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Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
 

March 23-24, 2013 

 

Commission Members 

Harold Rasmussen, DC, Chair, Gabe (Gary) Smith, DC, Vice-Chair, Patrick Espana, Public Member, Robert 

Schmitt, DC, Bryson Langel, DC, Louise Stephens, Public Member, Matthew Waldron, DC, Aaron Chan, 

DC, James Slakey, Public Member, (absent), Winfield Hobbs, DC, Ron Rogers, DC, Ronwynn Pratt, DC, 

and Doug Long, DC. 

 

Staff Present       Presenter    
Leann Yount, Program Manager    Gary Schultz, DC, DACBR (Saturday)            

Bob Nicoloff, Executive Director    Colin Caywood, AAG (Sunday) 

Lilia Lopez, AAG      Debra Defreyn, AAG (Sunday) 

Jack Bucknell, Supervising Staff Attorney (Sunday) 

            
On March 23-24, 2013 the Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission (Commission) met in Vancouver, 

Washington at the SpringHill Suites Marriott Vancouver, Columbia Tech Tower, 1421 SE Tech Center 

Drive.   

 

OPEN SESSION – March 23, 2013         9:00 a.m. 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER – Dr. Rasmussen, DC, Chair        

         

 1.1 The agenda was approved as presented. 

 

1.2 The February 14, 2013 meeting minutes were approved as presented. 
 

1.3 Message from the Chair: 

 Dr. Rasmussen welcomed and thanked commissioners for giving up their weekend for 

the workshop.   
 

2. CASE PRESENTATION          

       

2.1 Stipulated Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Agreed Order –   Panel B  

Respondent:  Russell S. Tagg, DC 

Master Case No: M2012-9 

Staff Attorney: Patrick Hanley 

 

The Agreed Order was approved as presented. 
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3. HB 1518 – PILOT PROJECT – Bob Nicoloff, Executive Director    9:15 a.m. 
 

3.1  Mr. Nicoloff updated commission members about HB 1518 and the activity since the 

February 14
th

 meeting. 

 

A letter was drafted and sent through Secretary Mary C. Selecky to Governor Inslee and both the 

House and Senate legislative Committees informing them of the commission’s interest in the 

option of entering into the pilot if the opportunity arises. 

 

Mr. Nicoloff also provided commission members with an analysis on second substitute house bill 

1518 based on the fiscal note, the department’s analysis on the assumed growth rate for 

credentialing and spending, the Nursing Care and Medical Quality Assurance Commission’s 

organizational charts, and the Medical Commission’s pre-pilot project timeline from April 2008 

through March 2010.  

 

If the bill passes and the commission has the opportunity to enter into the pilot, a special meeting 

conference call will be held so the commission can officially vote. Should the commission enter 

into the pilot, the model needs planning phases and timelines that will have to be identified and 

implemented during the June 6
th

 meeting and ongoing. 
 

4. RULES SCAN OF CHAPTER 246-808 WAC – Dr. Smith    10: 30 a.m. 

  

4.1 Commission members broke out into three groups and reviewed sections of rules and 

identified areas needing amending.  

 

Dr. Pratt’s group reviewed WACs 246-808-001 – 215. Dr. Langel’s group reviewed WACs 

246-808-301 – 585. Dr. Schmitt’s group reviewed WACs 246-808-590 – 990. 

 

Comments and suggestions from interested parties were reviewed and considered during the 

rules scan.   

 

Ms. Yount will create a spreadsheet of the rules needing work. The commission will prioritize 

them during their June 6
th

 meeting.   
 

LUNCH - Commission members took a lunch break      12:30 p.m. 

 

5. ETHIC/BOUNDARY ISSUES & THE BOARD’S ROLE – Gary Schultz, DC  1:30 p.m. 

 

5.1 Dr. Schultz gave a PowerPoint presentation on Navigating a Complex and Uneven 

Landscape. He addressed professional boundaries and the chiropractic physician, as well as 

boundary issues in the context of a board’s role.  

 

BREAK            3:00 p.m. 

 

6. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT & ETHICS TRAINING – Lilia Lopez, AAG 3:15 p.m. 
 

