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Summary of government grant and loan programs for drinking water projects

EMERGENCY
Program Eligible Projects Eligible Applicants Funding Available How To Apply
Public Works Trust Fund 
Emergency Program

Community Development 
Block Grant
Imminent Threat Grant 
Program

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture: 
Emergency Community 
Water Assistance Grants

Rural Community 
Assistance Corporation
Intermediate Term Loan

Washington Military 
Department
Emergency Management 
Division

Loan
• $500,000 per jurisdiction 

each biennium*
• 12 months to complete 

project 
• 3 percent interest
• No local match
• Up to 20-year term

Grant; pending availability 
of funds
Only eligible costs incurred 
after a formally declared 
emergency can be reimbursed

Grant; pending availability 
of funds
• $150,000 limit for emergency 

repairs to an existing water 
system

• $500,000 limit to address 
a decline in potable water 
supply caused by an 
emergency

• For smaller capital needs, 
normal not to exceed 
$100,000

• Up to 20-year term
• 5 percent interest rate
• 1 percent loan fee

Projects necessary due 
to natural disaster or an 
immediate emergent threat to 
public health and safety

For domestic water systems, 
sanitary sewer, stormwater, 
solid waste, roads and bridges

Repair water, sewer and other 
drainage facility damages that 
pose an immediate, urgent threat 
to public health and safety

A formal disaster must be 
declared

Domestic water projects: 
• Emergency repairs due to 

drought, earthquake, flood, 
chemical spill, fire, and so on

• Significant decline in 
drinking water quality due 
to an emergency

Water, wastewater, solid waste 
and stormwater facilities that 
primarily serve low-income 
rural communities.

• Counties, cities, special 
purpose districts, and quasi-
municipal organizations that 
meet requirements 

• No school or port districts

• Non-entitlement cities or 
towns with fewer than 50,000 
people

• Non-entitlement counties 
with fewer than 200,000 
people

Municipalities, tribes and 
private nonprofit corporations 
serving rural areas with fewer 
than 10,000 people

Nonprofit organizations, public 
agencies, tribes, and low-
income rural communities with 
a population of 50,000 or less

$2 million available between 
July 1, 2001 and June 30, 2011.
Applications accepted year-
round.  

Contact: Bruce Lund 
(360) 725-3163
bruce.lund@commerce.
wa.gov
 
Client Service Representative 
at www.pwb.wa.gov

Applications accepted year-
round.

Contact: Kaaren Roe
(360) 725-3018
kaaren.roe@commerce.
wa.gov

Applications accepted year-
round on a fund-available 
basis.

Contact:  Gene Dobry
(360) 704-7733 
eugene.dobry@wa.usda.gov

www.rurdev.usda.gov/wa

Applications accepted any 
time

Contact: Josh Griff
(720) 898-9463
jgriff@rcac.org 

Applications online at  
www.rcac.org

Information is online at  
emd.wa.gov/grants/grants_
index.shtml

The division coordinates several grants available to state and local jurisdictions, including Homeland 
Security Grants, Hazard Mitigation Grants, Disaster Assistance Grants, Hazardous Materials 
Emergency Preparedness Grants, and Emergency Management Performance Grants.

PRECONSTRUCTION
Program Eligible Projects Eligible Applicants Funding Available How To Apply
Public Works Trust Fund
Pre-Construction Program

Loan 
• $1 million per jurisdiction 

each biennium
• Must complete work within 

24 months.
• 0.5 to 2 percent depending 

on local match 
• 5, 10 or 15 percent local 

match required
• 5-year term, or 20 years 

if construction funds 
are acquired before first 
principal payment

Distressed & Severely 
Distressed Communities
• 0.25 to 0.5 percent interest 
• No local match
• 5-year term, or 30 years 

if construction funds 
are acquired before first 
principal payment

Pre-construction activities such 
as preliminary engineering, 
design, bid-document 
preparation, right-of-way 
acquisition, environmental 
studies, and cultural or 
historical project review

• Counties, cities, special 
purpose districts, and quasi-
municipal organizations that 
meet requirements 

• No school or port districts

Distressed Communities:
51 percent of the population 
with median household income 
(MHI) of 80 percent or less than 
county

Severely Distressed 
Communities:
51 percent of the population 
with MHI of 50 percent or less 
than county

No funds available until June 
30, 2011.

Applications accepted 
beginning summer 2011 and 
then year-round on fund-
available basis. 

