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MAY 23, 2011  
PUBLIC HEALTH STANDARDS WORKGROUP 
Participants 
Co-Chairs Susan Ramsey, Torney Smith (absent) 
Staff Simana Dimitrova, Jane Lee, Wanda Williams 
Members Barry Kling (Chelan-Douglas ); Elaine Conley (Spokane); Harvey Crowder (Walla 

Walla); Cindan Gizzi (Tacoma-Pierce); Janis Koch (Clark); Jack Thompson (UW); 
Joe Lillard (Asotin); Craig McLaughlin (SBOH); Marni Mason (Consultant); Kathy 
Chapman, Jennifer Tebaldi, Maryanne Guichard, Kris Kernan (DOH) 

 

MEETING NOTES 
WELCOME 
Susan Ramsey 

Susan welcomed all and expressed Torney’s apologies for having to miss the meeting.   
 

OVERVIEW AND UPDATE OF 2011 LHJ STANDARDS REVIEW CYCLE 
Marni Mason  

10 LHJs were reviewed on the National (PHAB) set; 4 on the Washington set and the 
remaining 20 LHJs (except Okanogan which did not participate in this standards cycle) were 
reviewed on the Basic set of standards. Final quality review and exemplary practices 
document selection will be done by mid June.  
 
2010-2011 OVERALL REPORT 
Marni Mason, Consultant 

Suggestion was made and approved by the workgroup to rename the overall system report 
to ‘2011 Washington Performance Summary Report’. Unfortunately there is little opportunity 
to compare these results with earlier reviews since the standards changed significantly to align 
with PHAB. The report will include: 

• Description of review process, including development of Basic set 
• PHAB/WA Summary - aggregate data for all 14 PHAB/WA LHJ results by domain, 

standard and measure and DOH results 
• Basic Summary - aggregate data for all 20 Basic set LHJ results by measure 
• Recommendations for areas of improvement 
 
Additional suggestions:  

• Highlight prerequisites for accreditation – community health assessment, community health 
improvement plan, and strategic plan 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 

• Include peer LHJ comparisons 
• Discuss implications of multiple reviews and a systems wide view prior to decisions for next 

review. Suggest postponing this discussion until all reports and the evaluations are 
complete in late June. 

 
Final recommendations will be reviewed and approved by the workgroup during their June 
21 meeting. Final report will be available on the web at the end of July 2011. 
 
LHJ QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLANS 
Susan Ramsey  

New this year was a requirement linking participation in the standards review process to 
Local Capacity Development Funds. The second requirement is for each LHJ to submit a draft 
quality improvement plan by September 30, 2011. The draft plan must contain the following 
elements: 
• Areas that need improvement (including which standards and measures) 
• Activities or strategies needed to be implemented to demonstrate success 
• Designated lead on implementing the established quality improvement activities 
• Timeframe for improving each area 
 
DOH will share additional information later in June.  
  
CENTERS FOR EXCELLENECE UPDATE 
Susan Ramsey  

Timeline with the Centers for Excellence’s activities and trainings was distributed at the 
meeting. The Centers are also about to launch their own website. To view the timeline, go to 
www.doh.wa.gov/phip/doc/phs/mtg/11/may/2.pdf 
 
CHIP/SHIP COLLABORATIVE UPDATE 
Wanda Williams  

The seven-month learning collaborative, funded through the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
MLC grant will have a mini learning session on June 2, 2011. This online event will showcase 
the work of three local health agency (Grays Harbor, Kitsap, and Walla Walla) teams and 
the DOH team. In addition, there will be training on facilitating community workgroups and 
strategies for CHIP/SHIP implementation. 
 
NEXT STEPS 

Next meeting will be held on June 21, 2011 via iLinc.  
 

 


