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Date 9-27-12 Time 9:30-10:30 
Title of Meeting School Module Workgroup 

 
Attendees • Gail Ann Fast – School Nurse Corp Administrators 

• Jill Lewis – Puget Sound Nurse Supervisors, 
Seattle Public Schools 

• Mona Miles-Koehler - School Nurse Corp 
Administrators 

• Cheryl Sampson – SNOW; Central Valley 
• Kristi Siahaya -  Health Program Specialist, 

Immunization Outreach, Spokane Regional Health 
District 

• Les Stahlnecker - School Nurse Corp 
Administrators 

• Janet Wisner - School Nurse, Bellingham School 
District 

 

DOH Office of Immunization and Child Profile 
staff: 
• Chris Halsell 
• Trang Kuss 
• Pat deHart 
• Chrystal Averette 
 

 
Topic Discussion For Action/Follow-Up 
Reporting System Update 
 

This fall, schools will use the Washington State 
Immunization Information System (IIS) to report the 
required school annual immunization status report. 
Before schools can report, school staff needs to 
register online. We sent registration links to the 
School Nurse Corps Administrators to send to their 
contacts. Currently, about 60% of all public and 
private schools have registered. We published a list of 
schools that have registered on our main school 
reporting web page. 
 
The reporting system is not ready to use. By mid 
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Topic Discussion For Action/Follow-Up 
October, we will know if the system is ready. If not, 
we will extend the reporting deadline. When the 
system is ready, registered users will get an email 
with their username and temporary password to log 
into the system.  
 
Schools using a student information system can check 
with their vendors to see if there’s an export feature 
available. We have been working with a few vendors 
to set up these electronic files. These files can be 
emailed to us instead of manually entering the data 
in the reporting system. 
 
Questions: Do we know about new schools that have 
been created? Is there a way to inactivate schools 
that are on temporary closure for remodeling? How 
often does OSPI update list of schools? Do we want 
to be notified about changes with schools? 

• We look at the OSPI directory file on their 
website. We would like to get updates about 
school changes. 

 
Background Our Office purchased the School Module a few years 

ago. The School Module is attached to the IIS, so 
users can access IIS immunization data. The School 
Module has specific features for schools to use, 
including out of compliance reports, template letters, 
mailing labels, forecasting tool. We shared a picture 
of the Module and how it looks in comparison with 
the IIS and other immunization modules (e.g., Hep B 
Module, Vaccine Ordering Module). 
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Topic Discussion For Action/Follow-Up 
 
In 2010, we received funding through a grant to 
determine what modifications were necessary so 
schools in WA State can use the Module. Interviews 
were conducted with school staff around the state. 
Modifications were made in 2011. 
 
However, there are some major policy issues that 
need to be addressed before we can roll the Module 
out to schools. The Module currently would allow any 
user to view as well as enter immunizations that 
would populate the IIS. In our state, parents are 
allowed to self report immunizations that do not 
require provider verification. We are concerned that 
invalid immunizations might be entered into the IIS 
and corrupt the data. A second major issue is FERPA 
requires that parent consent be obtained for schools 
to enter an educational record into the IIS. 
 

School Module 
Implementation 

Before we can roll out the School Module to schools, 
we need to address some policy issues and 
determine if the School Module will meet the needs 
of the users. We decided to take incremental steps to 
rolling out the Module, including the use of the 
Module for schools to report their immunization 
status report.  
 
Last year, we convened this workgroup to help us roll 
out the reporting feature of the Module. This year, 
we would like to discuss the roll-out of the “Tracking 
Feature” of the Module. The tracking feature would 

We need to continue discussion of the purpose, 
goals, and timeline for this workgroup at the next 
meeting. 
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Topic Discussion For Action/Follow-Up 
enable school staff to track students associated with 
a specific school and grade, review all the available 
immunizations for the student, enter missing 
immunizations, identify students out of compliance, 
send follow-up letters, and eventually the Module 
would allow Department of Health to analyze data 
for reporting to CDC. 
 
We reviewed a proposed 5 year timeline for the 
School Module and a proposed 1 year timeline for 
the Workgroup. We started discussing a starting 
point for our work, which may include a review of the 
business workflow. Gail suggested we need to 
address the policy issues as well since current 
workflow is flawed. Concern raised about redundancy 
of data entry. 
 

Wrap-Up Future meetings: everyone agreed that the 4th 
Thursday works for their schedule. Kristi proposed 
that we meet for 1.5 hours (9:30-11). Everyone 
agreed to the 4th Thurs of each month until May 2013 
from 9:30-11. 
 

 

 


