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Providers may not use dormitory style refrigerators for storing vaccine. 
 

Dormitory style storage units have not been allowed for long-term vaccine storage since 2009.  
They were allowed for day use only if providers returned vaccine at the end of the day to a 
refrigerator that met the requirements for long-term storage. By the end of 2013, providers 
enrolled in the State Childhood Vaccine Program must stop using dormitory style storage units.   
 

Alternatives for Replacing Dorm Units: 

 Purchase a small under-counter laboratory grade or stand alone refrigerator for 
refrigerator stable vaccines. Purchase stand alone freezers for frozen vaccines.  

 Store vaccine for day use in the long-term storage unit.  
 

Recommendations for Appropriate Long-term Vaccine Storage Units: 

 Stand alone refrigerators and freezers 

 Laboratory grade refrigerators and freezers 

 Providers may use the refrigerator section of combination unit for refrigerator stable 
vaccines if the refrigerator and freezer compartments have separate insulated doors.  

 CDC does not recommend the use of the freezer unit of a combination 
refrigerator/freezer unit for frozen vaccines. The freezer unit does not reliably maintain 
cold enough temperatures for freezer stable vaccines.  

 

General Guidance for Vaccine Storage Units: 

 Refrigerators or freezers used for vaccine storage must be able to maintain required 
vaccine storage temperatures year-round; be large enough to hold the year's largest 
inventory; and be dedicated to the storage of vaccines. As always, food and beverages 
cannot be stored in a vaccine storage unit.  

 

By the end of 2013, no provider in the State Childhood Vaccine Program can use a dormitory 
style refrigerator for vaccine storage.   

 If a provider is using a dormitory style refrigerator at the time of a provider compliance 
site visit they will have 30 days to create and submit a corrective action plan. The State 
Department of Health will review the plan and work with the provider to ensure that 
the corrective action is completed in a timely manner. 

 Providers who don’t have a provider compliance site visit will be required to verify  in 
writing to the State Department of Health that they don’t use dormitory style units for 
any vaccine storage.   

 We will disenroll providers from the State Childhood Vaccine Program if they are using 
dormitory style units at the end of 2013. 
 

We are using a web based confirmation form for providers who do not get site visits in 2013. 
Go to http://tinyurl.com/dyp6opp and make a declaration that your practice is no longer using 
dormitory style refrigerators for vaccine storage. This confirmation form also includes a place to 
document completion of the required annual training for providers not receiving a site visit. 

http://tinyurl.com/dyp6opp

