am a cardiologist and the Medical Director of 

Franciscan Heart Center's Carclio Vascular Service Line. Before maldng brief comments, I want 

to thank the Department of Healtl1 for reviewing our petition and agreeing to enter into 

rulemaldng and considering access in elective PCI CN reviews. By way of background, CHI 

Franciscan operates 7 hospitals; 2 of which operate PCI with open heart. One operates a CN 

approved elective PCI program and 2 others operate emergency only PCI programs. 

While we are fully supportiv,e and agree that the clinical evidence suggests that the entry 

threshold should be reduced from 300 to 200, we. also remind the Department that the very same 

literature states that in some communities access is a factor and that Programs in these 

communities can, and in many instances, should operate programs even if those p rograms cannot 

achieve a 200 annual caseload. 

Importantly, at CHI Franciscan, we are confident that our two hospitals-both of which have 

unique and very real access issues, would achieve and sust.ain a 200 threshold. The issue is tlmt, 

due to problems with tl1e methodology, neither of our communities can demonstrate need. 

Let me give you some relevant background about one of these hospitals-Highline Medical 

Center--to help inform our rationale. 

( 

a. Highline Medical Center is located in South King County-most people in the room are 

probably familiar with the socioeconomic and health disparities that exist in Highline's 

service area compared to the rest of King County. For purposes of PCI, Highline is 

located in a Planning Area that includes all of the regional downtown providers; many of 

whom treat patients from all over Washington State and even from adjacent states. 

Because the methodology only looks at resident need, and not patient migration, this 

planning area has, and will continue to have a significant surplus of PCI providers. As 
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