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Charter for Prescription Opiate Morbidity and  
Mortality Prevention Workgroup 

 
Mission 
To foster collaborative prevention of unintentional prescription-type opiate morbidity and 
mortality in Washington State. 
 
Scope 
1. Share data and knowledge among workgroup members and the public to promote better 

understanding of the full breadth of the problem. 
2. Develop methods to collect data, establish measures, and track progress on reducing 

deaths, addiction treatment admissions, hospitalizations, emergency department visits and 
teen abuse. 

3. Promote and support the implementation and evaluation of an electronic Prescription 
Monitoring Program in Washington State. 

4. Develop and disseminate educational materials for:  
a. Health care providers, patients and advocates 
b. Policy makers 
c. Public 

1. Pain patients 
2. Families with children in which prescription opiates are used/stored 
3. Drug abusers 

 
Short-term Actions 
1. Develop one or more fact sheets for various targeted audiences. 
2. Monitor implementation of the Prescription Monitoring Program, provide informal 

feedback to program manager and assist with develop educational materials for health 
care practitioners and the general public.   

3. Promote and support evaluation of practice guidelines for providers treating chronic, non-
cancer pain patients with opioids in order to ensure both effectiveness and patient safety. 

4. Devise possible methods to reduce emergency department visits for chronic pain and 
requests for opioid medication refill. 

5. Devise possible methods to increase educational opportunities and recommendations for 
health care providers for pain management. 

6. Promote efforts toward collecting more information about those who die of prescription-
type opiate overdose including but not limited to source of drugs, and patient history. 

7. Investigate other demand management and diversion control strategies, including but not 
limited to electronic prescriptions, pharmaceutical take back programs, and medication 
lock boxes. 
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Members of the Workgroup  Organization 
1. Dan Connolly   Board of Pharmacy 
2. Darrell Owens  Nursing Quality Commission 
3. Linda Batch  Nursing Quality Commission 
4. Abdul Alkezweeny Dental Quality Assurance Commission 
5. Les Burger Medical Quality Assurance Commission 
6. Anjan Sen  Medical Quality Assurance Commission 
7. Larry Smith Board of Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery 
8. Diana Yu   Thurston and Mason Counties 
9. Randy Moeller  Group Health Olympia Medical Director 
10. Jeff Walker  St. Peters Emergency Department 
11. Doug Busch  Choice Regional Health Network 
12. Gary Franklin Labor & Industries 
13. Jaymie Mai  Labor & Industries 
14. Hal Stockbridge  Labor & Industries 
15. Simone Javaher  Labor & Industries 
16. Nancy Fisher  Health Care Authority 
17. Nancy Hite  Health Care Authority 
18. Bill Hurley  Washington Poison Control Center 
19. Thomas Martin UW – Emergency Medicine 
20. Richard Harruff  King County Medical Examiner  
21. Sally Aiken Spokane County Medical Examiner 
22. Phyllis Coolen  DSHS, HRSA 
23. Scott Best  DSHS, HRSA 
24. Trang Kuss  DSHS, HRSA 
25. Dan Dowler  DSHS, HRSA  
26. Jeff Thompson DSHS, HRSA  
27. Doug Allen  DSHS, DASA 
28. David Albert  DSHS, DASA 
29. Joanna Arlow  WA Assoc Sheriffs & Police Chiefs 
30. Caleb Banta-Green  UW-Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute 
31. Joseph Merrill UW Harborview Medical Center 
32. Chris Johnson  Attorney General’s Office 
33. Mike Meehan Seattle Police Dept., Narcotics Section 
34. Carol Owens  Community, Trade & Economic Dev 
35. Jason Moulton  Safeway 
36. Dixie Grunenfelder  Superintendent of Public Instruction 
37. Darin Neven  Sacred Heart Consistent Care Program 
38. Linda Marsh   Sacred Heart Consistent Care Program 
39. Renee Hunter Together for Drug Free Youth 
 
Department of Health
1. Kathy Schmitt 
2. Janet Kastl 
3. Steve Saxe 
4. Karen Jensen 
5. Maxine Hayes 
6. Patti Rathbun 
7. Sofia Aragon 

8. Blake Maresh 
9. Kristi Weeks  
10. Lisa Salmi 
11. Chris Baumgartner 


