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Computed Tomography Issue Submittal Form

The Department of Health is developing rules for Computed Tomography (CT). In order for proposals to be considered by the CT Advisory Committee, each proposal must be submitted using this form and include a compelling public health reason for the change. Issues raised during meetings do not need to be submitted on an Issue Submittal Form. Proposals must be received by the Department of Health no later than 2 weeks prior to meeting.
ONE ISSUE PER FORM
[bookmark: Check9]|_|	WAC 246-226-001 Authority
[bookmark: Check2]|_|	WAC 246-226-005 Purpose and scope
[bookmark: Check3]|_|	WAC 246-226-010 Definitions, abbreviations, and acronyms
[bookmark: Check4]|_|	WAC 246-226-020 Requirements for equipment
[bookmark: Check5]|_|	WAC 246-226-030 Facility design requirements
[bookmark: Check6]|_|	WAC 246-226-040 CT Facility accreditation
X	WAC 246-226-050 Operating procedures and conditions of operation
|_|	WAC 246-226-060 Dose limits
|_|	WAC 246-226-070 Required notification of a CT adverse health event
|_|	WAC 246-226-080 CT personnel qualifications
|_|	WAC 246-226-090 Periodic CT performance evaluations and quality control
|_|	WAC 246-226-100 Required records and reports
|_|	WAC 246-226-110 Requirements for low power (5 kW or less) CT scanners and conebeam scanners
|_|	WAC 246-226-120 Requirements for positron emission tomography (PET/CT) or single photon emission computed tomography (SPECT/CT) systems
|_|	WAC 246-226-130 Requirements for CT simulators used exclusively for treatment planning purposes in conjunction with a megavoltage radiation therapy unit
[bookmark: Check8]|_|	Other category

Description of Concern (cite subsection as appropriate):
The current proposed regulation allows the possibility of a person such as CT technologist to review the CT protocol in addition to the medical physicist, whereas the doctor most responsible for the CT imaging should always be one of the reviewers. The current draft of the proposed CT regulations read: 

(5)(a) “…The scan parameter review shall be conducted by the medical physicist and at least one of the following facility staff: the lead CT interpreting physician/supervising physician, CT medical director, or lead CT technologist…Written and signed documentation of this 12-month review shall be made and kept available for inspection for each CT unit at the facility.”

(5)(b)”…Once approved, the parameters should be recorded and guidelines of variability established.  The limits of the variability range shall be approved by the lead CT technologist or lead CT interpreting/supervising CT physician. Technologists are permitted to adjust technical parameters for any given patient study as long as they remain within the approved limits of variability. Any permanent changes in scan parameters shall be documented and approved by the lead interpreting/supervising CT physician with signature and date of approval.

(5)(d) “…as determined by the lead CT interpreting/supervising physician.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
(5)(f)   “…without the approval of the lead CT interpreting physician, the lead CT technologist or the medical physicist.”

Description of Solution (cite subsection as appropriate):
(5)(a) “…The scan parameter review shall be conducted by the medical physicist and the lead CT interpreting physician...A document of this protocol review signed and a dated by the lead CT interpreting physician shall be made and kept available for inspection for each CT unit at the facility…”

(5)(b) ”…Once approved, the parameters should be recorded and guidelines of variability established.  The limits of the variability range shall be approved by the lead CT interpreting physician. Technologists are permitted to adjust technical parameters for any given patient study as long as they remain within the approved limits of variability. Any permanent changes in scan parameters shall be documented and approved by the lead interpreting CT physician with signature and date of approval.

(5)(d) “…as determined by the lead CT interpreting physician.”

(5)(f) “…without the approval of the lead CT interpreting physician, or the medical physicist”

Public Health Significance:
Having the medical physicist and the CT lead interpreting physician reviewing the CT protocols and signing the document of the review would more consistently assure that the best experts have evaluated the CT imaging. 

Potential Costs (Licensees or Department):
Should cause no additional costs.

Submitted By: Scott Mantyla, DOH X-ray Inspector


Return completed form to: Michelle K. Austin, Rules Coordinator, michelle.austin@doh.wa.gov 
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