
The Site Assessments Program 
determines whether contaminants have 
potential health impacts, and makes 
recommendations to protect the health 
of communities. 

Site Assessments Program 

The Department of Health’s division of Environmental Public Health 

works to protect and improve the health of all people in Washington 

State by preventing and reducing exposures to toxic chemicals and other 

related health hazards in the environment. We work closely with local, 

state, federal and tribal agencies and other stakeholders to identify, 

evaluate and prevent harmful exposures. The Site Assessments Program 

uses the best available science to: 

 Produce public health assessments and health 

consultations, and provide technical assistance to inform 

agencies, tribes and communities about contaminants that may 

cause harmful health impacts. 

 Provide community education and outreach.  

Health Consultations 

Health consultations are initiated when community members or agencies have concerns about chemicals in 

the environment. Staff in the Site Assessments Program use information from environmental data, health 

data and community health concerns to evaluate and determine whether contact with chemicals in the 

environment is harmful to health. We use the results to make recommendations about how to protect and 

improve the health of communities. 

Health consultations include: 

 Evaluating the levels of contaminants released into the 

environmental from past or current practices. 

 Identifying potential health hazards that may result from 

exposure to contaminants. 

 Recommending actions agencies and communities can take to 

reduce or eliminate exposure to contaminants. 

Community Outreach and Education 

The Site Assessments Program shares information from health 

consultations with communities by:  

 Informing communities about potential environmental health 

hazards. 

 Explaining how community members could be exposed. 

 Sharing recommendations and actions to minimize exposure  

and protect health.  

We share information with communities in a variety of ways, including public meetings, factsheets, 

advisories and one-on-one conversations.

Site Assessments Program  
By the Numbers 

December 2014 to November 2015 

42 

The number of projects completed in 

response to requests from agencies 

and community members. 

20 

The number of different sites staff 

evaluated. 

11 

The number of different counties and 

tribes served. 
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The Site Assessments Program provided 
support to the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
to develop a culturally-tailored Shellfish 
Monitoring Plan for Port Gamble Bay. 

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) 

The Site Assessments Program completes health consultations under a cooperative agreement with the 

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). ATSDR is part of the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) and is the federal public health agency responsible for health issues related to 

hazardous waste sites.  

ATSDR serves the public by: 

 Using the best science. 

 Taking responsive public health actions. 

 Providing trusted health information to prevent harmful exposures and diseases related to toxic 

substances.  

Department of Health has had a cooperative agreement with ATSDR since 1989. As part of the ATSDR 

Partnerships to Promote Local Efforts to Reduce Environmental Exposure (APPLETREE) grant, ATSDR 

provides direct funds and services to support the Site Assessments Program.  

Spotlight: Safeguarding health and treaty rights in Port Gamble 

Opportunity: In 1995, the Pope and Talbot Saw Mill closed their doors 

after more than 100 years in operation. Past mill activities released 

chemicals into Port Gamble Bay and threatened the health of traditional 

fishing grounds for the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe. 

At the request of the Tribe, Department of Health completed a Public 

Health Assessment to determine potential health risks from eating 

shellfish from the bay. We concluded that eating shellfish from the bay at 

tribe-estimated subsistence rates could be harmful to the health of tribal 

members. We recommended monitoring shellfish during and after site 

clean-up to ensure efforts would protect health. 

Action: The Tribe decided to write and implement a Shellfish Monitoring 

Plan for Port Gamble Bay. They wanted to create a plan that would 

address the health concerns of the Tribe, protect treaty rights during site 

clean-up and provide data Department of Health needed for future health consultations. Working 

collaboratively, the final Shellfish Monitoring Plan outlined ways to provide meaningful information to both 

the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe and Department of Health. 

Impact: The Tribe presented their Shellfish Monitoring Plan at the 17th International Symposium on 

Toxicity Assessment in Bellingham, Washington in August 2015. Building off Department of Health’s initial 

Public Health Assessment, the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe created a culturally-tailored plan that will 

continue to provide necessary information to protect the health of tribal members and future shellfish 

harvesters in Port Gamble Bay. 

To learn more about the Site Assessments Program,  

Visit www.doh.wa.gov/consults or call 1-877-485-7316. 

  

http://www.doh.wa.gov/consults

