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Recent Issues and Activities
The rulemaking has been extended for one year to gather additional environmental data and
landings data, and to allow staff to participate in the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Committee
meeting. These additional activities will better inform the rulemaking process.

Next Steps

Purpose

The purpose of this rule making is to
better protect shellfish consumers
from Vibrio parahaemolyticus
(Wp)-related ilinesses. The State
Board of Health (board) is
considering revisions to the Ip
control plan to include more
proactive measures to prevent iliness
and protect public health. This could
include a combination of require-
ments based on environmental
factors to determine the safety of
shellfish prior to harvest and
consumption. In addition, the board
will consider revisions for clarity and
consistency with the National/
Shellfish Sanitation Program Guide
for the Control of Molluscan Shellfish
(Model Ordinance).

Office of Shellfish and Water Protection staff will continue to meet with representatives from the
shellfish industry and other interested stakeholders to develop rule revision recommendations
for the board'’s consideration. This work is expected to continue through October 2014.

For detailed information about the VP rule revision process and related timelines, please contact
Brandy Brush, Rule Coordinator, at 360-236-3342 or Brandy.Brush@doh.wa.gov
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