
 

 
 

 
 

Board of Physical Therapy 
Public Meeting Minutes 

 
October 21, 2013  

GuestHouse Inn & Suites, 1600 74th Ave SW, Tumwater, WA 
On October 21, 2013 the Board of Physical Therapy met at GuestHouse Inn & Suites, 1600 
74th Avenue SW, Tumwater, WA.  In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notices 
were sent to individuals requesting notification of meetings. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT   STAFF PRESENT 
Robert Schmidt, PT, DPT, Chair Kris Waidely, Program Manager 
Renee Compton, PTA, Vice Chair Kirby Putscher, Acting Executive Director 
Marsha Melnick, PT, PhD Erlaine Diaz, Program Representative 
Stacey Kloepfer, Public Member Lilia Lopez, Assistant Attorney General 
Paula Mays, PT Mike Brown, Staff Attorney 
 Janet Staiger, Staff Attorney 
 Dan Havirco, Staff Attorney 

Bill Kellington, Staff Attorney Supervisor 
Peggy Owen, Disciplinary Manager 
Taylor Linke, Operations Manager 

  
GUESTS PRESENT   
Natalie Harms, FSBPT 
Heidi Paakkonen, FSBPT 
Elaine Armantrout, PTWA 
Jackie Barry, PTWA 
Melissa Johnson, PTWA 
John Zanas 
Volunteer from the National Center for  
Acupuncture Safety and Integrity, Nevada 
 
 
OPEN SESSION  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Robert Schmidt, PT, DPT,   

Chair, at 8:05 a.m. 
1.1 Introductions – The board, staff, and guests introduced themselves. 
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1.2 Approval of Agenda – The agenda was approved as presented. The board 
received correspondence regarding dry needling which will be addressed 
during their next meeting. 

1.3 Approval of Meeting Minutes from August 12, 2013 – The meeting minutes 
were approved as presented. 

1.4 Approval of Disciplinary Meeting Minutes from August 12, 2013 – The 
disciplinary meeting minutes were approved as presented. 

1.5 Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 18, 2013 – The meeting minutes 
were approved as presented. 
 

2. PRESENTATION – Heidi Herbst-Paakkonen and Natalie Harms from the Federation of 
State Board of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) presented the board information on the 
following: 

• FSBPT Continuing Competence (CC) Initiative 
• FSBPT CC Tools and Services 
• Strategies for how WA can utilize and incorporate tools and services for its 

own CC initiative 

3. CREDENTIAL UPDATE – Taylor Linke, Operations Manager of the Office of Customer 
Service, updated the board on the current licensing workload, new applications received, 
and credentials issued. Ms. Linke provided the board with information regarding a 
current online project that will allow all professions to apply online by 2014-2015. 

4. BYLAWS – The board moved and voted to approve the bylaws with the changes as 
presented. 

5. POWERPOINT PRESENTATION – Marsha Melnick, PT, PhD and Stacey Kloepfer, 
Public Member, will develop new slides regarding communication or advertising 
connected with the PTs or PTAs profession. Dr. Melnick will provide the board 
presentations notes at the next meeting. 

6. REPORT ON FEDERATION OF STATE BOARDS OF PHYSICAL THERAPY (FSBPT) 
ANNUAL MEETING & DELEGATE ASSEMBLY – Robert Schmidt, PT, DPT, provided 
the board with an update regarding the 2013 FSBPT Annual Meeting & Delegate 
Assembly. The following motions passed at the FSBPT Annual Meeting and Delegate 
Assembly: 

• A lifetime limit of six attempts at passing the National Physical Therapy 
Exam (NPTE). Candidates who have not passed within the allotted six 
attempts will not be allowed to sit for the NPTE again. 

• A low score policy was established to ensure candidates with two failing 
scores at or below 400 will not be allowed to sit for the NPTE again. 

• A requirement was established that prior to sitting for the NPTE, non-
exempt candidates will demonstrate English language proficiency by 
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meeting the most recent Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
score requirements as defined by FSBPT. 

• A requirement that prior to sitting for the NPTE graduates of non-CAPTE 
accredited schools must meet the standard of the FSBPT’s most recent 
Tool (CWT), which evaluates the education and training of PT or PTA 
exam candidates. 

• The delegate assembly supports the development of a Common Licensure 
Application Service and encourages member boards of the Federation to 
participate in this service.  

• The delegate assembly supports the development of a Credential 
Verification Service and encourages member boards of the Federation to 
participate in this service. 

• The delegate assembly supports the concept and exploration of a licensure 
compact. 

 
In addition, Ms. Waidely informed the board that the fee increase for the NPTE has been 
deferred until January 1, 2015. The fee will increase from $370 to $400. The applicant 
can obtain their scores for free within 30 days after the exam scores are posted. Hawaii 
is the last jurisdiction to license PTA’s. 
 

7. SET MEETING/HEARING DATES – The board scheduled meeting dates for the 2014 
calendar year.  Board meetings will be every other month at 10:00 a.m. The 2014 board 
meeting dates are as follows: 

 

8. PROGRAM REPORT – Information provided to the board by the Program Manager and 
Executive Director. 
8.1 Budget – Ms. Waidely presented the budget report to the board. 
8.2 Planning for Upcoming Meetings- Review updates to the student presentation, 
discuss continuing competency, review and respond to correspondence.   
8.3 Other – Ms. Waidely updated the board on the board member recruitments.  
All applications received for the board vacancies are currently at the Governor’s Office 
for consideration. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 

9. REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS 
• Applicant B - Deficient 
• Applicant C - Deficient 
• Applicant H - Approved 
• Applicant I - Approved 

February 10, 2014 Kent 
April 21, 2014 Kent 
June 16, 2014 Yakima 
August 18, 2014 Conference Call 
October 20, 2014 Kent 
December 1, 2014 Kent 
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• Applicant J - Approved 
• Applicant L – Deficient 
• Applicant M – Approved 

 
10. CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDITS 

• Applicant A - Approved 
• Applicant B - Approved 
• Applicant C - Deficient 
• Applicant D - Approved 
• Applicant E - Approved 
• Applicant F - Deficient 
• Applicant G - Approved 
• Applicant H - Approved 
• Applicant I - Approved 
• Applicant J - Approved 
• Applicant K - Approved 
• Applicant L - Approved 
• Applicant M - Approved  
• Applicant N - Approved 
• Applicant O - Approved 

11. DISCIPLINARY CASE REVIEWS – See disciplinary meeting minutes 

OPEN SESSION – 1:21 p.m. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 1:22 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted:    Approved: 
 
 
              
Kris Waidely      Robert Schmidt, PT, DPT, Chair 
Program Manager     Board of Physical Therapy 
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