
 
 

 

 
 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF MASSAGE 

Business Meeting Minutes 
 

March 6, 2015 

 

 

On Friday, March 6, 2015, the Board of Massage met at Town Center One, 101 Israel Road SE, Room 

163, Tumwater, Washington. In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notices were sent to 

individuals requesting notification of meetings. 

 

Members Present  
Meghann Lawrence, LMP, Chair 

Rey Guajardo, LMP, Vice-Chair 

Nancy Allen, LMP 

Anthony Sharpe, Public Member 

Laura Williams, LMP 

 

 

Staff Present 

Megan Brown, Program Manager 

Kris Waidely, Program Manager 

Blake Maresh, Executive Director 

Michael Ellsworth, Supervising Staff 

Attorney 

Krystl Murphy, Assistant Attorney General 

Cece Zenker, Program Support 

 

Guests Present 

Joanne Miller, Credentialing Review Supervisor 

Anita Boser, LMP 

Karen Brightwater 

E. Jane Brooks, LMP 

Karen James, LMP 

Siouxie Jeter-Koch 

Joe Lavin, LMP 

Aubry Lesicki, LMP 

Dari Lewis, LMP, Ananda Massage School 

Michael Mandell, LMP 

 

 

Dana Pellegirini, LMP  

Carl Radeck, LMP 

Tom Robinson, LMP 

Moon Saulsbury 

Dawn Schmidt, LMP  

Susan Sherman, LMP, Port Townsend School of                                             

Massage 

Kenton Stuth, LMP 

Jeanette Wahl, LMP 

Lavon Watson, LMP 

 

 

OPEN SESSION  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Meghann Lawrence, LMP, Chair, at 9:11 a.m. 

1.1 Introductions – The board, staff, and audience introduced themselves. 

1.2 Approval of the Agenda – The agenda was approved as presented. 

1.3 Approval of the November 7, 2014, Amended Business Meeting Minutes – The minutes 

were approved as presented. 
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1.4 Approval of the January 9, 2015, Business Meeting Minutes – The minutes were approved 

as presented. 

1.5 Approval of the January 23, 2015, Special Board Meeting Minutes – The minutes were 

approved as presented. 

 

2. RULES DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP 
Prior to beginning the workshop, the board’s assistant attorney general advisor and program staff 

provided the board members with information about the outcome of a recent disciplinary hearing and 

how it will effect writing rules for licensure requirements. 

 

Assistant Attorney General Report 

 Ms. Murphy explained there was a recent ruling by a health law judge (judge) on a case that 

went to hearing due to the denial of a license for not meeting education requirements. 

 Ms. Murphy provided a brief overview of the case.  She explained that the applicant 

transferred credits from a school that has not received board approval and was also disciplined 

by the state of California and the National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and 

Bodywork. 

 The department denied issuing the license because the transfer school was not approved by the 

board and because it had disciplinary action. 

 The health law judge upheld the department’s action and denied issuing the applicant a license 

until the applicant completes an entire board-approved course of study. 

 

Program Staff Report 

 The program staff presented the board with a memo that will be sent out the following week 

outlining the judge’s ruling that transfer credits do not qualify as meeting licensure 

requirements.  An applicant must complete their entire course of study in a board approved 

program or programs. 

 The board made a motion and unanimously approved the memo as presented for program staff 

to mail out to board-approved schools. 

 

Rules Workshop 

 The board reviewed rule language drafted by department staff for transfer students, 

recordkeeping, and draping. 

 The board worked with program staff to begin to make general updates, revisions, and 

housekeeping amendments to chapter 264-830 WAC – Massage Practitioners. 

 Program staff will make changes and bring to the May 8, 2015, board meeting. 

 

3. JURISDICTION AND SCHOOL PROGRAM REVIEWS  
Wellness Massage Center & Institute – new program 

The RBMs found deficiencies and the board authorized program staff to send a deficiency 

letter to the school. 

