
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Drinking Water Advisory Group Meeting 

March 7, 2016 
 

Agenda Item Notes 
Mike Means 
Opening Comments 

• Personnel Changes in Office of Drinking Water 
 Clark Halverson has assumed duties as Assistant Secretary 

for Environmental Public Health 
 Mike Means is now Acting Director 
 Scott Torpie is now the Acting Deputy Director of 

Operations 
 Erika Schwender assumes duties as Deputy Director 

Central Services on March 16, 2016 
 John Aden is retiring and Jacqui Brown Miller is currently 

training to replace him as Compliance and Enforcement 
Coordinator 

 Arlene Hyatt assumes duties as Capacity Development 
Coordinator on March 16, 2016 

 Greg McKnight assumes duties as Emergency Response 
Planner / Legislative Coordinator  on March 16, 2016 

 Elizabeth Hyde assumes duties in Communications and 
Outreach on March 16, 2016 

Legislative and 
Rule-making 
updates 

• ODW is tracking eight bills. We support three of the 
bills, we’re neutral on four bills, and oppose one. 
 SB 6589: Concerning a feasibility study to examine 

whether water storage would provide non-interruptible 
water resources to user of permit exempt wells.  This bill 
passed the Senate, now in House. ODW supports this bill. 

 SHB 2357: Concerning the Authority of the Pollution 
Liability Insurance Agency.  This bill has passed both the 
House and Senate, and awaiting the Signature of the 
Governor.  ODW is supporting this bill. 

 HB 2856: Establishing the Office of Chehalis River Basin 
Flood Risk Reduction. This bill has passed the House and 
is in the Senate.  ODW is neutral on this bill. 

 2SHB 2061: Group B Water systems.  This bill has passed 
both the House and the Senate and waiting the Signature 
of the Governor.  ODW opposes this bill. 

 SB 5251: Transfer of DWSRF loan administration from 
Commerce to DOH. This bill has passed both the House 



 
and Senate and is waiting for the Governor’s Signature.  
ODW supports this bill. 

 SSB 6284: Preventing water-sewer districts from 
prohibiting multipurpose fire sprinkler systems.  This bill 
has passed both the House and Senate and is waiting for 
the Governor’s Signature.  ODW is neutral on this bill. 

 SB 6513: Concerning Reservations of Water.  This bill 
has passed both the House and Senate and is waiting for 
the Governor’s Signature. ODW is neutral on this bill. 

 SB 6179: Concerning Water Banking.  This bill has 
passed both the House and the Senate and is waiting on 
the Governor’s Signature.  ODW is neutral on this bill. 

Brian Walsh 
Update 

• Four Rules currently under work for this coming year: 
 DWSRF Rule: Setting aside $1.4 million for emergency 

funding 
 Fluoride Rule: Lowering the required levels of Fluoride to 

.7 mg/l.  
 Work on Group A Rule, including the Revised Total 

Coliform Rule, continues. 
• The Drinking Water Certified Lab rule is on hold. 

Lead discussion See Attached handouts 
Future DWAG 
Suggestions 

• Current Topics 
• Fluoride 
• DWSRF 
• Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) 
• Implementation of Revised Total Coliform Rue (RTCR) 
• Drinking water process of State Revolving Fund (SRF)  
• Pilot efforts of ODW and the state of the pilot 
• Ginny Stern update on Underground Injection near 

drinking water sites 
• Legislative Updates and how they will affect you 
• Sanitary Survey process Updates 

Future Meetings • Next meeting will be June 6, 2016 
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