
Summary of Final Rule Changes 

Group A Public Water Supplies – Chapter 246-290 WAC 

Federal Groundwater Rule 

We have adopted rule language for the federal Groundwater Rule as required by EPA.  The rule increases public 
health protection by reducing the risk of viruses and bacteria in drinking water wells. This rule applies to all Group A 
water systems that serve groundwater. The rule also applies to any water system that mixes surface and 
groundwater unless all of the groundwater is processed through a surface water treatment facility.   

The final rule changes affect the following subjects: 

• Increased frequency of sanitary surveys • Reporting and recordkeeping requirements 
• New corrective action requirements • New public notification and consumer confidence 

reporting requirements 
• New water quality samples at the source • Minor rule clarifications that are required by EPA 

and other minor editorial changes* 
*The minor rule clarifications and minor editorial changes are not technical in nature and are not intended to change state 
policies. 

Chapter 246-290 WAC, Group A Public Water Supplies 

Section 
Number 

Section Title  Changes 
 

002 Guidance Minor editorial changes 
010 Definitions • Adds numerous acronyms, abbreviations, and definitions 

• Integrates abbreviations and acronyms into numbered definitions in alphabetic 
order 

025 Adoption by Reference Adds CFR references for groundwater and other subjects as required by EPA 
100 Water System Plan Minor editorial changes 
107 Place of Use Expansion Minor editorial changes 
130 Source Approval Minor editorial changes 
135 Source Water 

Protection 
Minor editorial changes 

250 Treatment Design Minor editorial changes 
300 Monitoring 

Requirements 
• Minor editorial changes 
• Adds measurements for calcium, conductivity, orthophosphate, and silica 
• Adds requirements for assessment source water monitoring 
• Adds requirements for failure to monitor TTHM, HAA5, bromate, chlorine, and 

chlorine residuals (minor editorial change required by EPA) 
320 Follow-up Action Adds triggered source water monitoring requirements 
415 Operations and 

Maintenance 
Minor editorial changes 

416 Sanitary Surveys • Changes sanitary survey schedule to every 3 years except for systems that meet 
certain criteria may remain on a 5 year survey cycle. 

• Adds a requirement that the department may increase survey due to public 
health threat 

• Adds requirements to take preventive or corrective actions 
• Adds treatment technique requirements specifically for groundwater systems due 



Section 
Number 

Section Title  Changes 
 

to a significant deficiency 
451 Disinfection of Drinking 

Water 
• Adds disinfection requirements for surface water or GWI systems 
• Changes disinfection requirements for groundwater systems 

New 
453 

Treatment Technique 
for Groundwater 
Systems 

Adds treatment technique requirements specifically for groundwater systems 

480 Recordkeeping and 
Reporting 

• Changes reporting requirements for monitoring disinfection byproducts, 
disinfection residuals, and precursor removal 

• Adds CFR references for systems required to monitor (minor editorial change 
required by EPA) 

New 
485 

Recordkeeping and 
Reporting for 
Groundwater Systems 

Adds specific requirements for recordkeeping and reporting for groundwater 
systems to the department 

620 Applicability of Surface 
Water Treatment 
Requirements 

Minor editorial changes 

630 General Requirements Minor editorial changes 
634 Follow-up to Treatment 

Technique Violations 
• Adds a requirement for conducting a composite correction program (CCP) (Minor 

editorial change required by EPA) 
• Adds a requirement to address plant‐specific factors in the CPE (Minor editorial 

changes required by EPA) 
640 Determination of GWI 

Sources 
Minor editorial changes 

670 Compliance 
Requirements for 
Existing Unfiltered 
Systems Installing 
Filtration 

Minor editorial changes 

686 Compliance 
Requirements for 
Unfiltered Systems 

Minor editorial changes 

71005 Special Notification 
Requirements 

• Minor editorial changes required by EPA 
• Adds specific requirements for groundwater systems 

72003 Report Contents - 
Source Water 

Minor editorial changes 

72012 Regulated 
Contaminants 

• Changes health effects language for fecal indicators (E. coli) 
• Adds groundwater treatment technique violation health effects language 

New 
72013 

Report Contents – 
Groundwater Systems 

Adds specific reporting requirements on consumer confidence reports 

 

Acronyms 
CFR  Code of the Federal Regulations  GWI  Groundwater under the direct influence of surface 

water 
CCP  Composite correction program  CPE  Comprehensive performance evaluation 
EPA  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  HAA5  Haloacetic acids (five) 
TTHM  Total trihalomethanes     


