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Washington State 

Department of Health 

Applied Behavior Analysis Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

July 8, 2016 

 

 

Location: 

Department of Health 

Aging & Long Term Support Administration, 

 4450 10
th
 Avenue SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Chelan/Roosevelt Conference Rooms 

 

 

Committee members present:    Committee members absent:   

Amber Persons-Geer, B.A., BCaBA Rick Shaw, BCBA, MS., BS 

Nancy Rosenberg, PhD, BCBA-D  

Romila ("Mimi") Dasgupta, M.Ed, BCBA AAG present: 

Launi Whedon, BS, Public Member Krystl Murphy, AAG   

         

 

Staff members present:      

Nancy Tyson, Executive Director  

Linda Kuntz, Administrative Support   

Andy Fernando, Policy and Legislative Manager 

Sherry Thomas, Policy Analyst 

Debra Mendoza, Health Services Consultant 3 

Brett Lorentson, Rules Consultant 

Bill Kellington, Staff Attorney 

Andrea Wagner, Credentialing Representative        

      

      

The Applied Behavior Analysis Advisory Committee (committee) met on July 8, 2016, at the Aging & Long Term 

Support Administration, 4450 10
th
 Avenue SE, Lacey, WA 98503.  In accordance with the Open Public Meetings 

Act, the meeting agenda was mailed to members of the Applied Behavior Analysis Advisory Committee Listserv 

and posted to the program’s website. 
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1. Welcome – Nancy Tyson, Executive Director     9:28 a.m. 

 

1.1 Committee members, department staff, and others in attendance introduced themselves. 

 

2. Schedule and Tasks – Brett Lorentson and Andy Fernando 

2.1 Staff Work – Mr. Lorentson reviewed the activities that he and the other department staff have 

already achieved or are planning to achieve to assure the success of the ABA committee.  The main 

activities are: 

 Rule development 

 Fee and budget structure 

 Research processes used by other states 

 

2.2   High Level Time Line – Mr. Fernando reviewed a high-level timeline highlighting necessary tasks 

and the dates through July 1, 2017, related to establishing the ABA license.  

 

2.3 Implementation Plan – Mr. Fernando offered a brief summary of the details involved in the 

legislative, project & rules implementation plan. The plan includes the key tasks, dates, and staff 

responsibilities involved in establishing the license.  

 

3. Research Findings – Sherry Thomas and Brett Lorentson 

  

3.1 BACB Information and Other State Information – Mr. Lorentson provided a summary of the 

requirements, credentials, and options for meeting eligibility requirements. 

 

Ms. Thomas gave a summary of other state regulations for the professions and pointed out several 

states we may want to review: 

 Registered Line Technicians (RLT) supervisory requirements – Louisiana 

 Information similar to what we have that may be helpful to us – Oregon and Nevada 

 Topics and break down of classroom hours – Arizona 

 Supervision information – Kentucky and Virginia 

 

4. Rules Process – Andy Fernando 

 

4.1 Introduction to Rules – Mr. Fernando explained the basics of rule-making through a PowerPoint 

presentation.   

 

4.2 Rule Sections With Rule Making Authority – Mr. Fernando presented an overview of the rules 

required or permitted according to the RCW regarding Senate Bill 5488 Applied Behavior Analysis 

(ABA).   

 

4.3 First Rules, Second Rules Schedule – Mr. Fernando explained the potential rule planning dates 

for a “second series” of ABA rules. 

 

5. Rules Discussion – Brett Lorentson and Debra Mendoza 

 

5.1 High Level Topic Areas – Ms. Mendoza explained the credential types for this committee.  These 

are categorized into the following sections:  

 Licensed Behavior Analysts 
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 Licensed Assistant Behavior Analysts  

 Certified Behavior Technicians 

 

5.2 Rules Brainstorm:  Develop Ideas for Main Rule Topics Content – Mr. Lorentson explained the 

process for determining the details for the rules.  The committee and visitors wrote their ideas on 

post-it notes that were transferred to a document.   

 

6. Next Steps 

 

6.1 Next Meeting with Rules Workshop is July 29, 2016 

 It was suggested that the August 12, 2016, meeting be changed to August 11, 2016, and its location 

changed to Kent to allow members already scheduled for the WABA conference on August 12, 

2016, to also attend this ABA meeting. The Committee agreed to pursue this option. 

 

7. Committee Development – Nancy Tyson, Executive Director 

 

7.1 Roles and Responsibilities 

Ms. Tyson briefly explained Robert’s Rules as the meeting guide for this committee. 

 

7.2 By-Laws 

Proposed draft by-laws were presented to the committee 

 

7.3 Officers – Nomination and Approval of Chair/Vice Chair 

Launi Whedon was nominated and voted as Chair for a one year term. Nancy Rosenberg was 

nominated and voted as Vice Chair. 

 

8. Future Agenda Items 

8.1 Bring BCBA certification requirements and state’s rules to choose the ones the committee wants to 

include in their rules. 

 

9. Adjournment          3.35 p.m. 

Submitted by:      Approved by: 
 

 

      

              
Nancy Tyson, Executive Director   Launi Whedon, BS, Public Member, Chair 

Applied Behavior Analysis Applied Behavior Analysis 

Advisory Committee     Advisory Committee
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