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SEPTIC SYSTEM CARE
BEGINSWITHYOU






Date

Dear Septic System owner and operator,
Thurston County Public Health works in partnership with Thurston County’s residents to protect local water quality for all of us.   We are sending this notice out to all septic system owners in your neighborhood with similar types of systems to let you know about your maintenance requirements.  
Septic Systems Impact Water Quality  
Your septic system has the ability to pollute nearby surface water if it is not properly maintained.  Operational Certificates are required for septic system owners in your area.  They assure that on-site sewage systems are properly operated and maintained and they must be renewed every three years.

How To Renew Your Operational Certificate

1. Hire a professional to inspect your septic system.*  The inspector must complete and sign the enclosed inspection report.  Mail the report to the address below.

2. Gravity, pressure distribution, mound, or Glendon systems can be owner inspected by homeowners who go through the free county training.  If you have been trained and certified, complete the inspection, perform any needed repairs, fill out the report, and return to the address below.  For more information on homeowner training visit our web site at www.co.thurston.wa.us/health/ehrp/feedback_wksp
3. High risk systems are noted at the top of this report and require (varies  County by county – please state requirements as simply as possible)

4. Inspection of the septic system includes checking the scum and sludge levels of the septic tank.  If the tank needs to be pumped, please send the pumper’s report to the address below.

5. Contact Thurston County Public Health at 360-867-2626 with any questions or concerns.  We are here to help!
Protect Your Investment

Maintain your septic system to save money.  If you do not complete the required inspections and maintenance for Thurston County Public Health to issue an Operation Certificate, your septic system will be in violation of local health codes.  Complete your inspection now to avoid future permit delays, additional fees and County staff inspection of your system.
· A list of certified professionals can be found at www. -  or call – 

Thank you for working together for safe, healthy water now and for the future!

412 Lilly Road NE, Olympia, WA 98506-5132 • 360-867-2577 • Fax 360-867-2601
412 Lilly Road NE, Olympia, WA 98506-5132 • 360-867-2577 • Fax 360-867-2601

