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After you download the Request for Application (RFA) from the Department of Health website located at http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/SourceWater/LocalAssistanceGrantProgram  please send your name, address, e-mail address and telephone number to the RFA Coordinator in order for your organization to receive any RFA amendments or bidder questions/Department of Health answers.   

PROJECT TITLE:  Source Water Protection Local Assistance Grant 

SUBMITTAL DUE DATE:  Year-Round

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY:  CONTENTS OF THE REQUEST FOR APPLICATION: This RFA is open to those applicants that satisfy the minimum qualifications stated herein and that are available for work in Washington State. 
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INTRODUCTION

1.1	PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this Request for Application (RFA) is to provide financial assistance to water systems and local governments for Group A source water protection.
1.2	OBJECTIVE
The fundamental goal of source water protection is to prevent contamination from entering sources of public drinking water. These funds are available to support drinking water protection projects that lead to a reduced risk or contamination concentration within a source water protection area.

Source water protection applies to all public water supply systems and is based on requirements in the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and authorities granted to the Washington State Department of Health by the state legislature. 

1.3	MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
APPLICANTS must be a non-profit Group A water system with a completed source water susceptibility assessment (SA) or watershed microbial risk rating (WMRR) or  local government proposing a regional project are eligible for funds.  

Responding entities who do not meet the minimum qualifications will be rejected as non-responsive and will not receive further consideration. Any proposal that is rejected as non-responsive will not be evaluated or scored.

1.4	GENERAL PROJECT REQUIREMENTS
The following requirements apply to all projects:
· Projects must focus on protection of drinking water sources, not operation and maintenance of the system or water treatment.
· All work, deliverables, and invoices must be submitted and approved prior to August 31, 2016. 
· Grant recipients will be required to complete quarterly reports until project completion. A final report and photos of completed projects may be required prior to final payment. Other deliverables may be required depending on project type. Ten percent of the total grant will be withheld until all deliverables are received and approved.  
· Quarterly reports will consist of: 
· A summary of costs attributed to preforming each work item. 
· A summary of the contribution a recipient makes to the award – referred to as cost-share. 
· A narrative report of activities that occurred during the quarter. 
· Although local match is not required, it is encouraged, and projects with local match will receive additional points during scoring. Match can be in the form of in-kind contributions (activities or services provided by the applicant), cash contributions, or a combination.
· A final report that discusses the results of the work identified in the grant application and photos of completed projects may be required upon final payment. Other deliverables may be required depending on project type. 
1.5	ELIGIBLE PROJECTS 
A source water protection competitive grant is intended to support drinking water protection activities. Projects should result in long term-benefit to source water quality. Both multi- and single-jurisdictional projects are eligible for these funds. 

The following is a list of eligible projects:

Enhanced Delineation
· Complete, update, or refine the drinking water source assessment delineation using new or additional site specific information as part of a more comprehensive protection strategy. 
Enhanced Assessment
· Improve existing potential contaminant source inventories by expanding or updating the inventory of land use or existing and potential point and non-point contaminant sources. 
· Establish a water quality monitoring project to evaluate existing and potential threats to water quality, including evaluating and prioritizing potential threats (or protection activities) based upon new or more detailed information (hydro evaluation). 
Source Protection Planning
Planning documents that identify appropriate protection measures, which when implemented, would result in reduced risk to a drinking water source(s), such as:
· Comprehensive source water protection plan.
· Educational materials and projects.
· Best Management Practices (BMPs) plans for reducing pollutants that directly impact a drinking water source.
· Development of local source water protection ordinances.
· Development of restoration or conservation plans that intend to improve source water quality. 
· Evaluation of source catchment areas for future easement or land acquisition.
· Evaluation of replacing surface water source with protected groundwater source.
· Evaluation of a source with a known contaminant that exceeds the trigger level or federal established lifetime health advisory level. 
· Local governments (counties, cities, incorporated towns, and special purpose districts) may use these funds to carry out source water protection projects to better protect Group A sources.
Implementation
Eligible activities will reduce risks within the source water area or contribute to a reduction of contaminant concentration within the drinking water source(s), such as: 
· BMP projects that reduce pesticide application rates and loadings in source water protection area. 
· Closure of high-risk abandoned or unused (private or irrigation) wells close to a supply well.
· Projects for reforestation or replanting in sensitive or riparian areas. 
· Installation of signs at boundary zones or protection areas. 
· Projects to decommission onsite septic systems and connect homes to existing sewer lines, address a water quality issue or sanitary control area violation. 
· Seismic spill prevention or inspection project in proximate areas for high-risk sources. 
· Properly decommission inadequately constructed private wells within the source water protection area one-year time of travel. 
· Structures to divert contaminated stormwater runoff affecting the source water protection area. 
· Installation of fencing to protect sensitive riparian source water protection areas. 
· Implementation of pollution prevention or waste reduction projects identified in an approved source water protection plan. 
· Restoration and/or conservation projects within the drinking water source water protection area. 
· Development of conservation easements to protect sensitive source water protection areas. 
· Implement of a drinking water source protection ordinance (municipality).
· Establish management plans for easements or lands purchased within source water protection areas. 
· Set up Ecosystem Services project in watershed to fund preservation areas. 
· Develop educational flyers/brochures for purposes of public education. 
· Studies to evaluate long term quality or quantity of a regional or local supply. 
· Negotiations for future land purchases of source water protection areas. 
Security
Projects would implement certain security measures, to reduce the risk of contamination to the source water protection area or intake/well, such as: 
· Fencing around sensitive areas near wells (SCA) or surface water intakes.
· Gates for access roads.
· Alarms, signs, cameras, locks and lights. 
All security measures must be established to protect highly sensitive source water areas, not just facilities or equipment. 

1.6	INELEIGIBLE PROJECTS
· System operations and maintenance activities (water testing; repairs on water line, tanks, wells, chemical feed pumps, pumps; replacement of valves, pumps, meters, dredging, intake repairs).
· Routine or required follow-up monitoring.
· Funding for personnel or equipment associated with system operations or maintenance, treatment, land purchase, system infrastructure upgrades or improvements (including water meters).
· Fencing around storage tanks or reservoirs.
· Security measures designed to reduce theft or vandalism of facilities.
· Routine regulatory requirements for other programs.
· Project requiring long-term maintenance beyond the life of the grant.
· Projects where funding is passed through an ineligible entity (federal, state, or for profit water system, etc.).
1.7	FUNDING
The maximum grant amount available per project is up to $30,000. Additional funding may be available at the discretion of ODW management. 
If an applicant is selected to receive grant funds but the offer is withdrawn or declined, the next highest scored applicant/s will be considered to receive grant funds. 

1.8	DEFINITIONS
Definitions for the purposes of this RFA include:
A. "AGENCY” shall mean the Washington State Department of Health, any division, section, office, unit or other entity of the Department of Health, or any of the officers or other officials lawfully representing that AGENCY.
B. “APPLICANT(s)” shall mean the person completing and submitting the Source Water Protection Local Assistance Grant for funding.
C. "AGENT" shall mean the Secretary of the Department of Health, and/or the delegate authorized in writing to act on the Secretary’s behalf.
D. "GRANT RECIPIENT" or “RECIPIENT” shall mean that agency or entity performing service(s) under this grant agreement, and shall include all employees of the GRANT RECIPIENT.
E.  “SUBGRANT RECIPIENT” as used in this document shall also include any lower tier subrecipients or subawardees under the grant as well as any persons or entities with whom the APPLICANT enters into a contract to implement the purpose of this grant agreement.
F. "SUBRECIPIENT" shall mean a non-federal entity that spends federal awards received from the AGENCY to carry out a federal program. Recipients of grants funded with Federal dollars from the AGENCY are typically subrecipients. The subrecipient determination is documented on this agreement cover sheet.