Contact: Bruce Lund
(360) 725-3163
bruce.lund@commerce.
wa.gov
 
Client Service Representative 
at www.pwb.wa.gov

* $1 million limit with 0.5 percent 
interest in a distressed county after a 
formally declared natural disaster.
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PLANNING ONLY
Program Eligible Projects Eligible Applicants Funding Available How To Apply
Community Development 
Block Grant 
Planning-Only Grant 
Program

Public Works Trust Fund 
Planning Program

Community Economic 
Revitalization Board
Rural Project-Specific 
Planning Program

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Rural Development 
Rural Utilities Service –  
Water and Waste Disposal 
Direct Loans and Grants

Rural Community 
Assistance Corporation
Feasibility and 
Pre-Development Loans

Grant
• Up to $24,000 for a single 

jurisdiction and $40,000 for 
multiple jurisdictions

• Up to $35,000 for a single 
jurisdiction and $50,000 for 
multiple jurisdictions for 
priority public health planning

Loan
• Up to $100,000 per 

jurisdiction each biennium
• Must complete plan in 18 

months
• 0 percent interest, 6-year 

term
• No match required

Matching Grant
• Up to $25,000 per application
• 25 percent matching funds 

required

Loans; grants in some cases, 
depending on available funds
• $25,000 grant maximum
• 25 percent matching funds 

required

Loans
• Up to $50,000 for feasibility
• Up to $350,000 for  

pre-development
• 1-year term
• 5.5 percent interest 

• Comprehensive plans
• Infrastructure plans
• Feasibility studies
• Community action plans
• Low-income housing 

assessments

• Single or multiple system 
plans covering eligible systems

• Updates to existing capital 
facilities plans

• Environmental studies
• Cultural or historical project 

reviews

Project-specific feasibility 
and pre-development studies 
that advance community 
economic development goals 
for industrial sector business 
development. 

Water or sewer planning, 
environmental work, and other 
work to assist in developing an 
application for infrastructure 
improvements

 
• Water or wastewater 

planning
• Environmental work
• Work to assist in developing 

an application for 
infrastructure improvements

Projects must principally 
benefit low- to moderate-
income people in non-
entitlement cities and counties
• Cities or towns with fewer 

than 50,000 people
• Counties with fewer than 

200,000 people

• Counties, cities, and special-
purpose districts that meet 
requirements 

• No school or port districts

Eligible statewide  
• Counties, cities, towns, port 

districts, special districts
• Federally recognized tribes
• Municipal and quasi-

municipal corporations 
with economic development 
purposes

Low-income, small 
communities and systems 
serving fewer than 10,000 
people.

• Nonprofit organizations, 
public agencies, and tribes

• Low-income rural 
communities with 50,000 
or fewer people (10,000 
or fewer if guaranteed by 
USDA Rural Development 
financing)

Applications accepted on a 
fund-available basis

Contact: Phyllis Cole
(360) 725-4001
phyllis.cole@commerce.
wa.gov

No funds available until 
June 30, 2011. Applications 
accepted beginning summer 
2011 and then year-round on 
a fund-available basis.

Contact: Bruce Lund
(360) 725-3163
bruce.lund@commerce. wa.gov

Client Service Representative 
at www.pwb.wa.gov

Applications accepted year-
round. The Board meets six 
times a year.

Contact: Matt Ojennus 
(360) 725-4047
matthew.ojennus@commerce.
wa.gov

Applications accepted year-
round, on a fund-available 
basis
Contact:  Gene Dobry
(360) 704-7733
eugene.dobry@wa.usda.gov

www.rurdev.usda.gov/wa
 
Applications accepted any 
time

Contact: Josh Griff
(720) 898-9463
jgriff@rcac.org

Applications online at  
www.rcac.org

Infrastructure Assistance 
Coordinating Council

Infrastructure funding and 
technical assistance is online at 
www.infrafunding.wa.gov/

The council is a nonprofit organization of state and federal agencies, local government associations, 
nonprofit technical assistance firms, tribes and universities. It helps Washington’s communities identify 
and obtain resources needed to develop, improve and maintain public works programs.

GENERAL

Summary of government grant and loan programs for drinking water projects
PRECONSTRUCTION (continued)

Program Eligible Projects Eligible Applicants Funding Available How To Apply
Rural Community 
Assistance Corporation
Feasibility and 
Pre-Development Loans

Distressed & Severely 
Distressed Communities
• 0.25 to 0.5 percent interest 
• No local match
• 5-year term, or 30 years 

if construction funds 
are acquired before first 
principal payment

• $50,000 maximum for 
feasibility loan

• $350,000 maximum for pre-
development loan

• 1-year term
• 5.5 percent interest

Water or wastewater planning, 
environmental work, and other 
work to assist in developing an 
application for infrastructure 
improvements 

Nonprofit organizations, 
public agencies, tribes, and 
low-income rural communities 
with 50,000 or fewer people 
(10,000 or fewer if guaranteed 
by USDA Rural Development 
financing)

Applications accepted any 
time

Contact: Josh Griff 
(720) 898-9463
jgriff@rcac.org

Applications available  online 
at www.rcac.org/
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CONSTRUCTION and DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION
Program Eligible Projects Eligible Applicants Funding Available How To Apply
Community Development 
Block Grant 
General Purpose Grant 
Program

Public Works Trust Fund  
Construction Program

Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Rural Development
Rural Utilities Service -
Water and Waste Disposal 
Direct Loans and Grants

