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WASHINGTON STATE  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
BOARD OF NATUROPATHY 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

AUGUST 26, 2011 
 

Location: The meeting took place at the following locations utilizing 
videoconferencing, as well as telephone conference call: 

 
 Department of Health 
 Marketing Center Creekside Three at CenterPoint 
 20435 72nd Ave S, Suite 200 
 Kent, WA 98032 
 
 Department of Health 
 16201 E Indiana Ave, Room 112 
 Spokane, WA 99216 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Jennifer Booker, ND 
Barbara Grant, Public Member 
Mark Monwai, ND 
Daniel Newman, MD, ND 
Hazel Philp, ND, LAc 
Michael Whitney, ND, DC 
Deborah Wright, Public Member 

 
 
OPEN SESSION 

STAFF PRESENT: 
Susan Gragg, Program Manager 
Susan Boyer, Executive Director 
Steve Saxe, HPF Director 
Oscar Chaves, Assistant Attorney General 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

1.1 Welcome and introductions 
Introductions were made of the Board members and staff. 

 
1.2 Office Election. 

The Board elected Hazel Philp, ND, as interim Chair. There will be full 
elections at the next business meeting. Dr. Philp called the meeting to order 
at 8:45 am Friday, August 26, 2011. 

 
1.3  Approval of agenda 

The Board approved the August 26, 2011, meeting agenda. 
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2. BRIEF OVERVIEW/ORIENTATION 
Susan Gragg, Program Manager, provided a brief orientation on the following 
subjects: 

 Open Public Meetings Act, which promotes government transparency and 
accountability; 

 Administrative information, which included board payroll, travel 
reimbursement and processing; 

 Budget Overview, which included information on revenue, allotment/spending 
authority, and reserves; 

 Service Units and their functions, which include the Customer Service Office, 
Investigations and Inspections Office, and Legal Services Office; 

 Credentialing Process, including intake, processing, review, and approval; 

 Disciplinary Process, which includes complaint intake, assessment, 
investigations, review, and case disposition; 

 Rules Process 
 
Ms. Gragg also reminded the Board that a full, all day board member orientation will 
be provided on September 15, 2011, at the Tumwater office. 
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 3.1 Joint Operating Agreement 

Steve Saxe, Director, gave a brief overview of the draft operating agreement. 
The agreement is the framework for Department/Board partnerships with 
regard to profession regulation, discipline, adjudication, administrative issues, 
processes, and procedures. Mr. Saxe suggested the board members take 
time to read and study the agreement provisions for discussion and decision 
at a future meeting. 
 

 3.2 Delegation of Signature Authority 
The board discussed and approved the Delegation of Signature Authority for 
credentialing, disciplinary, compliance, and rule functions. 
 

 3.3 Request for provisional school accreditation status for National 
University of Health Sciences 
The board discussed a request received by the National University of Health 
Sciences (NUHS) for provisional accreditation status. Drs. Newman and 
Whitney volunteered to review the 233 page NUHS self-assessment materials 
and give a report at a future meeting. 
 

 3.4 Meeting schedules; remainder of 2011, and 2012 (regular versus special 
meetings) 
The board set November 4, 2011, as the next (and final) 2011 business 
meeting; and set the schedule for 2012 as 

 February 17, 2012, 

 May 18, 2012, 
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 August 17, 2012, and 

 November 15, 2012. 
 
The board determined the 2012 meetings should be regular meetings, 
published with the Office of the Code Reviser. 
 

 3.5 Member availability for case authorization(s) between meetings 
For case authorizations that need to occur between meetings, Ms. Gragg 
reported the case manager, Janelle Cognasso, has 2 time slots available: 
1:00 pm Mondays or 1:00 pm Fridays. The board chose 1:00 pm Fridays. Ms. 
Gragg stated that given the relatively low number of complaint cases for the 
naturopathy profession, these authorization meetings would probably occur 
by telephone conference call about every 3 to 4 weeks. 

