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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Olympia, Washington 98504 

 
Washington State Board Optometry 

 Meeting Minutes 
June 13th, 2016 

 
A meeting of the Washington State Board of Optometry was called to order at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 
June 13th, 2016 by Chair Dale Heaston, OD. The meeting was held in Conference Room 307 at the 
Department of Health, Center Point Corporate Park, and 20425 72nd Avenue South, Kent, 
Washington. 
     
Board Members Present:  
   Chris Barry, O.D. 

Judy Chan, O.D. 
   Dale Heaston, O.D., Chair 
 
Staff Present:  Christopher Wright, Assistant Attorney General 

Kathy Schmitt, Deputy Director 
Loralei Walker, Program Manager  
Megan Mikkelson, Policy Analyst 
LaTrina Spann, Secretary Senior 
 

Others Present: Mike Heil, O.D. 
   Ken White, O.D. 
 
9:00 a.m. Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order by Dale Heaston, O.D., Chair.  
 

1.   Approval of Agenda  
  The agenda for this meeting was approved. Loralei suggested adding an agenda item each 

agenda to build the agenda for the next meeting. 
 

2.  Approval of March 21st, 2016 Minutes     
  The minutes were approved as written. 

 
REPORTS 
3. Dale Heaston, O.D., Chair 
  Dr. Heaston asked to discuss whether the board had options for disciplinary case disposition 

other than the closure codes provided on the disciplinary worksheet.  He expressed interest in 
providing feedback to a respondent whose case was closed by the board. The AAG cautioned 
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that contact with a respondent whose case is closed could be perceived as discipline.  Bill 
Kellington, DOH staff attorney called in to the meeting and explained that the unique closure 
code allows the board to customize language for why the case was closed.  Kathy Schmitt 
mentioned that a bill was dropped a couple of sessions ago, that would have given board 
members options for informal disciplinary actions. The bill did not pass. 

 
4. Kathy Schmitt, Deputy Office Director 
  Kathy mentioned that DOH budget staff will conduct another six year analysis to determine 

whether fees should be reduced again.  She mentioned the legislatures attempt to sweep 
funds from the 02G (health professions) account.  The attempt was not successful, but concern 
remains that it could be attempted again.  Kathy explained that DOH is considering legislation 
to require all licensees receive an electronic FBI fingerprint based background check either at 
initial licensure or at renewal.  The legislation would allow the Washington State Patrol to 
maintain fingerprints on file and report any new criminal activity to DOH. Dr. Barry volunteered 
to sit on the interview panel for board member applicants.  

 
5. Christopher Wright, Assistant Attorney General 

  Christopher shared the recent Attorney General Opinion issued by the Office of Attorney 
General related to corneal burrs in the scope of practice of Optometry. Following Christopher’s 
presentation, The Board discussed the opinion, requested by Representative Eileen Cody.  

   
 RULES HEARING  
6. WAC 246-851-580 through 590 – Concerning the use of hydrocodone products by licensed 
 optometrists in Washington State (Discussion/Action) 

  There were no public comments on this rule. Dr. Chan moved to accept the rule as written.  
Dr. Barry seconded.  The motion carried. 

 
    WAC 246-851-370- Removing outdated language related to Optometrists’ compensation 

 Ken White, O.D., opposed the rule. He believes the rule would reduce public protection.  Mike 
Heil, O.D. and immediate past president of the Optometric Physicians of Washington (OPW), 
expressed similar concerns about the rule and requested more time for the OPW to provide 
input. Dr. Barry moved to delay the rule-making to consider additional input. Dr. Chan 
seconded.  The motion carried. 

 
7. State Optometry Rules Project 

 Loralei presented an updated matrix of state optometry laws regarding the use of advanced 
ocular therapeutics.  The board clarified that the scope of the project is to look at equivalency 
for oral drugs, including the state’s list of approved drugs and use of epinephrine. The board 
noted that the matrix should identify states that have optional certifications. Loralei will follow 
up with Dr. Preston and Dr. Heaston, who are on the subcommittee for the project. 

 
8. Review State Jurisprudence Exam 

 Loralei presented the current exam.  She went over changes that needed to be made based on 
recent rule changes. Dr. Chan moved to make changes to questions 2, 15, 25, and 46 
accordingly. Dr. Barry seconded.  The motion carried.  
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9. Personal Supervision of Unlicensed Staff 
Since Dr. Preston was not able to attend, this item is delayed until September so Dr. Preston 
can facilitate the discussion. 

 
10. Open Forum 

There were no comments or issues from the public. 
 

11. Closed Session 
  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:31a.m. 

        


