Septic Sense
Insights into the fearless flush
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Signs of Septic System Problems

Effluent surfacing above the components in the yard
Sewage/rotten egg smells
Sewage backing up in the house

Ruts in the lawn along the drainfield lines
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What is an
Onsite Sewage System?
*An Onsite Sewage System is also known as
septic system or OSS

— Designed to prevent disease by collecting,
treating, and disposing of wastewater.

—Typical system is a septic tank, drainfield and
replacement area.



D.A.V.E.

® Accessing As-builts Records

® To use this site, you must have any of the following
iInformation:PTA Number (Property Tax Account
Number or Assessor Parcel Number)Site
AddressOwner Last NameFor additional
Information, questions or comments about this
website or septic systems, please contact the
Snohomish Health District Water & Wastewater
Section at 425.339.5250 or
wwwguestions@shd.snohomish.wa.gov




SNOHOMISH WEALTH DESTRICY
011 Refkatuilor Avenng
$5.00 fae for permit Everett, Washingtom Phone Alpine %+~2061

LOT APEROVAL SWARX
NM%/-’?NW ume  ADDRESS g > 24 - > R

ADDRESS DOF PROFOSED BUILDING

LEGAL DRSCRIFEION: LU . BLOCK
TYPE OF USEfroc.lorgls. W0, OF BEORCQMS < __ STZE OF 10T

SQURCE OF DPRINKING WATER: PUBLIC SUPFLY_ _/J-7 PRIVATE WELL
4, SURFACE DEATNAGE

)

I. 1If dipposal field sice well drained? "Z{ ot

2., Any water courae (SAwcan, drainage ditch,yétc.) throughk sita?
1,

R

B, TOPOGRAPHY

1. Any heavy slupes in field ares?

2. Will prasent topeail in field araa be removed or graded hefpra field tiles
ura Lostalled?

3.  Will soy £ili esterial be ueed in the diaposal field slte?_’&}f yes, hewepach

L, BOIL CONDITIONS

1. Has & hole st least 4 fmec deap been dug Lmthe dfsposal field area ro deter~

ming the typs of sodl present? Z, &
2, After hole {5 dug zedord the acil fouditlons at the following depths,
(Record a8 sand, gravel, caly, packed sznd, loem, stc.)

12 fnches_ - * " 30 inches . .- pe e
18 inches ".¢occ T ue 3% inches _ ., ., '.7..<-,: e
24 inches - ../, . f; .. 43 inches

4, doy pround water encounteéred before raaching m depth of & keet?_Jfe—
1f gao) ak what depth?

D, WATER TEST

A #imple water test will eshow how well this gedl will draia or percclate water,
To pertorm this test:
1, Dig a hole at leagk 3é inches deep. Use a shovel vy past hode digger —
Bize of hole mekes ao difference - only depthe
2, Fill hele with water. HNow lct all water run our of bole, This scaka the
pround and will pive & more mccurate resdieg,
3. Agadu pour water in Gole to.a height of 12 ischee Ivom the bottom, Let
witer Tum out until there ie jurt £ inches frowm botgem left inm hole, |
4. Note how many minutes it takeg Jpz Lhis last 6 inclies u: seep w;\y./ y
5. Divide this time by & to cbtain the yage per fnch. _ - —
6, Bate water teat was pvrforoud, / L= fy L 2

I hareby certify the shove informaciom tc be correce and the above tests were pet-

formed by me ¢s prescribsd,
Signed fe.@} 4:(4./9% % bk
Addcess yggpp -~ 2 5 - >

WOTE: % septic tank permit ig igsued cn the baglg af tha ghove informaticn, TE
there are any changas or glteration in the above ptated sofl condicicns 46 may
reault in the irstallation beinp rejected it tﬁe time of 1nsyeccion.
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Plumbing vent

Septic tank
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Image Credit: Island County Health Department
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Pump Tank When:
ge | 5C + 5L ts greater
3 than WD divided by 3
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“Early Warning” Levels Inside Your Septic Tank

¢ The septic tank should
be pumped whenever:

;
ALAY
..'.,‘ Y ..,-_‘ \'-:.,'_. .:.,.\ AY A
‘-" _~..tf'~'.-(.--".."n .o'.“ > 'n '+
A ‘,\‘.-x ARSI, Ny 5
32 2 Jy ISR w SRR il F B the bottom of the
o) ‘ ,-. \, \ 'y \'\,~'~. Y3 Vi )
(4 (A LA AN LY L
4 \._, Ry aX A ",‘ ‘ ,\ . __.I,\.', A Z . . .
A NN ARy B scum layer is within
~v.-' A \ \ \-\-'\~‘\ AR Y
.‘.‘ \z\: .'\ .' I"I\ YN A AYAYAY ,a:, A Yy
\ \ \ L \ v\ AL _\~_\-,\-,~.~,'.-,.~, A A Y \
3 FAYS ae L;_( FAYAFAFAF X AFAFAY 2

g 3 inches of the
1st bottom of the outlet

Compartment 12" tee or baffle, or

Y
2 ® the top of the sludge

layer is within 12
inches of the bottom
of the outlet fitting.
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Suggested Pumping
Frequency with normal use

Tank size Number of people in house

Gallons 1 2 4 © 3
In years

1000 12 6 3 2 1

1500 19 9 4 3 2

Adapted from “Estimated Septic Tank Pumping
Frequency” by K. Manci 1984




Selecting a Provider and
Pumping vs. Inspecting

Talk with your neighbors and see who they
recommend.

Get more than one estimate.
Can they inspect and pump if needed?

Will they provide you with a written report about the
service?

Pumping Your Septic Tank brochure

Pumping versus inspecting
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Soil Log

View of a machine dug soil log. Each site has specific soil characteristics, such as texture
and depth, which are used to determine the type of system that is appropriate for a
specific location.

Photo Credit: Ki
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Photo Credit: Island County Health Department
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PRESSURE
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

/— ALARM/CONTROL PANEL

SEPTIC TANK

PUMP TANK

SOURCE

PRESSURE
DISTRIBUTION
DRAINFIELD
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Gravelless drainfield trenches wnth observatlon ports

Kitsap County Health District

Photo Cred


















Septic Tank
Pump l.'.‘..har!'rher_"
Sand Filter ___ 2
i
Drainfield :
A

L CReplacement © oo
--------------------------- ORI = T ks S e T S

Sand Filter System

e It consist of the septic tank, pump chamber with the pump, sand filter & disposal component
including a drainfield (or possibly a mound) with its replacement area.

e There are 2 classes — intermittent and recirculating sand (or gravel).
e It can be constructed above or below the ground.

It provides high level of wastewater treatment.



Photo Credit: Island C
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PLOWED LAYER

MOUND




Break Time

®* Up next: Maintenance and Monitoring also known
as Care and Feeding!

® |f you brought toilet tissue, please see Teri for a jar.




Where could a failure occur?
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Label Signal Words

DANGER or POISON
Product is highly toxic

“WARNING”
Product is moderately toxic

“CAUTION”
Product is slightly toxic

“SEPTIC SAFE” or “NON TOXIC”
Marketing terms































Questions?

Contact Information

Teri King
360.432.3054

quatemal@uw.edu

www.wsg.washington.edu