 

Northwest Academy for the Healing Arts – new program 

The RBMs recommended approval.  The program received full board approval. 

 

Oregon – jurisdiction review 

The RBMs found the massage requirements in Oregon to not be substantially equivalent. 

 

Arizona School of Massage Therapy – Phoenix and Tempe campuses – re-approval 
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The RBMs found deficiencies for both campuses and the board authorized program staff to 

send a deficiency letter to each campus. 

 

American Institute of Clinical Massage – re-approval 

The RBMs recommended approval.  The program received full board approval. 

 

Ancient Arts Massage School – re-approval 

The RBMs recommended approval.  The program received full board approval. 

 

University of Western States – Portland and Salem campuses – re-approval 

The RBMs found deficiencies for both campuses and the board authorized program staff to 

send a deficiency letter to each campus. 

 

Allied Health Career Center – re-approval 

The RBMs found deficiencies and the board authorized program staff to send a deficiency 

letter to the school. 

 

Arcata School of Massage – re-approval 

The RBMs recommended approval.  The program received full board approval. 

 

Ananda Massage School – request for retroactive approval 

The RBMs recommended that retroactive approval not be granted. The board unanimously 

approved to not grant retroactive approval to the 510 hour bilingual massage and bodywork 

program.* 
* A subsequent review determined that the board’s policy regarding 

school approval and retroactive approval was not followed 

 

4. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
4.1 SB 5582 and SHB 1252 – Prescribing penalties for allowing or permitting unlicensed 

practice of massage therapy or reflexology. 

 Board members were provided a copy of the bill which adds a new section the 

chapter 18.108 RCW Massage Practitioners. 

 The proposed language imposes a penalty including a misdemeanor or gross 

misdemeanor for knowingly allowing unlicensed practice in massage therapy or 

reflexology. 

4.2 SHB 1553 – Encouraging certificates of restoration of opportunity. 

 Board members were provided with a copy of the bill. 

 Mr. Ellsworth stated that the bill would allow an individual with a criminal history 

to petition a court for a certificate of restoration of opportunity if that person meets 

certain criteria.   

 If an individual obtains a certificate of restoration of opportunity, then government 

agencies could not disqualify that person’s application for a license solely based on 

the individual’s criminal history. 

 However, there is a section that exempts the department from the general effect of 

the certificate of restoration.  Specially, if the practice of a profession involves 

unsupervised contact with vulnerable adults, children, or individuals with mental 

illness, then the department may, after review of relevant factors, disqualify an 

applicant solely based on the applicant’s criminal history, even if that person has 

obtained a certificate of restoration of opportunity. 



Washington State Board of Massage    Page 4 of 4 

March 6, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

4.3 SHB 1135 – Concerning remediation plans for licensed health and health-related 

professions to resolve eligible complaints of unprofessional conduct. 

 The bill would add a new section to the Uniform Disciplinary Act (UDA), chapter 

18.130 RCW, to allow use of a remediation plan to resolve eligible complaints of 

unprofessional conduct against a healthcare provider.   

 

5. PROGRAM REPORT  

5.1 Budget  

 Mr. Maresh updated the board on the status of the 2013 – 2015 operating budget. 

Staff will continue to monitor the budget. 

5.2 Legislative Meet-Me Calls – no report 

5.3 Planning for upcoming meetings – no report 

 

6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 Nothing was discussed. 

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 
Items listed under the consent agenda (informational items) are considered routine matters and are 

approved without discussion upon approval of the agenda.  

7.1 Massage practitioner licensing statistics as of February 18, 2015 

7.2 Massage practitioner disciplinary statistics as of February 18, 2015 

7.3 National Laws and Legislation information provided by Massage magazine 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned by Meghann Lawrence, LMP, Chair, at 1:43 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted:     Approved: 

 

 

 

               

Megan Brown, Program Manager    Meghann Lawrence, LMP, Chair 

 


