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June 6, 2016

Newborn Screening Submitters 

RE:  Newborn Screening Fee Increase Effective September 1, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to notify you of an upcoming newborn screening fee increase that will become effective 
for newborn screening blood spot cards received on or after September 1, 2016.  Effective that 
date, the newborn screening fee will increase to $84.50 per newborn, which consists of the 
laboratory testing fee of $76.10 plus the clinic subsidy fee of $8.40. 

As you may be aware, the newborn screening program is a mandatory program in the State of 
Washington that benefits our youngest citizens.  Each newborn is tested for 28 conditions that 
will affect the long-term well-being of the infant if left undetected.  The consequences of not 
detecting these conditions can include physical or mental impairment and/or death for the 
babies. 

The newborn screening program is entirely fee-funded and does not receive any state funding to 
maintain operations.  The last operating fee increase was in 2004; since that time, operating 
costs have increased, the number of babies born statewide has increased, and changing 
technologies have had an effect on the cost of testing. The 10.3 percent increase from the 
current fee of $69 to $76.10 will allow the program to continue operations. 

As a reminder, our recommendation is that each baby in Washington is screened twice for the 
28 conditions and the fee covers both screenings.   

Thank you for your commitment to protecting our newborns through newborn screening.  
Please contact me if you would like further information.   

Sincerely yours, 

John Thompson, PhD, MPH, MPA 
Director, Office of Newborn Screening 
Washington Public Health Laboratories 


