
POLICY: PATIENT ADMISSIONS

POLICY SUMMARY/INTENT:
It is the desire of the hospital to serve all patients who present themselves for treatment without regard to 
age, race, color, creed, ethnicity, religion, national origin, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, disability, veteran or military status, or any other basis prohibited by federal, state, or 
local law.

AFFECTED DEPARTMENTS/SERVICES:
All departments or services of Walla Walla General Hospital

POLICY: COMPLIANCE - KEY ELEMENTS

A. Policy 

1. The hospital is free from discrimination based on age, race, color, creed, ethnicity, religion, 
national origin, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disability, 
veteran or military status, or any other basis prohibited by federal, state, or local law. 

2. All patients must be admitted to the hospital by a staff physician, except those patients who 
present themselves in an emergent situation, in which case the hospital appoints a physician to 
provide services to the patient. 

3. The medical needs of the patient are to take priority over the need to acquire financial 
information for all patients who present themselves to the hospital. 

4. The hospital admits and treats only those patients who have provided the appropriate consent for 
such admission and treatment except those patients who present themselves in an emergent 
situation and are unable to provide a consent. 

5. Patients will be admitted by the usual procedure through the admitting office. 

a. Patients may be admitted directly to a specific nursing unit after notification to admitting 
office, if the patients medical condition warrants a direct admission. 

b. Patients are to be admitted to a specific unit for the evaluation and treatment of their 
medical conditions. 

6. If the patient's condition warrants treatment not available at Walla Walla General Hospital, they 
may be transferred to another care unit or facility within or outside the local area. The 
determination as to the need for transfer is made by the physician or physicians involved in the 
patient's care. 

a. Patients with the following medical/surgical interventions may possibly be recommended 
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for transfer to other facilities: 

1. Acute neurosurgical disorders 

2. Intensive burns 

3. Massive radioactive contamination 

4. Cardiac surgeries 

5. Transplant surgeries 

6. Others as directed by Medical Staff 

Paper copies of this document may not be current and should not be relied on for official purposes. The current 
version is in Lucidoc at

https://www.lucidoc.com/cgi/doc-gw.pl?ref=ahwwgh:10322.
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