Community Economic 
Revitalization Board 
Construction Program

Rural Community 
Assistance Corporation
Construction Loans

Grant
• Up to $1 million for projects 

under $10 million
• Up to $1.5 million for 

projects over $10 million
• No match required, but 

local contribution and gap 
financing preferred

Loan
• $10 million per jurisdiction 

each biennium
• Must complete work within 

60 months
• 0.5 to 2 percent interest 

depending on local match
•  5, 10 or 15 percent local 

match 
• 20-year term

Distressed and Severely 
Distressed Communities
• 0.25 to 0.5 percent interest
• No local match 
• 30-year term 

Loan
• 1 percent loan fee
• $6 million per jurisdiction a 

year
• $12 million for jointly owned 

projects
• 0 to 1.5 percent interest
• 20-year term; 30 years for 

extremely disadvantaged 
communities

• No local match 

Loans; grants in some cases
• Interest rates vary (now 

2.375 - 4 percent)
• Up to 40-year loan term
• No pre-payment penalty

Loans; grants in unique cases
• Public facility projects 

required by private sector 
expansion and job creation

• Up to $1 million per project, 
per policy

• Interest rates vary
• Up to 20-year term
• 10 percent minimum match
• Must demonstrate public 

project funding gap for 
assistance

• The board approves funding

Loan
• Up to $2 million with 

commitment letter for 
permanent financing

• 1-3 year term
• 5.5 percent interest
• 1 percent loan fee
• $100,000 20-year loan also 

available

Final design and construction 
of domestic wastewater, 
drinking water, side 
connections, stormwater, 
streets,  bridges, community 
facilities, economic 
development, and housing 
rehabilitation projects

Construct, replace, and repair 
infrastructure for domestic 
water, sanitary sewer, 
stormwater, solid waste, 
road or bridge projects, and 
reasonable growth

Drinking water system 
infrastructure projects that 
increase public health protection 

Dedicated subsidy funding. 
Principal forgiveness for 
disadvantaged communities 
and water system restructuring 
or consolidation

Pre-construction and 
construction associated 
with building, repairing, or 
improving drinking water, 
solid waste facilities and 
wastewater facilities

Projects must support 
industrial sector business 
growth and job creation or 
retention in the state
• Bridges, roads and railroad 

spurs, domestic and 
industrial water, sanitary 
and storm sewers

• Electricity, natural gas and 
telecommunications

• General purpose industrial 
buildings, port facilities

Water, wastewater, solid waste, 
and stormwater facilities that 
primarily serve low-income 
rural communities. Can include 
pre-development costs

Must principally benefit low- 
to moderate-income people 
in non-entitlement cities and 
counties
• Cities or towns with fewer 

than 50,000 people
• Counties with fewer than 

200,000 people

• Counties, cities, special 
purpose districts, and quasi-
municipal organizations that 
meet requirements

• No school or port districts

Distressed Communities:
51 percent of the population 
with MHI of 80 percent or less 
than county

Severely Distressed 
Communities:
51 percent of the population 
with MHI of 50 percent or less 
than county

• Publicly and privately 
owned community and 
nonprofit noncommunity 
water systems 

• Federally owned systems are 
not eligible

• Cities or towns with fewer 
than 10,000 people

• Counties, special purpose 
districts, nonprofit 
corporations or tribes unable 
to get funds from other 
sources at reasonable rates 
and terms

• Counties, cities, towns, port 
districts, special districts

• Federally recognized tribes
• Municipal and quasi-

municipal corporations 
with economic development 
purposes.

• Nonprofit organizations 
public agencies and tribes

• Low-income rural 
communities with fewer 
than 50,000 people (10,000 
or fewer if using Rural 
Development financing) 

Applications due  
January 20, 2011.

Contact: Lynn Kohn
(360) 725-3042
lynn.kohn@commerce.
wa.gov

No funds available until June 
30, 2011.

Availability of funds 
dependent on approval 
by the Governor and 
Legislature.

Contact: Bruce Lund
(360) 725-3163
bruce.lund@commerce.
wa.gov
 
Client Service Representative 
at www.pwb.wa.gov

Applications due March 1, 
2011

Contact:  Karen Klocke
(360) 236-3116
karen.klocke@doh.wa.gov

www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/
our_main_pages/dwsrf.htm

Applications accepted year-
round on a fund-available basis

Contact:  Gene Dobry
(360) 704-7733 
eugene.dobry@wa.usda.gov

www.rurdev.usda.gov/wa

Applications accepted year-
round. The Board meets six 
times a year.

Contact: Matt Ojennus 
(360) 725-4047
matthew.ojennus@commerce.
wa.gov

Applications accepted 
anytime

Contact: Josh Griff
(720) 898-9463
jgriff@rcac.org

Applications  online at  
www.rcac.org/

Summary of government grant and loan programs for drinking water projects




