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Certified Counselors and Hypnotherapist  

Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

April 17, 2014 
 

Department of Health 

Town Center Two 

111 Israel Road SE, Conference Room 158 

Tumwater, WA  98501 
 

 

 

Committee members present: Committee members absent: 

William Gant, Public Member, Chair 

Janet Large, Hypnotherapist, Vice-Chair 

Miriam Dyak, Certified Counselor Others Present: 

Mary Long, Hypnotherapist Ray Zukowski. Hypnotherapist 

Diane Green, Certified Counselor Tim Livingston, Washington Professional 

Counselors Association (WAPROCA) 

                                                                                 

AAG present: 

Linh Tran, Assistant Attorney General (AAG) 

 

Staff Present: 

Mona Johnson, MA, CPP, CDP, Executive Director 

Mariama Gondo, MPH, Program Manager 

Billie Jo Dale, Program Manager 

Sonia Ferguson, Program Representative 

 

 

On April 17, 2014, the Certified Counselors and Hypnotherapist Advisory Committee (committee) met 

at Department of Health (department), Town Center 2, Room 158, Tumwater, WA 98501.  In 

accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the meeting agenda was emailed to members of the 

Certified Counselor, Certified Adviser, and Hypnotherapy Listserv and posted to the professions’ 

websites. 
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1. Call to Order – William Gant, Public Member, Chair  9:30 a.m. 

 

1.1 Billie Jo Dale asked to add item 1.4 to today’s agenda. 

1.2 The agenda was approved with addition of 1.4. 

1.3 The January 23, 2014 meeting minutes were approved, accepted, and signed as written. 

1.4 Billie Jo Dale announced that she has accepted another position within the department 

and today’s meeting will be her last.  Ms. Dale’s last effective date with the program is 

April 30, 2014.  Mona Johnson stated that Ms. Dale will be terribly missed and provided 

excellent training for Ms. Gondo.  Ms. Johnson also stated that the program is excited for 

Ms. Dale as she grows her career.  

 

2. Global Assessment of Functioning (GAF) Subcommittee Update – Miriam Dyak, Certified 

Counselor 

 

Miriam Dyak presented the recommendations from the subcommittee which consisted of herself, 

Ms. Diane Green, and program representatives.   Mr. Tim Livingston was also a great contributor 

to the work of the subcommittee.  Miriam Dyak provided a brief background explanation of the 

establishment for the certified counselor (CC) and certified advisers (CA) credentials.  She stated 

that at the time of legislation for these professionals, the GAF (Global Assessment of 

Functioning) provided a clear distinction for the types of patients these professionals could serve.  

Due to recent changes in the diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (DSM) the 

GAF is now obsolete.  Ms. Dyak stated the GAF left out several criterions.  The recommendation 

the subcommittee will make addresses those absent areas.  She believes the classification of 

mild, moderate, and severe mental, emotional, and behavioral problems is more globally 

accepted.  These classifications are also taught in educational programs within various risk 

assessment tools for counselors.   The CCs and CAs would only work with clients classified with 

mild and moderate mental, emotional, and behavioral problems.   

 

Diane Green stated that the body of work was very solid in defining good boundaries for CCs 

and CAs.   

 

Mr. Livingston offered and presented the recommendations from the subcommittee. 

 

Ms. Gondo thanked Miriam Dyak, Diane Green and Tim Livingston for their work on the 

recommendation. 

 

Mr. Livingston had a few questions about the language that was presented in RCW 18.19.020 

and RCW 18.19.200; program staff addressed Mr. Livingston’s question and the committee 

discussed the language.  The committee accepted the recommendation made by the 

subcommittee. 
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3. Manager Report – Mariama Gondo, Program Manager and Mona Johnson, Executive 

Director 

 

3.1 Mona Johnson thanked everyone for making it to the meeting and echoed Ms. Gondo by 

thanking the committee for all their hard work and also that of Ms. Gondo and Ms. Dale 

on the subcommittee. 

  

 Ms. Johnson explained that the next steps for the recommendation made by the 

committee on RCW 18.19.020 and RCW 18.19.200.  The program will follow the 

process in submitting paperwork to be considered on the Secretary of Health’s list of 

agency requested legislation for the 2015 legislative session.  The committee will be kept 

apprised of the process.  

 

3.2 Ms. Gondo discussed the credentialing statistics as of April 10, 2014. 

 

 Current License Totals   04/10/2014 

Certified Counselor:  

# of applications pending 219 

Active licenses 685 

  

Certified Advisor:  

# of applications pending 11 

Active licenses 2 

  

Hypnotherapist:  

# of applications pending 7 

Active licenses 712 

  

Total applications pending: 237 

Total active licenses: 1,399 

 

 

Ms. Gondo also provided an update on the examination statistics as of April 10, 2014.  The 

average passing rate has typically been 60 percent.  There was discussion as to why people were 

failing the exams.  Ms. Dale stated that there is no one definite reason as to why applicants fail 

the exam.  The department provides information regarding the test on its website.   Tim 

Livingston also added that he notices that he receives more calls to his association after 

applicants have failed for the second time.  Mr. Livingston’s association offers a prep course.  

