
 

 
 

 

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE BOARD 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 
 

October 7, 2011 

12:00 PM 
 

DSHS – Bellingham Community Services Office 

Oak Room 

4101 Meridian Street 

Bellingham, WA  98226 
 

 

On October 7, 2011 the Occupational Therapy Practice Board met at DSHS – Bellingham 

Community Services Office, Oak Room, 4101 Meridian Street, Bellingham, WA.  In accordance 

with the Open Public Meetings Act, notices were sent to individuals requesting notification of 

meetings. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT STAFF PRESENT 

CAMILLE CURRY, OT, CHAIR  JANETTE BENHAM, PROGRAM MANAGER 

KARIN SCHULZE, OT, VICE CHAIR SANDIE PEARSON, PROGRAM SUPPORT 

BRENDA LEMPE, COTA   

BARBARA SMITH, OT STAFF PRESENT VIA PHONE 

 ROBIN BUCKNELL, DISCIPLINARY CASE MGR  

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA PHONE AMANDA MIGCHELBRINK, ASSISTANT  

MICHELLE MOULTON, PUBLIC MEMBER   ATTORNEY GENERAL 

  LILIA LOPEZ, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 

GUESTS PRESENT GENERAL 

MARC GJURASIC  

JESSICA KRAWCZYK 

JOHN HATCHER 

JOANNE KELLER GREEN 

  

Friday, October 7, 2011 – 12:00 PM – OPEN SESSION 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER   
 

The meeting was called to order by Camille Curry, Chair, at 9:05 a.m. 

 

1.1 Introductions 

  

Board members, staff, and guests introduced themselves.   
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1.2 Approval of Agenda 

 

The agenda was amended to move Item 3 – Request for Continuing Education 

Extension under Closed Session as an Application Review.  The agenda was 

approved as amended. 

 

1.3 Approval of July 11, 2011 conference call meeting minutes 

 

The July 11, 2011 conference call meeting minutes were approved as presented. 

 

1.4 Approval of Disciplinary Meeting Minutes 

 

The Disciplinary Meeting Minutes were approved as presented. 

 

2. PROGRAM MANAGER REPORT – Janette Benham, Program Manager 

2.1 Current Budget Report 

Janette Benham, Program Manager, provided the 2009 to 2011 final budget report 

to the board.  Ms. Benham reminded the board that the biennium ended June 30, 

2011.  Ms. Benham also provided an update and handouts to board members 

regarding the status of the 2011-2013 biennium budget.  The report showed a 

reduction in allotment as a result of budget cuts.  Program staff will continue to 

monitor the budget and will report any concerns or changes to the board. 

 

2.2 Update on fee increases  

Ms. Benham provided an update on fee increases.  The CR103 regarding fee 

increases was filed on October 6, 2011.  Notice of fee increases was sent to 

profession listservs.  Fee increases take effect December 1, 2011.  

 

2.3 Licensing statistics – number of active and pending licenses 

 The board was given a handout detailing the number of OT and OTA active, 

inactive, expired, revoked, suspended, and pending licenses.  The numbers are: 

  

  

LICENSE STATUS OCCUPATIONAL 

THERAPISTS 

OCCUPATIONAL 

THERAPY ASSISTANTS 

Active 2907 631 

Inactive  84 16 

Expired  2199 684 

Revoked  2 1 

Suspended  3 3 

Pending 49 33 
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2.4 Update on board member terms and recruitment  

Ms. Benham provided an update regarding board member terms and the 

recruitment process.  Members who are currently in their second term and are not 

eligible for re-appointment include:  Camille Curry, Barbara Smith, and Michelle 

Moulton, Public Member.  Karin Schulze and Brenda Lempe are serving their 

first term and are eligible for re-appointment.   

 

2.5 New board member training and orientation update 

 Brenda Lempe, OTA, attended the New Board Member Orientation held on 

September 15, 2011 in Tumwater.  Ms. Lempe reported to the board that the 

orientation/training was informative and interesting.  The training is open to all 

board members.  The department is working on providing this valuable training 

quarterly and possibly via webinar or online. 

