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May 16, 2014 
 

 

Location: This meeting took place at the following locations utilizing videoconferencing. 

 

Primary Meeting Site 

Department of Health 

Creekside Two at CenterPoint, Suite 310, Room 307 

20425 72
nd

 Avenue South 

Kent, WA  98032 

 

Secondary Meeting Site 

Department of Health 

16201 E Indiana Ave Room 112 

Spokane Valley, WA  99216 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Chad Aschtgen, ND (absent) 

Jennifer Booker, ND, Vice Chair 

Barbara Grant, Public Member 

Mark Monwai, ND, Chair 

Michael Whitney, ND, DC 

Deborah Wright, Public Member 

 

 

STAFF PRESENT: 
Susan Gragg, Program Manager 

Chris Humberson, R.Ph. Executive Director 

Debra Defreyn, Assistant Attorney General 

Alexander Lee, Staff Attorney 

Janelle Cognasso, Case Manager 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Robert May, ND, Executive Director, WANP 

Adam Geiger, ND, WANP 

Leslie Emerick, WEAMA 

 

 

OPEN SESSION 

 

1. Call to Order/Introductions 

Chair Mark Monwai, ND, called the meeting of the Washington State Board of Naturopathy 

(board) to order at 8:35 a.m. on May 16, 2014. All those in attendance introduced themselves. 

 
2. Consent Agenda 

The board approved the following by a single action: 

2.1. Approval of the May 16, 2014, meeting agenda 

2.2. Approval of the February 28, 2014, meeting minutes 

2.3. Approval of the March 14, 2014 case review, investigation authorization meeting minutes 

2.4. Approval of the March 21, 2014 case review, investigation authorization meeting minutes 

2.5. Approval of the April 4, 2014 case review, investigation authorization meeting minutes 

2.6. Approval of the April 18, 2014 case review, investigation authorization meeting minutes 
 

3. Discuss Items Removed from the Consent Agenda 
There were no items removed from the Consent agenda. 
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4. Old Business 
4.1. Rule Update 

4.1.1. Continuing education rules. 
Susan Gragg, Program Manager, shared with the board the issue of the current rule 
project regarding continuing education and the need to implement Engrossed Substitute 
House Bill 2315 (ESHB 2315, Laws of 2014). ESHB 2315 requires naturopathic 
physicians complete a one-time, six hour training in the assessment, treatment, and 
management of suicide. Ms. Gragg suggested that the board approve moving forward 
with implementing ESHB 2315 and re-start the CE rule project after final adoption. 
 
MOTION: The Chair entertained a motion to move forward with implementing ESHB 
2315 and re-start the CE rule project after final adoption. The motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved. 
 

4.1.2. Acceptable examinations 
The board reviewed and approved the draft language regarding acceptable 
examinations. The board directed staff to start the paperwork needed to schedule the 
formal rule adoption hearing. 
 

4.2. Hearing dates 
Michelle Singer, Hearings Scheduler, Adjudicative Clerk’s Unit, discussed the policies and 
procedures for scheduling disciplinary hearing panels. The board indicated that they would 
like to be notified as soon as possible after a hearing is scheduled so that they may clear their 
calendars. Ms. Singer indicated that she would begin notifying board members of hearing 
dates soon after they are scheduled. 

 
5. New Business 

5.1. Request from Foundation for Wellness Professionals for approval to receive list/labels of 
naturopathic physician licensees 
The board reviewed and denied the request. The board determined this organization did not 
meet the definition of a “professional association”. 
 

5.2. Request from National College of Natural Medicine (NCNM) for renewed approval to receive 
lists/labels of naturopathic physician licensees. 
The board reviewed and approved NCNM for another five (5) year timeframe. 
 

5.3. Inquiries 
5.3.1. RCW 18.36A.050(3), exemption for students enrolled in an approved school. Does this 

exemption apply to naturopathic physicians who are completing residency programs? 
The board reviewed the law and determined that since naturopathic physicians entering 
residency programs are not enrolled in an approved school, they do not meet the 
exemption in law and must obtain a license to practice naturopathic medicine. 
 

5.4. General guidelines regarding naturopathic practice 
The board discussed the possibility of creating such guidelines and reviewed the Decision Tree 
implemented by the Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission. However, the board 
decided such a tool is not needed because naturopathic practice is not delineated as is the 
practice of RNs, LPNs, and ARNPs. 
 

5.5. The American Academy of Cannabinoid Medicine (AACM) 
The board reviewed the materials provided regarding this organization. This was for 
informational purposes only. 
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6. Program Reports 
6.1. Budget – Ms. Gragg gave a brief overview of the board’s budget. 

 
6.2. Statistical Reports – Ms. Gragg provided the credential count report (1,177 active licensees). 

 
6.3. Active Case Report – Ms. Gragg shared the current active case report; there are currently 59 

open complaint cases. 
 
6.4. Assistant Attorney General Report – Ms. Defreyn reported that Engrossed Senate Bill 5964, 

passed during the 2014 legislative session, requires all public employees to complete training 
on the Open Public Meetings Act. This training is to be taken within 90 days assuming their 
duties as a public employee, and every four (4) years thereafter. Board members are 
considered public employees and are required to complete this training. Ms. Defreyn stated she 
could arrange to provide the training to the board at their August 22, 2014, business meeting. 
 

7. Open Forum/Future Agenda Items 
Leslie Emerick, Washington East Asian Medicine Association (WEAMA), requested information 
as to the location of the letter submitted through the Department of Health to the board regarding 
dry needling. Ms. Gragg stated that she was not aware of such a letter but that she would follow up 
on this and get back to WEAMA. 

 
8. Presentations 

There were no Agreed Orders for presentation. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
9. Case Authorization 

9.1. New reports for authorization or closure 
The board met in closed session to determine whether new cases should be authorized for 
investigation or closed. 
 

9.2. Case review presentations 
The board met in closed session to determine whether cases presented should be further 
investigated, closed, or moved on to the informal or formal resolution process. 
 

9.3. Statement of Allegation/Stipulation to Informal Disposition 
The board met in closed session to determine whether to accept informal resolution 
agreement(s). 

 
OPEN SESSION 
 
10. Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:25 pm. 

 

 Submitted by: Approved by: 

 


