__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
Dear Mrs. or Ms. _______________,

Congratulations on your new baby. This is a special and important time for you and your baby. I’m writing this letter to tell you about hepatitis B, a serious liver disease for babies and adults. If a pregnant mother has hepatitis B, she may pass hepatitis B to her baby at birth. Some people may feel very sick and others may not feel sick at all. Even if you don’t feel sick, hepatitis B can remain in your body for a lifetime and cause ongoing liver damage. Since tests have shown that you have hepatitis B, you need to get your baby the care needed for your baby to be fully protected.
At birth or shortly after, your baby should have received two injections to prevent hepatitis B. One injection is the hepatitis B immune globulin (HBIG) and the other is the first of the hepatitis B vaccine series. 

For your child to be fully protected against hepatitis B, please make sure the following injections and blood test are done at the time listed in this letter. 

After you leave the hospital, please take your baby to your baby’s doctor or to ____________________________________________________ to get:   

· Injection #2 of the hepatitis B vaccine series when your baby is 1 or 2 months old
· Injection #3 of the hepatitis B vaccine series when your baby is at least 6 months old.

When your baby is between 9 and 18 months of age, your baby will need a blood test. Go to your baby’s doctor for this blood test or to ______________________. This blood test is important to show that your baby did not get hepatitis B and has protection against hepatitis B. 

Also, your other family and household members need to be tested for hepatitis B. They can get this blood test, and, if needed, injections at their doctor’s office or at ______________________. 
Enclosed is a booklet with more information about hepatitis B for you and your family to read. 

I will contact you soon to help with your hepatitis B health care needs. If you or your doctor has questions, please call me at ______________________. I look forward to helping you.  
Thank you,

Perinatal Hepatitis B Coordinator
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