Comprehensive Hospital Abstract Reporting System (CHARS) Public File

The Comprehensive Hospital Abstract Reporting System (CHARS) contains coded hospital inpatient and observation discharge information (derived from billing systems). CHARS is used to collect information such as the age, sex, zip code and billed charges of patients, as well as the codes for their diagnoses and procedures among other items. The purpose of the CHARS system is to provide public health personnel, consumers, purchasers, payers, providers, and researchers with information to use to make informed decisions on health care. The CHARS system provides those concerned with the development of public policy with information necessary to analyze many significant health care issues. In order to facilitate use of CHARS for these purposes a fully public file was created.

The CHARS Public file specificity has been greatly reduced from the Limited, or Potentially Identifiable, file. The hospital identification, the month of discharge, secondary diagnosis, procedure and external cause codes have all been excluded from this file. In addition, zip code, principal diagnosis, procedure and external cause code have been truncated to the first three digits. Age and length of stay have been changed to a range.

The Public File combines the Inpatient and Observation stays in one file. The file is a comma separated value file commonly known as a CSV file. There is a data dictionary which explains each data element. The file does not come with any software to help you interpret the data. To use the data you must import the CSV file into a database or spreadsheet. All software that can handle data can import a CSV file.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The download file is compressed or zipped using software. The full CSV file is about 50 mb while the zipped file is less than 10 mb. You will need software to unzip the file. Contact Ric Ordos if you have problems or would like earlier years.

