
Washington State VpAC Vibrio Rule Development Meeting Notes 
January 23, 2013 

 
 
Attendees 
In Person: Adam James, Austin Docter, Bill Dewey, Blair Paul, Brandy Brush, Brian Sheldon, Cari Franz-
West, Clara Hard, Darrell Moudry, David Fyfe, Dave Steele, Eric Hall, Jacob Moore, Jason Ragan, Jerrod 
Davis, Jerry Borchert, Jesse DeLoach, Ken Weigardt, Laura Wigand, Margaret Barrette, Mark Ballo, Mat 
Bulldis, Ned Therien, Richard Lillie, Rick Porso, Scott Grout, Steve Bloomfield, Sue Shotwell, and Tom 
Bloomfield 
 
Via tele-Conference: Brian Hiatt, Gina Olson, Jered Keefer, Michael Antee, Susan Shelton, and Teri King 
 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of the Vibrio parahaemolyticus Advisory Committee (VpAC) is to work with the Department 
of Health to provide recommendations for consideration in future rule making regarding the Vibrio 
control plan set forth in WAC 246-282-006. The Department of Health will draft rule language that will 
be provided to the State Board of Health for review. The State Board of Health has the responsibility of 
approving any changes or modifications to the WAC, which may or may not include recommendations 
put forth by the committee. 
 
Meeting Notes 
 
Procedural:  

- Submittal forms:  
o Revise (see next steps) 
o Submit 2 weeks prior to VpAC meeting, sent by fax, email or hard copy 
o Compile and email to group 1 week prior to VpAC meeting 

- Decision making process:  
o Hand raising, with option to move to more detailed method if need (flashcards, thumb 

or fingers, dots on board, etc) 
o Important to report dissenting opinions/views to Board when recommendations are 

made by the group 
- In advance of meetings:  

o All meeting materials and submittal forms sent out one week prior 
o Email when updates are made to the internet site 

- Improve telecom capabilities:  
o WebEx 
o Alternative sites (David Fife and Brandy Brush to discuss) 

 
Partial Growing Area Closures:  

- Revisit sanitation lines, divide growing areas based on illness threat 
- Based on:  

o TRH/urease 
o Water temperature 
o Size of growing area 
o Illness history 

 Multi vs. single source 
 Chronic illnesses from specific dealers 
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o Oceanography: currents, tides 
o Harvest method 
o Ability to meet TTC (Time to Temperature Control) 
o Climate, environmental elements 
o Large areas broken into smaller areas 

- Need: risk assessment, production data 
 
Risk Assessment:  

- Window of opportunity to set something up before next Vp season, need to get a system in 
place  

- Oyster size:  
o Only use x-small and small 
o Use oysters only intended for raw market 
o Use number of oysters directly not gram for calculations 
o Oyster size has decreased in recent years 
o Size should be based on industry sample not environmental sample 

- Need to protect privacy of data 
o Aggregate data by growing area (avoid FOIA issues with individual dealers) 

- Shucked meats:  
o Should figure out risk per serving of shucked and  

 Track those illnesses, expected to be low, can make a stand at the national level 
on handling of shucked meats 

o Should include shucked meats, but as a separate category, risk should not be combined, 
separate risk for shucked and shellstock 

o Need to consider role of temperature abuse since shucked is intended for a cooked 
market 

- Role of local health and retail in reducing temperature abuse, serving shucked product raw 
- Process:  

o Report oyster sizes and quantities harvested by growing area intended for raw market 
o Voluntary pilot for 2013 > determine final formula > make reporting landing mandatory 

in 2014 rule revision (pay to play, provide data or no summer harvest) 
o Voluntary Survey idea: provide data to PCSGA > aggregate > sent to DOH > calculate risk 
o Voluntary Survey idea: one growing area, ex. Totten 

 
Suggestions/Other Issues Raised:  

- Department of Health produce a complete report of illnesses at the close of vibrio season  
o Review all data since last rule revision 
o Include that year’s stats 
o Identify trends 

- Create a subcommittee on partial closures: have growers determine partial areas within their 
growing areas 

- Reduction of Vibrio Control Months (i.e. end September 15) 
- Environmental sampling:  

o Industry send in samples: receive materials and protocol from DOH > pick up sample > 
Department of Health deliver to lab 
 Must be consistent with harvest days and times 
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Decisions:  
- Bring a proposal to PAC-RIM regarding TTC (not VpAC issue but committee interest and 

Department of Health willingness to help draft): 
o Clarify that TTC starts when product is received at facility  
o Clarify definitions: adequately iced, receive, processing 
o Push for seasonal controls (unnecessary to have TTC when ambient temperatures are 

within TTC limits) 
- General agreement to share landings data 
- Formation of two subcommittees: Risk Assessment, Environmental Sampling 

 
Subcommittees:  

- Risk Assessment:  
o Members: Austin, Bill, Brian S, Darrell, Dave S, David F, Jesse, Ken, Mat, Michael, Steve, 

Teri, and Tom 
o Department of Health representatives: Cari, Laura, and Richard 
o Provide recommendations to:  

 Create a submission form/data collection mechanism 
 Detail procedure/methodology to present in February 
 Consider how the industry uses data/what would make it useful to the industry 
 Whether, how and where to pilot a risk assessment 

o Present recommendations at February meeting 
- Environmental Sampling: 

o Members: Adam, Darrell, and Jason 
o Department of Health representative: Richard Lillie 
o Provide recommendations on sampling locations and frequency for environmental 

monitoring (consider PHL vibrio library needs/use of historic sampling sites) 
o Present recommendations at February meeting 

 
Next Steps:  

- Email:  
o 2012 illness log 
o Working agreements 
o Meeting dates and times: 9-12:30 2/20, 3/20, 4/22, 5/20 
o Submittal form 

- Before next meeting:  
o Email above documents 
o Email when website is updated 
o Email submittal forms and materials for next meeting 

- Check website link 
- Revise submittal form  

o Add “submitted by” 
o Replace insert date with “two weeks prior to meeting” 
o Clarify that issues raised in the meeting do not need submittal forms 

- DOH to check if USDA is collecting harvest data 
o Do they have agricultural stats on oysters in Washington 


