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Rule Revision Workplan 

WAC 246-282-060, Washington State Vibrio parahaemolyticus control plan 
 

Background 
In 2006 there was an unprecedented number of vibriosis cases involving Washington 
shellfish. The State Board of Health (board) adopted modifications to the existing Vibrio 
parahaemolyticus (Vp) Control Plan as an emergency measure for the summer months 
of 2007 and adopted a permanent rule in May 2008. The board adopted further 
revisions in March 2009 to better protect shellfish consumers from Vp-related illnesses. 
The goal of these revisions was to improve public health by reducing Vp-related illness 
incidence to less than 20 during the summer oyster harvest season. 
 
Even with the latest revisions to the control plan, vibriosis illness occurs more frequently 
than expected. The number of illnesses reported as of November 1 for the summer 
months of 2012 are 55 commercial cases and 10 recreational. This indicates a need to 
review the rule requirements to determine if the current controls are adequate to protect 
consumers, and to consider other, more proactive measures to prevent illness and 
protect public health. Revisions could include a combination of requirements based on 
environmental factors to determine the safety of shellfish prior to harvest and 
consumption. These environmental factors could include: 

• Close/open for harvest based on environmental oyster tissue samples, e.g.,  
# mpn/gram tlh (based on 2012 Oakland Bay data) 

• Close/open for harvest based on environmental oyster tissue samples, e.g.,  
# mpn/gram trh/urease regardless of tlh (based on NOAA data being prepared 
for publication) 

• Reduce/increase time to temperature controls and/or close/open for harvest 
based on water temperature at the time of harvest 

• Use harvest site risk assessment landings and illness data to inform decision-
making regarding open/close for harvest 

• Focus environmental sampling on high risk areas as determined by risk 
assessment results 

• Include shucked meats labeled “for cooking only” under the same time to 
temperature controls required for oysters intended for raw consumption 

• Allow partial growing area closures regardless of closure trigger 
 
In addition, revisions for clarity and consistency with the National Shellfish Sanitation 
Program Guide for the Control of Molluscan Shellfish (Model Ordinance) would be 
beneficial. 
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Vibrio parahaemolyticus Advisory Committee (VpAC) 
 
Facilitator:  Rick Porso 
 
Note Taker: Laura Wigand 
 
Coordinator: Brandy Brush 
 
Program Staff: Richard Lillie, Cari Franz-West, and Laura Wigand 
 
Board Staff: Ned Therien 
 
Participant Groups: 

• Consumers 
• Tribal shellfish industry 
• Non-tribal shellfish industry 
• Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association 
• Local health jurisdictions 
• Environmental Health Directors’ food safety committee 
• U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
• Department of Fish and Wildlife 
• SeaGrant, University of Washington 
• Department of Health Public Health Laboratory 

 
 
Process 

 

• The VpAC will develop recommendations for rule revision. 
• Recommendations will be based on public health rationale and will consider the 

cost of compliance to the industry and implementation for the department. 
• VpAC members will submit ideas for rule revision recommendations using 

submittal forms. 
• All submittals will be discussed at scheduled committee meetings to develop 

committee recommendations.  
• The department will make a proposal to the board based on the VpAC 

recommendations. 
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VpAC Schedule 

 
Subject Core Workgroup Meeting 

Committee kick-off January 2013 
Partial growing area closures regardless of 
closure trigger 
 
Risk Assessment 
• Serving size 
• Landings 
• Illness data 
• Water temperature at time of harvest 

February 2013 

Water temperature or other environmental 
indicators 
• Time to temperature controls 
• Close/open trigger point 

March 2013 

Environmental oyster tissue samples 
• Lab capacity 
• tlh (Oakland Bay data) 
• trh/urease (NOAA data) 
• Collection process 
• Close/open trigger point 

April 2013 

Clarifications for consistency with the NSSP 
Model Ordinance 
 
Other issues 

May 2013 

Review Risk Assessment data 
• Illness data 
• Landings data 
• High risk areas 
• Prioritize environmental sampling 

October 2013 
(the last week) 

Board briefing November 2013 

   

DOH Contacts:  
Brandy Brush - Phone: (360) 236-3342   email: brandy.brush@doh.wa.gov  
Rick Porso - Phone (360) 236-3302  email: rick.porso@doh.wa.gov 
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