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Source Water Protection 

2015 Local Assistance Grant 
Program Guidelines 

 
Source water protection applies to all public 
water systems and is based on requirements in the 
federal Safe Drinking Water Act. The purpose of 
this grant funding is to provide financial 
assistance to water systems and local 
governments for Group A source water 
protection. The fundamental goal of source water 
protection is to prevent contamination from 
entering sources of public drinking water. These 
funds are available to support drinking water 
protection projects that lead to a reduced risk or 
contamination concentration within a source 
water protection area.  
 
Applicant Eligibility 

• Nonprofit Group A water system with a completed source water susceptibility assessment (SA) 
or watershed microbial risk rating (WMRR). 

• Local government proposing a regional project are eligible for funds. 
 
Eligible Projects 
A source water protection competitive grant is intended to support drinking water protection activities. 
We expect projects to result in long term-benefit to source water quality. Both multi- and single-
jurisdictional projects are eligible for these funds.  
 
The following is a list of eligible projects: 

1. Enhanced Delineation 
• Complete, update, or refine the drinking water source assessment delineation using new or 

additional site-specific information as part of a more comprehensive protection strategy. 
2. Enhanced Assessment 

• Improve existing potential contaminant source inventories by expanding or updating the 
inventory of land use or existing and potential point and nonpoint contaminant sources.  

• Establish a water quality monitoring project to evaluate existing and potential threats to water 
quality, including evaluating and prioritizing potential threats (or protection activities) based on 
new or more detailed information (hydro evaluation). 

3. Source Protection Planning 
Planning documents that identify appropriate protection measures, which when implemented, would 
result in reduced risk to a drinking water source(s), such as: 
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• Comprehensive source water protection plan. 
• Educational materials and projects. 
• Best management practices (BMPs) plans for reducing pollutants that directly impact a drinking 

water source. 
• Development of local source water protection ordinances. 
• Development of restoration or conservation plans that intend to improve source water quality.  
• Evaluation of source catchment areas for future easement or land acquisition. 
• Evaluation of replacing surface water source with protected groundwater source. 
• Evaluation of a source with a known contaminant that exceeds the trigger level or federal 

established lifetime health advisory level.  
• Local governments (counties, cities, incorporated towns, and special purpose districts) may use 

these funds to carry out source water protection projects to better protect Group A sources. 
4. Implementation 

Eligible activities will reduce risks within the source water area or contribute to a reduction of 
contaminant concentration within the drinking water source(s), such as: 
• BMP projects that reduce pesticide application rates and loadings in source water protection area.  
• Closure of high-risk abandoned or unused (private or irrigation) wells close to a supply well. 
• Projects for reforestation or replanting in sensitive or riparian areas.  
• Installation of signs at boundaries of zones or protection areas.  
• Projects to decommission onsite systems and connect homes to existing sewer lines, address a 

water quality issue or sanitary control area violation.  
• Seismic spill prevention or inspection project in proximate areas for high-risk sources.  
• Properly decommission inadequately constructed private wells within the source water protection 

area one-year time of travel.  
• Structures to divert contaminated storm water runoff affecting the source water protection area.  
• Installation of fencing to protect sensitive riparian source water protection areas.  
• Implementation of pollution prevention or waste reduction projects identified in an approved 

source water protection plan.  
• Restoration and/or conservation projects within the drinking water source water protection area.  
• Development of conservation easements to protect sensitive source water protection areas.  
• Implement of a drinking water source protection ordinance (municipality). 
• Establish management plans for easements or lands purchased within source water protection 

areas.  
• Set up Ecosystem Services project in watershed to fund preservation areas.  
• Develop educational flyers/brochures for purposes of public education.  
• Studies to evaluate long term quality or quantity of an regional or local supply  
• Negotiations for future land purchases of source water protection areas.  

 
Security 
Projects would implement certain security measures, to reduce the risk of contamination to the source 
water protection area or intake/well, such as: 

• Fencing around sensitive area near wells (SCA) or intake. 
• Gates for access roads. 
• Alarms, signs, cameras, locks, and lights. 
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All security measures must be established to protect highly sensitive source water areas, not just 
facilities or equipment. 

