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The Washington Association of Sewer & 
Water Districts is a nonprofit 
corporation organized and operating 
under Chapter 24.03 RCW. It is a tax-
exempt business league organized and 
operated primarily to provide services 
to its members under Section 501(c)(6) 
of the Internal Revenue Code.  

*



• 91 Water-Sewer Districts 

• 115 Associate Members involved in the 
water and wastewater industry, 
including: Engineers, Lawyers, 
Accountants, Architects, Financial 
Analysts, Hydrogeologists, 
Manufacturers, IT Companies, Suppliers, 
Water Associations, Insurers, and others 

*



*

Our mission is to advance 
the work of water and sewer 
districts through education, 
advocacy, and collaboration.  



*

 Collaboration: We believe we work better when 
we work together. 

 Communication: We believe we are all 
responsible for communicating in an open, 
respectful, and candid manner. 

 Resourcefulness: We believe in using common 
sense, creativity, and persistence when striving 
to meet the needs of our stakeholders. 

 Stewardship: We believe in supporting our 
stakeholders as they strive to be good stewards 
of their resources and the environment. 



*
*Board of Directors 

*Government Relations 

*Conference & Training 

*Finance 

*Strategic Planning 

*Small District 

*Section Meetings  

 

 



*

*Educate 
*Advocate 
*Collaborate 

 



*
*Conferences with certified continuing education classes for 
personnel, sessions on timely topics for commissioners, 
presentations by consultants and suppliers 

*Workshops designed to help electeds better understand their 
roles and responsibilities 

*Webinars on topics important to districts, such as construction 
bidding and contracting, system resiliency in seismic events, 
health care reform, developer extension agreements, Open 
Public Meetings Act, intergovernmental purchasing, contractual 
indemnity, finding project funding 

 

 

 



*

*In-house lawyers available to answer questions 
about the Public Records Act, Open Public 
Meetings Act, Bid Laws, and other legal matters 
routinely facing districts 

*In-house expertise on public works matters 

*Specialized water and sewer district document 
database, as well as other municipal documents 

*Legal resources, including case law, statutes, and 
regulations 



*
*Lobbyists: Joe Daniels & Scott Hazlegrove 

*Regulatory Liaison: Clair Olivers 

*Coordination with other associations, 
including WWUC 

*LobbyGov 

*Member updates 

*Action alerts 



*
 

*Amicus brief in Wenatchee v. Chelan 
County PUD case involving right of city to 
impose utility tax 

*Contributing  to cost of amicus brief in 
DOE v. Wahkiamum County biosolids case 

*Retained counsel to advise WASWD on 
implications of Swinomish case and 
possible legislative solutions 

*Attorney meetings 

 



*
*Providing opportunities for members to network, share 
knowledge, and collaboratively respond to industry needs 

*WWUC, including Legislation Committee 

*Small Systems Workshops: partnering with DOH, WPUDA, 
ERWOW, RCAC, MRSC, SAO, Department of Commerce 

*PWB, including Management Accreditation Certificate  

*PWTF Stakeholders Group 

*Participation in Center for Sustainable Infrastructure  

*Oregon Association of Clean Water Agencies: Regional 
Water Quality Standards Group 

 

 



*
*Answering questions or finding 
someone who can 

*Job postings 

*Surplus equipment postings 

*New website with real time calendar 

*Pipeline  



*

*Rebate of L&I premiums for 
participating members, including 
associate members 

*All members with positive safety 
records are eligible 
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