
Public Health – Always Working for a Safer and Healthier Washington 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
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October 20, 2008 
 
 
 
Dear Water Systems: 
 
The state is appealing a ruling by King County Superior Court Judge Jim Rogers that struck 
down parts of the Municipal Water Law.  
 
We have been working with the Department of Ecology and the Attorney General’s Office to 
interpret the ruling and identify changes we must make to comply with it. Some changes may 
involve water system plan reviews and may affect how water rights are used. The issues are 
complex and will take time to resolve. In the meantime, our goal is to provide you with clear 
guidance. 
 
The ruling invalidated definitions of “municipal water supplier” and “municipal supply 
purposes.” This means privately owned water systems are no longer considered municipal 
suppliers, and they don’t have to meet state water use efficiency requirements.  
 
However, we encourage these systems to voluntarily install meters now so they can evaluate 
water use, leakage (water loss), and prioritize efficiency efforts. This will save water, create 
additional supply, reduce the need for water restrictions in times of a drought, and demonstrate 
accountability by easing pressure on the environment and our state’s water resources. 
 
If the state wins the appeal and the court agrees that privately owned systems can be classified as 
municipal water suppliers, we expect to reinstate water use efficiency requirements.  
 
Government-owned systems are still considered “municipal” and are not affected by the ruling. 
 
We will keep you informed as the court case progresses. To help you track developments, we 
have created a new Web page: http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/mwl-legal.htm 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Denise Addotta Clifford, Director 
Office of Drinking Water 
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