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Signs of Septic System Problems 
Effluent surfacing above the components in the yard 

Sewage/rotten egg smells  

Sewage backing up in the house 

Ruts in the lawn along the drainfield lines 
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What is an
Onsite Sewage System?

•An Onsite Sewage System is also known as
septic system or OSS

– Designed to prevent disease by collecting,
treating, and disposing of wastewater.

–Typical system is a septic tank, drainfield and
replacement area.



D.A.V.E. 
�� Accessing As-builts Records  

�� To use this site, you must have any of  the following 
information:PTA Number (Property Tax Account 
Number or Assessor Parcel Number)Site 
AddressOwner Last NameFor additional 
information, questions or comments about this 
website or septic systems, please contact the 
Snohomish Health District Water & Wastewater 
Section at 425.339.5250 or 
wwwquestions@shd.snohomish.wa.gov   
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Suggested Pumping 
Frequency with normal use 

Tank size   Number of  people in house 

Gallons   1  2  4  6  8 

     in years    

1000    12  6  3  2  1   

1500    19  9  4  3  2 

Adapted from “Estimated Septic Tank Pumping 
Frequency” by K. Manci 1984 



Selecting a Provider and 
Pumping vs. Inspecting 

�� Talk with your neighbors and see who they 
recommend. 

�� Get more than one estimate. 

�� Can they inspect and pump if  needed? 

�� Will they provide you with a written report about the 
service? 

�� Pumping Your Septic Tank brochure 

�� Pumping versus inspecting 
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Soil Log 

      View of a machine dug soil log.  Each site has specific soil characteristics, such as texture 
and depth, which are used to determine the type of system that is appropriate for a 

specific location. 

                                                                    Photo Credit: Kitsap County Health District 
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Sand Filter System 
•�  It consist of the septic tank, pump chamber with the pump, sand filter & disposal component 

including a drainfield (or possibly a mound) with its replacement area.  

•� There are 2 classes – intermittent and recirculating sand (or gravel). 

•�  It can be constructed above or below the ground. 

•�  It provides high level of wastewater treatment.  
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Break Time 
�� Up next:  Maintenance and Monitoring also known 

as Care and Feeding! 

�� If  you brought toilet tissue, please see Teri for a jar. 
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Where could a failure occur? 











































Label Signal Words 

DANGER or POISON 
Product is highly toxic 

“WARNING” 
Product is moderately toxic 

“CAUTION” 
Product is slightly toxic 

“SEPTIC SAFE” or “NON TOXIC” 
Marketing terms  





















Questions? 

Contact Information 

Teri King 
360.432.3054 

guatemal@uw.edu 

www.wsg.washington.edu 


