
Child Passenger Safety 
Awareness 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Traveling Safely: 
It’s a five-step process 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part 1 – Child Passenger Safety Awareness Training 



Child Passenger Safety Pre-Quiz 
 
 
 
 

1. About how many years should children ride in booster 
seats? 
A. 4 years B. 6 years C. 8 years D. 10 years E. Until the seat belt fits 

 
 

2. How long should children ride rear-facing? 
 

A. 1 year B. 1 year and 20 lbs. C. Until 20 lbs. 
D. At least 2 years E. As long as possible 

 

 

3. When installing a car seat, you should read: 
 

A. Car seat instructions B. vehicle owner’s manual 

C. both A and B D. none of the above 
 

 

4. How tight should harness straps be: 
 

A. As tight as you can get B. Snug C. Loose 



 
 
 
 
 

Taking this online training DOESN’T certify someone 
to be a child passenger safety technician nor does it 
qualify anyone to teach child passenger safety 
training. 

 
 
 

It is basic training to raise awareness and enhance 
personal skills. 



Why Are YOU Here? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

o amo  nt of bribing will get 

)IOU   ch"ld to fdC    front. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It takes   5 minutes for your 

'h ld to evelook at the" seat, 
Short of karate-.choppii'}Q your kid,. 

mete's little )lOY carl do. 
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Why Attend This Course? 
 

 

• Car seat checks address use of Child Restraints 
for a single child not one used for many 
children 

 

• Hospital-based courses focus on newborns 
 

• CPS Certification Course is 3 to 4 days long 
 

• Awareness education needed by: 
 

– childcare providers 
 

– DSHS, foster care and other transporters 
 

– fire, EMS, law enforcement and others 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

8 out of 10 
 

car seats 

are 

misused 
Source: Safe Kids Worldwide 



Injury Prevention 
 
 
 
 

 

“If a disease were killing our children at the 
rate unintentional injuries are, the public 
would be outraged and demand that this 
killer be stopped.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

C. Everett Koop, M.D., Sc.D. 

former U.S. Surgeon General 



Let’s Talk Crash Forces 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weight X Speed = 
Restraining Force 



Restrained vs. Unrestrained 
 

 

 



How Child Restraints Protect 
 

 

• Keeps child in 
the vehicle 

 

• Contacts the strongest parts 
of the body 

 

• Spread forces over a wide 
area of the body 

 

• Helps the body to 
slow down 

 

• Protects the brain and spinal 
cord 



 

You Can’t Survive Every Crash 
 

• Some crashes are so violent that even properly 
restrained occupants are injured or killed 

 

• Many factors determine injury outcome (size, 
weight, and speed) 

 

• Proper restraint provides the best chance of 
survival 



Manuals Are Your Best Friend 
 

 
 

VEHICLE OWNER’S MANUAL 
Essential to determine how 
and where to install child 
seats. 

 
 
 

CAR SEAT MANUAL 
Essential when installing 
seats and should be 
consulted at all times. 

 
 
 

Available for download 
from manufacturer’s 
websites. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

*all of this for: 
Any locked position in vehicle 



Installation - The Basics 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Vehicle seat must 
face forward 

 

• Seat must be 
fastened tightly 
into the vehicle 

 

• Child must be 
buckled snugly 
into the seat 



Installation Factors - Location 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Consider: 
 
 
 
 

• Needs of the family 
 
 
 

• Back seat ideal 
 
 

 

•  Location of 
airbags 



Installation – Will You Use 
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• Vehicle seat belt 
• Lap only 
• Lap/shoulder 

 

• Lower anchors 
And Tethers 
for CHildren 

 

 
 

• Tether and 
lower anchor 
weight limits 
vary 



Installation – Seat Belt Systems 
 

 
 
 

 

• Seat belt types 
-Lap only 
-Lap-shoulder 

 

• Pre-crash locking 
 

-Retractor 
 

-Latchplate 
 

-Locking Clip 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Installation – LATCH 
 
 
 

• Lower Anchors and Tethers for CHildren 
• Lower anchors are found in seat “bight.” 
• Tether anchors are usually just for forward-facing 

use. 
 
 

 

Lower Anchor Tether Anchor 



 

Installation - Things to Consider 
 

 
 
 

• Facing correct direction? 
 

• Seat belt or LATCH system? 

– Routed through correct belt path? 

– If using LATCH, is seat attached to correct lower anchors? 
 

• Is seat snug? 
 

 
 

• Is seat belt locked/fastened? or, 

Does it need a locking clip? 

 

• If forward-facing seat, are you using the tether? 



 

 

Installation – Are You 
Using the Seat Correctly? 

 

 

Is child correctly buckled into the child restraint? 
• Are correct harness slots being used? 
• Are harness straps snug? 
• Is harness retainer clip at armpit level? 
• Do harness straps lie flat? 
• Has extra padding been avoided? 

 
 
 

Answers to these questions is in Part 2 of this training. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please see Part 2: Child Passenger Safety 
Awareness Training on this webpage for the 

remainder of this training. 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/InjuryandViolencePrevention/Resources
http://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/InjuryandViolencePrevention/Resources