6.1 Ms. Lopez gave a presentation to the commission regarding the Open Public Meetings Act 

and ethics. 
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 7. 2012 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE          3:45 p.m.                                                                        
 

7.1 Dr. Smith gave commission members an update about the department’s 2013 legislative meet-

me-calls.   

 

Lori Grassi with the Washington State Chiropractic Association also provided an update 

regarding their legislative bill activity and bills they’re monitoring.   
 

8. COMMISSION LEADERSHIP NOMINATIONS     4:00 p.m. 
 

8.1 Commission members nominated individuals for the chair, vice-chair, and the Executive 

Committee public member position, as follows: 

 

 Chair: 

 Dr. Smith 

 

Vice-Chair: 

 Dr. Waldron, 

 Dr. Chan, and,  

 Dr. Hobbs. 

 

Executive Committee Public Member: 

 Louise Stephens 

 

The voting will take place at the June 6
th

 meeting with an effective date of June 7, 2013. 

 

9. CHIROPRACTIC QUALITY ASSURANCE COMMISSION COMMITTEES 4:15 p.m. 

 

9.1 Continuing Education/Continued Competency/State Examination Committee:  

Members include: Matt Waldron, DC, Chair, Gabe Smith, DC, Aaron Chan, DC, Bryson 

Langel, DC, Win Hobbs, DC, and Jim Slakey, Public Member. 

 

Priority #1 

 Committee members reviewed 14 continuing education (CE) license renewal audits.   

 

Five audits didn’t meet the CE standard and will be sent to legal for the issuance of a 

Notice of Correction.  The rest were approved. 

 

Following are the areas that didn’t meet CE requirements: 

 

o CE course was not within the chiropractic scope of practice, 

o Too many online or other mulit-media CE hours, 

o Too many philosophy hours, 

o Hand written documentation that wasn’t authenticated from the CE entity. 
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9.2 Research Committee: 
Members include: Aaron Chan, DC, Chair, Patrick Espana, Public Member, Bryson Langel, 

DC, Gabe Smith, DC, Jim Slakey, Public Member, Robert Schmitt, DC, and Louise Stephens, 

Public Member. 
 

Priority #1 

 

 Committee members reviewed a lists and labels request and decided to deny the 

following request: 

 North West Naturopathic Physicians Convention - offering a CE course titled 

Mind-Medicine-Matter. 

 

The request was denied because the CE course is not chiropractic related. 
 

10. MANAGEMENT REPORT – Bob Nicoloff, Executive Director and Leann Yount 4:30 p.m. 
 

10.1 Bob Nicoloff provided an update about scheduling hearings.  

 

10.2 Mr. Nicoloff informed commission members that Governor Inslee appointed a new 

Department of Health Secretary, John Wiesman, DrPH, MPH. Dr. Wiesman will join the 

department on April 15, 2013. His curriculum vitae and the appointment announcement were 

included in the commission member’s meeting packets. 
 

10.3 No other items were presented. 
 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT         4:45 p.m. 
 

11.1 No members from the public were present. 
 

12. COMMISSION ADJOURNMENT        4:45 p.m. 
 

 

OPEN SESSION – March 24, 2013         9:00 a.m. 
  

13. CALL TO ORDER – Dr. Rasmussen, DC, Chair       9:00 a.m. 
  

13.1 Dr. Rasmussen assigned a hearing panel of Drs. Pratt, Schmitt, and Langel. He also outlined 

the expectations of the mock hearing and informed commissioners of their role in it. 
 

14. MOCK HEARING           9:05 a.m. 
 

 14.1 Commission members participated in a mock hearing for training purposes. 
 

15. PUBLIC COMMENT         12:15 p.m. 
 

15.1 No members from the public were present. 

 

16. NEW BUSINESS           

      

16.1 Commission members requested the following item for the next meeting agenda: 

 Examples of good and bad documentation for audits. 
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17. COMMISSION ADJOURNMENT        12:30 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting: June 6, 2013   

Department of Health 

20425 72
nd

 Ave. S., Room 307 

Kent, WA 98032 

 
 

 

______________________________________       

Prepared By: Leann Yount, Program Manager   Date 

 

 

              

Approved By: Harold Rasmussen, DC, Chair   Date 


