
 

 
 

 

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE BOARD 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING MINUTES 
 

January 25, 2013 

10:00 AM 

By telephone 
 

 

On January 25, 2013 the Occupational Therapy Practice Board met by phone.  In accordance with 

the Open Public Meetings Act, notices were sent to individuals requesting notification of meetings. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA PHONE STAFF PRESENT VIA PHONE 

KARIN SCHULZE, OT, CHAIR JANETTE BENHAM, PROGRAM MANAGER  

BRENDA LEMPE, COTA, VICE-CHAIR BOB NICOLOFF, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CAMILLE CURRY, OT  SANDIE PEARSON, PROGRAM SUPPORT 

BARBARA SMITH, OT  DEBRA DEFREYN, AAG 

MICHELLE MOULTON, PUBLIC MEMBER BILL KELLINGTON, SUPERVISING STAFF 

ATTORNEY 

  PEGGY OWEN, DISCIPLINARY CASE MANAGER 

  MIKE BROWN, STAFF ATTORNEY 

   

GUESTS PRESENT VIA PHONE 
KATHY STEWART 

JOANNE KELLER-GREENE 

  

Friday, January 25, 2013 – 10:00 AM – OPEN SESSION 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER   
 

The meeting was called to order by board chair, Karin Schulze, at 10:06 a.m. 

 

1.1 Introductions 

  

Board members, staff, and guests who were present by phone introduced 

themselves.   

 

1.2 Approval of Agenda 

 

The Agenda was amended.  Agenda Item 2.4 Performance Measures was deferred 

until the next meeting.  The agenda was approved as amended. 
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1.3 Approval of October 25, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

 

Board members reviewed the October 25, 2012 Meeting Minutes.  A minor 

typographical error was corrected under Item 2.5.  The October 25, 2012 Meeting 

Minutes were approved as corrected. 

 

1.4 Approval of Disciplinary Meeting Minutes 

 

Board members reviewed the Disciplinary Meeting Minutes.  Item 3 and Item 4 

were corrected to “reviewed by Chair, signed by Brenda Lempe, Vice Chair.”  

The corrected Disciplinary Meeting Minutes were approved. 

 

2. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Bob Nicoloff, Executive Director 

2.1 Current Budget Report – Mr. Nicoloff provided an overview of the updated 

budget report.  The report shows that many areas are underspent.  The portion of 

the budget dedicated to Investigations and Legal Costs is currently overspent.  

Ms. Lempe asked whether it was possible to shift allotments to cover areas that 

are overspent.  Mr. Nicoloff said that shifting allotments is something that is done 

during the budget development process for each biennium.  Staff will continue to 

monitor the budget and provide regular updates to the board. 

 

2.2 Legislative Update – Mr. Nicoloff provided information regarding the following 

bills that are moving through the legislative process:   

 House Bill 1376 - Clarifies the requirement that certain health professionals 

complete training in suicide assessment, treatment, and management.  This 

bill allows the board to approve training that includes only screening and 

referral elements if appropriate based on practice setting.  It also allows the 

board to determine if the requirement for OT practitioners will be three hours 

or six hours of training.   

 Senate Bill 5206 - Authorizes occupational therapists, occupational therapy 

assistants, dieticians, and nutritionists to participate in online access to the 

University of Washington health sciences library.  This bill adds OTs and 

OTAs to the list of professions that have access to the health sciences library 

at the University of Washington.  A mandatory fee of $16 would be added to 

practitioner’s license and renewal fee.  Ms. Benham will research whether the 

$16 fee is assessed annually or per renewal cycle and will report her findings 

at the next meeting.   

 House Bill 1003 - Relates to disciplinary actions against the health profession 

license of the subject of a Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) 

finding.  The bill amends RCW 18.130.050 to permit a disciplining authority 

(Department of Health, board, or commission) to issue a summary suspension 

if a licensee is prohibited from employment in the care of vulnerable adults 

based on a DSHS finding. 
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At the October 2012 meeting the board designated Barb Smith to be the Meet-

Me-Call representative.  Ms. Smith has been participating in the weekly 

legislative calls and shared that she has found the weekly calls to be interesting. 

 

2.3 Presentation and discussion of bylaws – Mr. Nicoloff gave a brief background 

regarding bylaws.  He informed members that Governor Inslee is encouraging boards 

and commissions to draft and adopt bylaws.  Bylaws will assist in clarifying the role 

of the board and the board’s authority.  Bylaws may also include items such as how 

the board will schedule and conduct meetings (i.e.: Roberts Rules).  Mrs. Curry 

commented that the language in the sample bylaws seemed standard and 

recommended members email Ms. Benham their suggestions or additions to the 

bylaws.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to utilize the sample bylaws as 

a starting point and that suggested language or changes be emailed to Ms. Benham.  

Suggestions will be compiled and included in the first draft of the board’s bylaws and 

will be presented for board review and discussion at the next meeting. 

