
 
Midwifery Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
August 27,  2013 

 
 
 

 
Location: This meeting was held by phone conference.  A phone 

number was available on the agenda for participation 
from the public 

 
     
Board Members Present: Jessica Laing, Public Member, Chair 
    Beth Coyote, Licensed Midwife 

Sunita Iyer, ND, Licensed Midwife 
Ali Lewis, MD 
Colleen Donovan-Batson, CNM 

 
Assistant Attorney  
General:   Elizabeth Baker, Assistant Attorney General 
 
Staff:    Blake Maresh, Executive Director 

Kendra Pitzler, Program Manager 
 
OPEN SESSION: 

 
1. Opening– DISCUSSION/ACTION– Jessica Laing, Chair 
  

A. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 12:10 p.m. 
B. Review of meeting protocol – Jessica Laing, Chair, reviewed the protocol and 

teleconferencing procedures. 
C. Introductions – Those attending the meeting introduced themselves. 

 
2. Approval of Agenda—DISCUSSION/ACTION – Jessica Laing, Chair 
  

A. Order of agenda for August 27, 2013. -  No changes were made to the order of 
the agenda. 

B. Approval of the August 27, 2013 agenda. – The agenda was approved as 
written. 

 
3. Discussion of Work of the Midwifery Advisory Committee in the past 5 years 

– Jessica Laing, Chair. 
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A. Development of meeting protocol.  
 
Ms. Laing reviewed the meeting protocol and asked if anyone had any 
questions.  She also explained the history of the document and that these 
protocols provide for balance of committee work and opportunity for public 
input, as well as a commitment to stay focused on the agenda and timelines. 
 

B. Support of legislation regarding fees and general fund money for the 
midwifery program and for UW data bank access. 
 
Ms. Laing explained that the midwifery profession is one of the smaller 
professions regulated by the Department of Health.  Although e the law 
requires the money to support professions to come from fees, it has been 
difficult for this profession to be self-supporting.  The difference has been 
made up by legislative provisos.  In the past, the committee has written the 
Secretary of the Department of Health, stating the committee’s support for  
the provisos as well as other legislative proposals. 
 

C. Legislative meet-me calls 
 
The Department of Health conducts weekly calls with boards, commissions 
and committees during the legislative session.  The department presents 
legislative proposals that affect health professions in general but normally do 
not talk about proposal that affect only one profession.   One member from the 
Midwifery Advisory Committee attends and another is appointed as back-up 
to allow for instances with the appointed member cannot attend. 
   

D. Rules work and priorities. 
 

Ms. Pitzler explained that the Midwifery Advisory Committee had prioritized 
rules they would like the Department to revise.  However, due to a rules 
moratorium by the Office of the Governor, those rules have been “on hold” 
for the past few years. The moratorium has now been lifted and the 
Department is now working on revising rules to allow easier access to 
licensure for midwives. 

 
E. Revision of the state examination. 

 
Ms. Coyote and Ms. Iyer explained that they had worked to revise the state 
examination.  Ms. Pitzler added that there could be further changes needed in 
the future. 

 
F. Review of complaint statistics 

 
Ms. Laing explained that every meeting, the committee reviews a report 
showing the cases that have been filed against midwives, and “unlicensed 
midwives.”  At the last meeting, it was noted that there have been an influx of 
complaints against unlicensed midwives.  It was thought that this could be due 
to the increased use of midwives assistants.  The Committee asked that this 
subject be added to future agendas. 
 

G. Development of a document with midwifery information for Investigators 
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Ms. Laing explained that the committee created a document to advise 
investigators of midwifery resources that can be used to assist  them.  This 
includes documents from the Midwives Association of Washington, as well as 
documents from midwifery schools and national associations.  In the future, 
the committee may want to review this form to assure it stays current. 

 
4. Discussion of Issues Currently Before the Committee – Jessica Laing, Chair 

 
A. Input on rules for credit toward education using the certified professional 

midwife credential as partial requirements. 
 
The Department of Health is currently working on revising the rules for credit 
toward educational requirements for licensure.  The Midwives Association of 
Washington State has developed a “route” using the Certified Professional 
Midwife (CPM) credential offered through the North American Registry of 
Midwives (NARM.)  The Department held two workshops earlier in August.  
The Department will share with the committee progress on these rules and 
may ask for assistance with their development. 
 

B. Birth assistants and midwifery scope of practice. 
 

As mentioned earlier in the meeting, this issue will be brought back to the 
next meeting.  Staff and committee members are working to obtain speakers 
from a midwifery assistant training program and from the Department of 
Health. 
 

C. Bylaws for the Committee. 
 

Health professions boards and commissions are currently working to adopt 
bylaws. Members may also want to look at whether adopting bylaws would 
benefit the committee. 
 

D. Continuing review of legislative issues and complaint statistics. 
 
Ms. Laing explained that Department of Health personnel report on legislative 
issues and complaint statistics to keep committee members informed.  This 
will continue at future meetings. 
 
 
 

 
5. Questions from new committee members and public – Jessica Laing, Chair 

 



Midwifery Advisory Committee 
Minutes – August 27, 2013 
Page 4 
 
 

Ms. Laing asked for further questions and discussions from each committee 
member and each member of the public who attended this call.  There were no 
further questions at this time. 
 

6. 2013 Committee Meeting Dates – DISCUSSION/ACTION – Jessica Laing 
 
The next meeting of the Midwifery Advisory Committee meeting is to be held on 
September 24, 2013.  Two committee members asked if they could call in to the 
September 24, 2013.  Ms. Pitzler agreed to set that up.  No other members had 
issues with this date. 
 
The December meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2013.  It is possible that this 
may need to be held later in the day.  Further discussion can take place at the 
September meeting. 
 

7. Adjournment. 
. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 

 


