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Computed Tomography (CT) Rule Making Advisory Committee 
July 11, 2014 

 
Committee Members  = Present 
Radiologic Technologists 

 Chuck Cromwell Group Health Cooperative 

 Chris McIntire Meridian Pavilion 

 Tamara Sloan Providence, St Mary Medical Center, Walla Walla 
Radiology Manager 

 Marcy Parsons Group Health Cooperative 

 Bart Thompson Good Samaritan Hospital 

 Angela  Steinbach Inland Imaging 

Rural Hospitals 

 Steven B. Schindler Providence Stevens County Ministries 

 Joy Iverson Summit Pacific Medical Center 
Medical Doctors 

 Marie Lee Virginia Mason Clinic Dept Radiology 

 Jonathan Medverd Washington State Radiological Society 

 William P. Shuman University of Washington 

 Jonathan Swanson Seattle Children’s Hospital 

Medical Physicists 

 Jeremy L. Corwin Corwin Health Physics Inc 

 John Gough Swedish Medical Center 

 Kalpana M Kanal University of Washington 

 Larry Neubauer Neubauer Medical Physics 

 Gene Wollan Health Physics Northwest 
Mobile CT 

 John Connolly Alliance Imaging 
Hospital Administrators 

 Ian Corbridge Washington State Hospital Association 

 Jennifer Brown Seattle Cancer Care Alliance 

 Mark Kochan Evergreen Health 

 Diane Patterson Yakima Valley Memorial Hospital 

 Jim Sapienza MultiCare Health Systems 
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Department of Health Staff 

Vicki Bouvier Scott Mantyla 
Sarah Clark Daniel Van Gent 
Randi Lisle Susan Gragg 
Richard Montemarano  

 
Guests 
• Eric Hooper, MultiCare, Physicist 
• Bette Drescher, Group Health, Radiology Manager 
• Chelene Whiteaker, Washington State Hospital Association, Director 

 
I. Welcome and objective for the day 

a. Due to an error with a new e-mail system the department just had implemented at the 
beginning of the year, some content discussed at the November 15, 2013 meeting is not 
added to the current version of the draft rule language. Vicki, Dan, Richard and Michelle 
with DOH will redraft the rule language with the missing content along with any content 
changes discussed at this meeting.  

 
II. Review and approve of September 30, 2013 meeting minutes 

a. DOH will send the advisory committee the meeting minutes from the November 15, 2013 
meeting. 

 
III. Updates 

a. Richard Montemarano, Health Physicist for X-Ray Section, is the newly appointed lead 
for this rule making.  

b. DOH will redo the draft rule language with all comments and recommendations from 
November 15, 2013 meeting that were missed.  

c. Vicki and Dan met with multiple attorneys to discuss all options for requiring personnel 
qualifications. X-Ray does not have statue authority to require personnel qualifications in 
this WAC chapter. Vicki informed the advisory group that if this is something we or they 
want to see put into rule text, either DOH or outside parties will have to take it to the 
legislature’s office. If DOH were to pursue this, we would have to show supporting 
evidence. Outside parties would need to put in a request (Sunrise Review) for the 
personnel qualifications. The advisory group asked if DOH, at this time, can put strong 
recommendations in the current draft rule language. DOH will redo the language to reflect 
the ACR recommendations and reference AART(CT) certification (or under supervision) 
and get feedback from the advisory group’s response is at the October meeting.  
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IV. DOH Issue Submittal Forms 
a. WAC 246-226-050, Operating procedures and conditions of operation: 

This submittal is being put on hold until the missing content is added to the draft rule 
language. Once this is complete, DOH and the advisory group will address it again to see 
if the submittal is still valid or needs to be rewritten.  

b. WAC 246-226-110, Low power (5 kW or less) CT x-ray systems and conebeam scanners: 
The advisory committee agrees to the changes. 

c. WAC 246-226-140, Mobile CT x-ray systems used only for head and neck imaging: 
The advisory committee agrees to the changes. 
 

V. Questions to the Advisory Committee 
a. WAC 246-226-060, Deterministic injurious health effects reporting: 

The advisory group would like DOH to add intent as to why we are adding this rule 
language and to make already drafted rule text more clear as to what DOH is requiring. 
Advisory group recommendations: 

• Add to title: Required Notification of Inadvertent Deterministic Injurious Health 
Effect 

• Section 1, a, i- Advisory group agrees to keep the 1500 mGy. 
• Section 1- keep the reporting within 5 days of event, but add DOH will investigate 

within 30 days of receiving the notification. Clarify what information is needed in 
the phone call or include reporting guidelines.  

• Section 1, a- add OR between parts i and ii.   
b. WAC 246-226-070 (3) – (6), Personnel Qualifications- medical physicist: 

The advisory group agrees that a majority of the language refers to Medical Physicists and 
not to Health Physicists. The advisory group would like to add RA’s to this section.  

c. Mammography-existing requirements in WAC 246-225-160 reference FDA requirements: 
The advisory group and DOH agrees that Mammography does not need to be included 
into the rule language.  
 

VI. Other comments and issues 
a. Richard Montemarano asked to discuss the requirements for control barriers on portable 

units, WAC 246-226-030 (4 & 5). As defined in WAC 246-225-010 (108) Mobile 
machines are a unit mounted on a permanent base with wheels and /or casters for moving 
while completely assembled, portable machines are defined as a unit that is designed to be 
hand-carried, and stationary machines are defined as a unit which is installed in a fixed 
location.  WAC 246-226-010 currently does not have a finished definition for mobile 
(based on the latest handout) and has no definition for portable.  During this meeting, the 
advisory group was under the impression that CT mobile is defined as a unit permanently 
installed in a van or truck and CT portable is defined as a CT unit on casters that moves 
from room to room.  Richard agreed with the advisory group and wanted to confirm that 
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they all understand under this section, that a shielding barrier will only be required for the 
portable units, not mobile, and a Plan Review will need to be submitted. Advisory group 
recommendations: 

• Mobile units cannot be treated as a stationary installation. DOH needs to separate 
mobile and portable units in this section and clearly define each in the definitions.  

• The group agrees that for a facility, if possible, to have some form of shielding (i.e. 
lead glass) if a portable unit is being used in one room continuously.  

b. Richard Montemarano asked to discuss WAC 246-226-030 (3), should grandfathering 
existing machines from the scatter surveys be included? Richard noted that content 
regarding this from previous discussions by the department, is also missing from the 
current draft rule language. Draft rule language from the November 15, 2013 meeting does 
not include grandfathering existing machines, but that existing machines would still be 
required the scatter surveys. Advisory group recommendations: 

• The group would like to see the new language added to the upcoming draft rule 
language. DOH will highlight the content so everyone can see what is required.  

• The advisory group agrees that initial testing upon installation will be done by the 
physicist.  

• Based off the latest version of draft rule language, the advisory group recommends 
rewording this section to read: “If there is a change in radiation hazard, the 
registrant must resubmit a shielding plan.” 
 

VII. Next steps 
a. Next meeting: 

i. The advisory group requests that they receive meeting materials at least one month in 
advance for review.  

ii. The advisory group would like for DOH to add the certified RT list by county done 
by HSQA to the website.  