 

2.4 Performance Measures – This item was deferred until the next meeting.  

 

3. PROGRAM MANAGER REPORT – Janette Benham, Program Manager 

 

3.1 Licensing Statistics – Ms. Benham provided updated information regarding the 

number of licensed occupational therapists and assistants, and the number of 

pending applications for both.  Information regarding the number of OTs who 

have the wound care management and sharp debridement endorsements was also 

provided.  Licensing statistics for the Occupational Therapy Program are as 

follows: 

 

 OT OTA 

Active Licenses 2971 726 

Inactive License 103 18 

Expired License 2374 697 

Revoked License 2 1 

Suspended License 3 3 

Pending Licensure 69 18 

 

OT ENDORSEMENT TYPE 

Wound care management 53 

Sharp debridement 45 

 

Ms. Smith asked if the OT endorsement(s) were printed out on the practitioner’s 

license when applicable.  Ms. Benham explained that initially the department was 

experiencing technical issues with getting the endorsement(s) to print on licenses.  

She thought the technical issues had been resolved, and would confirm with the 

credentialing unit that the endorsement(s) were printing out on licenses.   
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3.2 Recruitment update for occupational therapist and public member positions – 

Information regarding board member recruitment efforts was provided to the 

board.  Ms. Benham shared that the candidate packets have been forwarded to the 

Governor’s office for appointment.  The appointments have been delayed due to 

the recent change in Governor.  Information that was forwarded included 

applicants seeking appointment to the professional member position currently 

held by Mrs. Curry and the public member position held by Ms. Moulton.  Both 

Mrs. Curry and Ms. Moulton have successfully served two terms and are not 

eligible for reappointment.  Ms. Benham thanked them agreeing to serve on the 

board until their successors are appointed.   Brenda Lempe, OTA, has been 

appointed to serve a second term. 

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE – Board members reviewed, discussed, and responded to the 

following correspondence received by program staff.  

4.1 Request from licensee regarding accepting referrals and providing services for 

low vision therapy – The board discussed the request and determined that it is 

appropriate to accept a referral from an ophthalmologist per RCW 18.59.100.  

The case would be considered a medical case upon such referral.   

 

 The board also wanted to refer the licensee to WAC 246-847-170 (11).  After 

evaluating a client who has not been referred by the professions listed in RCW 

18.59.100, the OT makes the determination if the case is a medical case.  The OT 

would then refer the case to a physician.  Cases referred by Optometrists are not 

considered medical cases as Optometrists are not listed in RCW 18.59.100 

 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved that Ms. Benham works with Ms. 

Schulze and Ms. Defreyn, AAG, on drafting a response on the board’s behalf.   

 

4.2 Any additional correspondence received by program staff – There was no 

additional correspondence for members to review at this time.   

 

5. UPDATE ON SUICIDE ASSESSMENT, TREATMENT, AND MANAGEMENT 

RULES  

Ms. Benham shared an update regarding the rules to implement Engrossed Substitute 

House Bill (ESHB) 2366 requiring continuing education in suicide assessment, treatment, 

and management.  Members discussed whether to proceed with the rules or wait for the 

outcome of House Bill 1376. Mrs. Curry moved, Ms. Lempe seconded, and all members 

approved a motion to defer progressing forward with the rules until the outcome of HB 

1376 is determined.   

 

Ms. Benham asked the board to designate a representative to be part of the collaborative 

effort to develop a model list of suicide assessment, treatment, and management 
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trainings.  The committee will work to develop the model list required by ESHB 2366.  

The board designated Ms. Schulze as their representative.   

 

 

6. UPDATE AND STATUS OF RULES REVISIONS 

The board reviewed rule changes that were drafted prior to the rules moratorium.  The 

moratorium expired at the end of December, 2012.  Board members discussed how to 

proceed with the revisions.  Ms. Benham shared that a rules workshop could be included 

as an item on the next agenda, or board members could hold a separate rules workshop.  

Ms. Schulze and Ms. Smith both stated that they prefer having a separate rules workshop 

outside of the regular board meeting.  Mrs. Curry made a motion that the board conducts 

a rules workshop, in early March, to continue working on draft language to the rules that 

were put on hold due to the moratorium.  Ms. Smith seconded the motion, and the board 

unanimously voted to approve the motion.   

 

7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

The board requested the following items be on the agenda for future meetings:   

 Review draft version of bylaws 

 Rules update 

 Performance measures 

 

8. CONSENT AGENDA – GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

A copy of the January 2013 issue of “The Sentinel News for DOH Employees” was 

provided to board members. 

 

9. OTHER OPEN SESSION BUSINESS  

 

There was no other open session business discussed at this time. 

 

CLOSED SESSION – 11:16 a.m. 

 

10. APPLICATION REVIEWS 

 Applicant A-60 – Approved 

 

11. DISCIPLINARY CASE REVIEWS 

 

 See Disciplinary Meeting Minutes 

 

OPEN SESSION – 11:29 a.m. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT  

 

The board adjourned at 11:29 a.m.  The next regularly scheduled board meeting is  
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April 26, 2013 and is scheduled to be held at the DOH offices in Tumwater.  Information 

will be posted on the Occupational Therapy website. 

 

Respectfully submitted:   Approved: 

 

 ___________________   _______________________________ 
Janette Benham   Karin Schulze, Chair 

Program Manager    Occupational Therapy Practice Board 