 
4. PROGRAM REPORTS 
 4.1 Executive Director Report 

Susan Boyer, Executive Director, provided a written report on the following: 
 
Office of Health Professions and Facilities and Health Systems Quality 
Assurance Division 
The Board of Naturopathy joins 16 other board and commissions that regulate 
health professions. These include dental, osteopathic medicine, chiropractic, 
podiatry, pharmacy, physical therapy, occupational therapy, and more. The 
Office of Health Professions, through the authority of the Secretary of Health, 
regulates the remaining health professions. 
 
Planning for New Member Orientation 
HPF will be hosting a New Board Member Orientation September 15, 2011, in 
Tumwater. This is an opportunity to provide new board members with a 
review of all functions and processes of the board including credentialing, 
discipline, rule making, ethics, and the legislative process. 
 
Annual Board/Commission Leadership Meeting 
HPF hosted the annual Board/Commission Leadership meeting on June 14, 
2011. Seventeen members attended the meeting and Mary Selecky provided 
opening remarks. Agenda items included budget updates, a review of the 
2011 legislative session, office updates by Karen Jensen, and updates by 
directors of Health System Quality Assurance Offices. Members participated 
in a table- top exercise on board/commission member training. This 
information will be used to develop a formal training program for board and 
commission members. 
 
Pain Management Rules 
The legislature directed three Commissions (Medical, Nursing, and Dental) 
and the Osteopathic and Podiatry Boards to develop pain management rules 
to guide opiate prescribing. These rules set a morphine equivalent total daily 
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dose of 120 mg. Any dosage over this limit, a prescriber must have additional 
training or refer the patient to a pain management specialist. 
 
Prescription Monitoring Program 
The Prescription Monitoring Program tracks all controlled substances 
prescribed and dispensed in Washington State. The Department sent 
notification to all licensed pharmacies letting them know that as of this 
October, they are responsible to report prescription data weekly. Prescribers 
and pharmacists can access patient data beginning January 2012. 
 
Medical Assistant Sunrise Review 
The Department of Health is drafting a sunrise review of a potential new 
profession, Medical Assistants. The board was encouraged to provide 
feedback and input. 
 
Rule Making Petition to Repeal Marijuana from Schedule 1 of the Controlled 
Substance Act in Washington State 
In June, the Board of Pharmacy considered a petition filed to repeal 
marijuana from the Schedule 1 designation in WAC 246-887-100. The board 
denied the petition. The department anticipates more legislative activity on 
this subject. 
 
Acetaminophen 
The pharmacy board agreed to develop an advisory newsletter article for 
pharmacists who dispense acetaminophen. The drug can cause liver toxicity 
in amounts greater than 4 gm per day. Acetaminophen needs to be clearly 
labeled on the prescription and patients need to be counseled appropriately. 
 

 4.2 PROGRAM MANGER REPORT 
Susan Gragg, Program Manager, provided the Board with the licensee status, 
current case status, and budget spending plan reports. 
 

 4.3 Assistant Attorney General Report 
Oscar, Chaves, AAG, reported he is leaving the health division for a position 
in another division and another advisor will be assigned to the Board. 

 
5. RULES UPDATE 

Ms. Gragg reported that the rule moratorium that resulted from the Governor’s 
Executive Order 10-06 (effective November 3, 2010) is still in place. The rule making 
projects remaining on hold until the moratorium lifts are: 

 Continuing education 

 School accreditation 

 Non-surgical cosmetic procedures 
 
Executive Order 10-06 is in effect through December 31, 2011; however, there is a 
possibility that the Governor or legislature may extend it beyond that date. Staff will 
share updates with the Board. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
 
6. CASE AUTHORIZATION 

There were no cases for authorization. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
7. OTHER 

Bob May, ND, Executive Director for the Washington Association of Naturopathic 
Physicians, brought a concern that several members appointed to the board hold 
multiple health profession licenses. Of concern is whether the holding of multiple 
licenses will affected decision making by those members; as well as whether they 
can fully represent the profession as a board member. Dr. May stated he wanted the 
board to be aware that the WANP will be contacting the Governor’s office for 
clarification of this issue. 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 
 

 Submitted by: Approved by: 
 
 
  /s/       /s/    
 Susan Gragg, Program Manager Chair 
 Naturopathy Program Board of Naturopathy 

 