Ineligible Projects Include 
• System operations and maintenance activities (water testing; repairs on water line, tanks, wells, 

chemical feed pumps, pumps; replacement of valves, pumps, meters; dredging, intake repairs). 
• Routine or required follow up monitoring. 
• Funding for personnel or equipment associated with system operations or maintenance, 

treatment, land purchase, system infrastructure upgrades or improvements (including water 
meters). 

• Fencing around storage tanks or reservoirs. 
• Security measures designed to reduce theft or vandalism of facilities 
• Routine regulatory requirements for other programs. 
• Project requiring long-term maintenance beyond the life of the grant. 
• Projects where funding is passed through an ineligible entity (federal, state or for profit water 

system, etc.). 

General Project Requirements 
The following requirements apply to all projects: 

• Projects must focus on protection of drinking water sources, not operation and maintenance of 
the system or water treatment. 

• Although local match is not required, it is encouraged, and projects with match will receive 
additional points during scoring. Match can be in the form of in kind contributions (activities or 
services provided by the applicant), cash contributions, or a combination.  

• Projects must be completed within the timeline outlined in the RFA. 
• Grant recipients will be required to complete quarterly reports until project completion. 
• Quarterly reports will consist of: 

– A summary of the costs that are attributed to performing each work item. 
– A summary of the contribution that a recipient makes to the award—referred to as cost-

share. 
– A narrative report. 

• A final report and photos of completed projects may be required upon final payment. Other 
deliverables may be required depending on project type: 

– A project completion report that includes the results of performing the work that is 
described in the grant application. 

– Grants will be funded up to $30,000 (additional funding may be available at the discretion of 
Department of Health management). 

Application Submission 
We will accept grant applications for 30 days from the opening of the application period. The 
application must be complete prior to 5 p.m. on the 30th day of that application cycle. Failure to furnish 
the information requested disqualifies the proposal. 
 
A grant application must include: 

• A description of the work that is to be performed. 
• The entity responsible for completing the work. 
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• The cost of performing the work. 
• The outcome or deliverable that will be achieved by conducting the work. 
• A detailed budget to include an estimated start and completion date for the work to be 

performed. 

Evaluation and Award Process 
Grant applications will be reviewed once the application cycle has closed. All eligible projects will be 
funded if adequate funding is available. If funding requests exceed available dollars, the application will 
be scored by the department based on predefined evaluation criteria. We will fund projects with the 
highest score down until all dollars are allocated. Selected projects are subject to final approval from 
Department of Health management. 
 
Scoring Methodology 
If grant applications are scored, a standard set of questions and associated point values will be used. The 
total score for each grant application will be used to place it on a priority list. 
 
Higher emphasis will be placed on activities identified in a source water protection plan or the 
development of a source water protection plan. 
 
We will consider the following information when scoring a source water protection grant application: 

1. Proximity of source of contamination or potential contamination to the drinking water source. 
2. Does the project address a potential source of contamination as described in a SA or WMRR or 

reduce the risk of contamination to multiple Group A water systems? 
3. Is this an evaluation to help the system identify protection areas and potential risks to the system 

source(s)?  
4. Are the work items described in enough detail with associated costs so that the department can 

clearly communicate to the public how the money is being spent to protect a source of the 
drinking water? If not, the grant review cannot proceed further. 

5. Does your utility have a source water protection program?  
6. Is the applicant providing match in the form of in kind contributions (activities or services 

provided by the applicant), cash contributions, or a combination?  
 
Once on the list, grants will be funded based upon the application’s score and availability of grant funds. 
Once awards are granted, applicants will work with us to establish milestones and deliverables 
appropriate for the scope of work. 
 
Projects selected for funding must be initiated within 60 days of receiving notification from the 
department. If a project selected for funding is not initiated within 60 days of notification, the project 
will be considered vacated and funds originally allocated for the project will be returned to the funding 
pool and made available for other eligible projects. 
 
The staff contact for this grant program is Corina Hayes, Source Water Protection Program Lead. You 
can contact her at 360-236-3114 or corina.hayes@doh.wa.gov 
 
Additional information about this grant opportunity can be found at: 
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/SourceWater/LocalAssistanceGran
tProgram 
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