Most applicants are not aware of Mr. Livingston’s prep course, and given Mr. Livingston’s 

association is the only organization that provides such a prep course, the department does not 

endorse the course, but is always willing to point applicants to resources available to them.  As a 

future item to consider, Ms. Dale stated the committee would need to work to come up with new 

questions for the exam as currently there are questions on GAF.  This work cannot begin until 

the after the recommendations are made in the legislative session. 
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Mr. Livingston requested for future meetings to have a presentation of the discipline 

cases for Agency Affiliated Counselors. 

 

3.3 Ms. Gondo shared the budgets for Hypnotherapists and the Certified Counselors.  There 

was a discussion as to why the Certified Counselors budget was in such a deficit.   

 

Mr. Livingston requested for future meetings to have a presentation of the budget for 

Agency Affiliated Counselors. 

 

3.4 Ms. Gondo stated that the rules supporting House Bill 1376 are expected to be filed on 

April 23, 2014.  Whenever the rules are filed they will effective that same day. 

 

 

3.5 Ms. Gondo stated the fee increase rules were filed on March 18, 2014 and will go into 

effect starting July 1, 2014.  Below is the listing of how each profession will be impacted 

by the fee increase: 

 

As of July 1, 2014 Applications Renewal Expired 

    

Certified Counselor $160 $140 $110 

Certified Advisor $130 $115 $100 

Agency Affiliated $60 $55 $50 

 

Mr. Livingston inquired why the agency affiliated counselor was not represented by this 

committee.  Mr. Livingston believes as the agency affiliated counselor’s budget was 

included in the fee increase package; he should have been representing them as well in 

his Association. 

 

Agency affiliated counselor credential was discussed in this meeting. The Chair, Mr. Bill 

Gant, would like more general information about agency affiliated counselors on the 

agenda for the next meeting.   

 

4. Continuing Education (CE) – William Gant, Public Member, Chair 

 

Ms. Gondo stated that WAC 246-810-0293 identifies the 16 recognized local, state, national, or 

international organizations that approve continuing education (CE).  There is a statement that 

allows the secretary to maintain a listing of additional organizations.  Ms. Gondo has begun 

working with the Assistant Attorney General’s office (AAG) to develop a process to add more 

organizations to such a listing.   

 

Historically there has not be listing, Ms. Gondo stated that the first step would be for the 

committee to review and accept a procedure for how organizations are added to the listing.   
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5. Bylaws – Mariama Gondo – Program Manager 

 

Some members needed to have more time to review the bylaws.  Ms. Linh Tran said that the 

bylaws were based on boiler plate (generic) template.  There was a discussion on some of the 

items in the bylaws.  Mr. Gant asked for a motion to accept the bylaws as they stand, a motion 

was accepted and the bylaws were approved as they stand. 

 

6. Legislative Meet Me Call Update – William Gant, Public Member, Chair 

 

Ms. Dyak provided an update of the 2014 legislative Meet Me Calls.  She stated that most of the 

issues did not pertain to their professions.  Ms. Dyak discussed the bill pertaining to the suicide 

prevention and the various professionals that must have this training. 

   

7. Assistant Attorney General (AAG) Report – Linh Tran, AAG 

 

Ms. Tran stated the Open Public Meeting Act (OPMA) bill passed, which means all people 

serving on commissions, boards, or advisory committees will need to attend OPMA training.  

Ms. Tran stated that she will do a power point presentation during the next meeting. 

 

8. Public Comment 

  

Mr. Livingston thanked everyone who worked on the subcommittee and Ms. Tran for guiding 

them through the legal process. 

 

9. Consent Agenda 

 

The following items listed under the consent agenda (informational items) are considered routine 

matters and were approved by a single motion of the committee without separate discussion. 

 Current issue of the “The Sentinel News for Department Employees.” 

 

The consent agenda was approved and accepted as presented. 

 

10. Future Agenda Items 

 

 Presentation from Ms. Tran on the OPMA 

 Budget presentation and update  

 Draft language on how to add institutions to the CE list 

 Clarification on agency affiliated counselors credential and how are they are connect to the 

professions of the advisory committee 

 

11. Adjournment – William Gant, Public Member, Chair   11:48 a.m.  
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Submitted by:      Approved by: 

 

 
 Signature on file    Signature on file     
  

              

Mariama Gondo, MPH, Program Manager  William Gant, Public Member, Chair 

Certified Counselors and Hypnotherapist Certified Counselors and Hypnotherapist 

Advisory Committee     Advisory Committee 