 

3. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF WOUND CARE MANAGEMENT AND SHARP 

DEBRIDEMENT AFFIDAVIT – Janette Benham, Program Manager  

 

The board reviewed and discussed a draft version of the form OTs will submit to receive 

the endorsement(s) for wound care management and sharp debridement.  Ms Benham 

reported that the department’s legal staff and rules staff determined that rule making to 

include the affidavit was not necessary.  It was suggested that the draft affidavit be 

amended to include the definition of wound care management under item 3, and to add 

the term “sharp debridement with a scalpel endorsement” to item 4.  Karin Schulze 

moved to approve the amended affidavit, Barb Smith seconded the motion.  The board 

unanimously approved the amended affidavit. The affidavit will be made available on the 

OT webpage in the Applications/Forms section.   

 

Ms. Benham will track questions for the next year regarding the affidavit and will bring 

any questions or concerns to the board for discussion.  If the board determines language 

needs to be clarified through rulemaking, the board can make a decision to do rulemaking 

at a later date.  An audience member asked the board to clarify the difference between 

delegating and mentoring. The concern is that since the language in statute says sharp 

debridement cannot be delegated, would mentoring be considered delegation?  The board 

discussed that mentoring an OT to meet the qualifications of “mentored training” is not 

the same as delegating.  The board asked Amanda Migchelbrink, AAG, to review the 

RCW and the affidavit and update them at a future meeting.   

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There was no correspondence for the board to review at this time. 

 

 

5. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
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Camille Curry announced that she would not like to be considered for chair because her 

board term expires in 2012.  Mrs. Curry shared that she appreciated serving as chair and 

felt it was a great learning opportunity.   

 

Karin Schulze was nominated as chair for 2012.  The board voted unanimously, to 

approve Ms. Schulze as chair.  Brenda Lempe was nominated as vice-chair for 2012.  The 

board voted unanimously to approve Ms. Lempe as vice-chair.   

 

6. BOARD MEETING DATES FOR 2012 

 

The board adopted the meeting dates listed below for 2012.  Updated meeting 

information can be found by visiting the board’s webpage at:  

http://www.doh.wa.gov/hsqa/professions/Occupational_Therapy/minutes.htm  

DATE LOCATION 

January 20, 2012 Tumwater 

April 20, 2012 Tumwater 

July 20, 2012 Conference Call 

October 2012 TBD 

 

7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

  

The board discussed the following agenda items for future meetings: 

 Update on rules moratorium 

 Update from AAG regarding mentorship and delegation 

 Karen Jensen, Assistant Secretary – HSQA update 

 Update on COTA educational programs 

 Correspondence 

 

8. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A copy of the September 2011 issue of “The Sentinel News for DOH Employees” was 

provided in board member packets for review. 

 

9. OTHER OPEN SESSION BUSINESS  

 

Board members discussed the upcoming 2012 legislative session.  Ms. Moulton, public 

member, volunteered to act as the board representative for the weekly legislative meet -

me-calls.  Ms. Schulze will act as the alternate.    

 

CLOSED SESSION – 1:30 p.m. 

 

10. APPLICATION REVIEWS 

 

 CE Extension Request – approved 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/hsqa/professions/Occupational_Therapy/minutes.htm
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 Applicant A 48 – approved  

 

11. DISCIPLINARY CASE REVIEWS 

 

See Disciplinary Meeting Minutes 

 

OPEN SESSION – 2:10 p.m. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The board adjourned at 2:10 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled board meeting is  

January 20, 2012 and will be in Tumwater.  Information will be posted on the 

Occupational Therapy website. 

 

Respectfully submitted:   Approved: 

 

 ___________________   _______________________________ 
Janette Benham   Camille Curry, Chair 

Program Manager    Occupational Therapy Practice Board 

 

 

 


