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PUBLIC HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PARTNERSHIP 
 
 

STATE HEALTH IMRPOVEMENT PLAN (SHIP) 
PLANNING WORKGROUP 
APRIL 23, 2014 Meeting 
 
PARTICIPANTS 

Co-Chairs Torney Smith (Spokane); Jane Lee (DOH) 

Members Present Janis Koch (Clark); Astrid Newell (Whatcom); David Solet, Marguerite Ro 
(Seattle-King); Marie Flake, Karen Jensen, Simana Dimitrova (DOH) 

 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Torney Smith and Jane Lee, Co-Chairs 

After brief introductions from all participants, the co-chairs opened the meeting. 
 
UPDATE FROM 4/11 PHIP MEETING 
Torney Smith, Co-Chair 

Torney updated the workgroup on the SHIP presentation at the 4/11 PHIP meeting. The Partnership 
supported the concept and utilization of focus areas from the RJW’s national efforts. How well the 
SHIP is put together will depend on how well we link it to other ongoing work throughout the state 
and stay consistent with messaging. Torney related the concern from the Partnership that we must not 
forget to acknowledge the successes of public health, i.e. safe water, safe food, etc. Astrid brought 
up the notion that the upstream approach may have been a bit uncomfortable to some during the 
Partnership meeting as it is a departure from the way we are used to view things. We need to work 
on how to message about a shift toward foundational things, i.e. focus on kids. Torney related that 
the Partnership needs a clearer statement of intent, how does it fits with other work and how do we 
develop succinct messaging both verbal and graphic. Another input from the Partnership was 
addressing policies, not just communities in the focus areas of the SHIP. 

Priority 1 
The group agreed that we will look toward the work underway by the Healthy Essentials of 
Childhood efforts. There is ongoing work at the Department of Health already, this work is CDC 
supported and there is a national focus on this area.  

Priority 2 
Look into work done under the Healthy Communities/Community Transformation Prevention Grant 
efforts 

Priority 3 

Focus on incorporating work done by the Public Health – Health Care Delivery System Partnership 
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NEXT STEPS 
Torney Smith and Jane Lee, Co-Chairs 

• Focus on revising the SHIP summary with the input from 4/11 PHIP meeting and 4/23 SHIP 
Workgroup meeting 

• Present SHIP effort and focus at June WSALPHO meetings 

• Next meetings are set for May 19th, from 2 to 4 pm and June 2nd, from 2 to 4 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