GENERAL INFORMATION
2.1	RFA COORDINATOR
The RFA Coordinator is the sole point of contact in the AGENCY for the application. All communication between the APPLICANT and the AGENCY upon receipt of this RFA shall be with the RFA Coordinator, as follows:
	Name
	Corina Hayes

	Mailing Address

Street Address
	Department of Health, P.O. Box 47822, Olympia, WA  98504-7822
OR 
Department of Health, 243 Israel Road SE, Tumwater, WA  98501

	Phone Number
	360-236-3114

	Fax Number
	360-236-2252

	E-Mail Address
	SourceWaterProtection@doh.wa.gov




2.2	HOW TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION
APPLICANTS can submit their application via mail or email. The envelope mailed must be clearly marked to the attention of the RFA Coordinator. 

SUBMITTAL CONTENTS
A proper submittal will include a signed application (Attachment A).

Applications must provide information in the same order as presented in this document with the same headings. This will not only be helpful to the evaluators of the proposal, but should assist the APPLICANT in preparing a thorough response.

3.1.	APPLICATION
The Application (Attachment A) must be signed and dated by a person authorized to legally bind the APPLICANT to a contractual relationship, e.g., the president or executive director of a corporation, the managing partner of a partnership, or the proprietor of a sole proprietorship. 

The services to be provided under this project are those identified under eligible projects in section 1.5 of this RFA. 

The application must contain:
· A description of the work to be performed.
· The entity responsible for completing the work.
· The cost of performing the work.
· The outcome or deliverable that will be achieved by conducting the work.
· A detailed budget to include an estimated start and completion date for the work to be performed.

The AGENCY needs to have the following information about the APPLICANT responding to this RFA: 
A. State the name of the entity, business address, phone number, email address, legal status of entity (local governmental, publicly-and privately-owned community water systems or non-profit non-community water systems and year entity was established as it now substantially exists.
B. Provide the firm’s Federal Employer Tax Identification number or Social Security number, the Data Universal Numbering Systems (DUNS) and the Washington Uniform Business Identification (UBI) number issued by the state of Washington Department of Revenue.  
C. If the APPLICANT has had a contract terminated for default in the last five years, describe such incident.  Termination for default is defined as notice to stop performance due to non-performance or poor performance and the issue of performance was either (a) not litigated due to inaction on the part of the APPLICANT, or (b) litigated and such litigation determined that the APPLICANT was in default.
D. Submit full details of the terms for default, including the other party's name, address, and phone number.  Present the grant recipient’s position on the matter.  The AGENCY will evaluate the facts and may, at its sole discretion, reject the proposal on the grounds of the past experience.  If no such termination for default has been experienced by the APPLICANT in the past five years, indicate so.
E. Please state if your entity is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from receiving Federal funds by any Federal department.  

3.2	EVALUATION AND AWARD PROCESS
Grant applications will be reviewed upon receipt; eligible projects will be funded if adequate funding is available. If funding requests exceed available dollars, the application will be scored by the Department of Health based on predefined evaluation criteria. The Department of Health will fund projects with the highest score down until all dollars are allocated. Selected projects are subject to final approval from the Department of Health management.

3.3		SCORING METHODOLOGY
If grant applications are scored, a standard set of questions and associated point values will be used. The total score for each grant application will be used to place it on a priority list. 
Higher emphasis will be placed on activities identified in a source water protection plan or the development of a source water protection plan. 

The Washington State Department of Health will consider the following information when scoring a source water protection grant application:
· Proximity of source of contamination or potential contamination to the drinking water source.  
· Does the project address a potential source of contamination as described in a SA or WMRR or reduce the risk of contamination to multiple Group A water systems?
· Is this an evaluation to help the system identify protection areas and potential risks to the system source(s)? 
· Are the work items described in enough detail with associated costs so that the Department of Health can clearly communicate to the public how the money is being spent to protect a source of the drinking water? If not, the grant review cannot proceed further.
· Does your utility have a source water protection program? 
· Is the APPLICANT providing match in the form of in kind contributions (activities or services provided by the APPLICANT), cash contributions, or a combination? 
Once on the list, grants will be funded based upon the application’s score and availability of grant funds. Once awards are granted, APPLICANTS will work with the Department of Health to establish milestones and deliverables appropriate for the scope of work.  

Projects selected for funding must be initiated within 60 days of receiving notification from Washington Department of Health. If a project selected for funding is not initiated within 60 days of notification, the project will be considered vacated and funds originally allocated for the project will be returned to the funding pool and made available for other eligible projects.  

3.4	PROPRIETARY INFORMATION/PUBLIC DISCLOSURE
Applications submitted in response to this request for application shall become the property of the AGENCY. All Applications received shall remain confidential until the grant, if any, resulting from this RFA is signed by the Secretary of the AGENCY, or his Designee, and the apparent successful Grant recipient; thereafter, the Applications shall be deemed public records as defined in Chapter 42.56 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW).  

Any information in the application that the APPLICANT desires to claim as proprietary and exempt from disclosure under the provisions of Chapter 42.56 RCW, or other state or federal law that provides for the non-disclosure of your document must be clearly designated. The information must be clearly identified and the particular exemption from disclosure upon which the APPLICANT is making the claim must be cited. Each page containing the information claimed to be exempt from disclosure must be clearly identified by the words “Proprietary Information” printed on the lower right hand corner of the page. Marking the entire proposal exempt from disclosure or as Proprietary Information will not be honored.
 
If a public records request is made for the information that the APPLICANT has marked as "Proprietary Information" the AGENCY will notify the APPLICANT of the request and of the date that the records will be released to the requester unless the APPLICANT obtains a court order enjoining that disclosure. If the APPLICANT fails to obtain the court order enjoining disclosure, the AGENCY will release the requested information on the date specified. If an APPLICANT obtains a court order from a court of competent jurisdiction enjoining disclosure pursuant to Chapter 42.56 RCW, or other state or federal law that provides for non-disclosure, the AGENCY shall maintain the confidentiality of the Grant recipient's information per the court order.

A charge will be made for copying and shipping, as outlined in RCW 42.56. No fee shall be charged for inspection of grant files, but twenty-four (24) hours’ notice to the RFA Coordinator is required. All requests for information should be directed to the RFA Coordinator.

3.5	REVISIONS TO THE RFA
In the event it becomes necessary to revise any part of this RFA, addenda will be provided to all who receive the RFA.

The AGENCY also reserves the right to cancel or reissue the RFA in whole or in part, prior to execution of a grant.

3.6	COSTS TO PROPOSE
This is a request for application only and does not constitute a commitment, implied or otherwise, that AGENCY will take procurement action or make grant awards in this matter. Further, neither AGENCY nor the State of Washington will be responsible for any costs incurred in furnishing this information. 
RFA ATTACHMENTS	
· Attachment A – Application
· Attachment B – Grant Boilerplate 
· The selected grantee will be expected to sign a grant agreement with terms that are substantially the same as those listed in the grant agreement (Attachment B).


Attachment A
Application

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Complete Source Water Protection Grant Application
2. Return Application to Department of Health to the attention of:
Corina Hayes, RFA Coordinator
Department of Health
Office of Drinking Water 
P.O. Box 47822
Olympia, WA  98504-7822

Jurisdiction:

Name: Click here to enter text.

Address: Click here to enter text.

Project Contact:
	Name and Title: Click here to enter text.

	Telephone: Click here to enter text.

	Email: Click here to enter text.

Water System ID Number: Click here to enter text.

TAX ID Number: Click here to enter text.

UBI Number: Click here to enter text.

Statewide Vendor Number: Click here to enter text.

Data Universal Numbering Systems (DUNS) Number: Click here to enter text.

Project Name: Click here to enter text.

Project Description: Click here to enter text.

Include a detailed description that also identifies the problem or issue being resolved by this project

Scope of Work Activities: Click here to enter text.

Include specific description of activities, e.g.:

Project Performance Measures: Click here to enter text.

Tasks and Deliverables: Click here to enter text.

Signature & Title Click here to enter text.
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