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Chapter 246-272A WAC
Protects public health by minimizing:
• The potential for exposure to sewage from on-site 

sewage systems

• Adverse effects of discharges from on-site sewage 
systems on ground and surface waters
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Chapter 246-272A WAC
Regulates on-site sewage systems (OSS):
• Location

• Design

• Installation

• Operation

• Maintenance

• Monitoring

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to achieve effective long term sewage treatment and effluent dispersal; and limit the discharge of contaminants to waters of the state.
Flows less than 3,500 gallons per day.
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Chapter 246-272A WAC
Local Health Jurisdiction (LHJ) requirement:
• Local rules must be reviewed by DOH

• If no local rules, Chapter 246-272A WAC in effect

LHJ action (as of August 2009):
• Local rules adopted and approved – 22

• State rule adopted by reference – 2

• Defer to Chapter 246-272A WAC – 11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thurston County is nearly complete ~ should be done by November 2009.
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Evaluation Required
WAC 246-272A-0425 requires DOH to:
• Evaluate the effectiveness of the rule every four years

• Determine if revisions are needed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WAC 246-272A-0425:  “The department shall review this chapter to evaluate the effectiveness of the rules and determine areas where revisions may be necessary.  The department will provide results of their review along with their recommendations to the state board of health and all local health officers by September 2009 and every four years thereafter.”
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2009 Evaluation Process
• DOH staff review
• Online survey created and sent to:

• LHJs

• Technical Advisory Committee (DOH)

• On-site Wastewater Treatment System Advisory 
Committee (Department of Licensing)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Still need comments from LOSS, Stuart, John, What should we say about Ecology?.. We didn’t get their input.
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DOH Issues
• No review process for some emerging 

technologies

• Some language unclear

• Funding  for LHJ management plans insufficient

• Need better messaging around importance of 
operation and maintenance (O&M)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No review process for emerging technologies – greywater systems; drainfield remediation
Remediation Technologies – SBOH Directive to develop rule for all remediation processes when resources available.  Remediation guidance completed – may be used until rules in place.   CR101 filed but no further action  *Petition to SBOH from Lt. Governor and in a letter from a number of legislators  *Remediation guideline – input from manufacturers, LHJs, and the on-site wastewater industry.
Funding for LHJs to implement their OSS management plans has been a challenge for LHJs
Public’s concern with O&M – Improved and consistent messaging is needed; need to research statewide certification for O&M providers
We have identified a few minor errors and recognize that the language is unclear in some places, however, the current rules are well thought out and certainly meet their intent.  In fact they are recognized as some of the best in the country!  Many states have copied Washington’s rules.
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Survey Responses
• 100% of LHJs responded

• Majority believe the rule is effective
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• Rule requirements meet intent of the rule

• Rule effectively regulates the location, design, 
and installation of systems

• Some unclear language

• O&M – vague language presents challenges in 
implementation, differences in approaches

Survey – Key Issues

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Different counties have different needs and to have a statewide law that covers every contingency is not possible.  We know that there are issues with the rule across the state (too strict, not strict enough) but are happy to see that in general, the rules are effective.
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Conclusions
• DOH does not recommend revising the rule at 

this time

• Chapter 246-272A WAC is effective in 
protecting public health and the waters of the 
state

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s important to recognize that most of the rules related to design have only been used for a couple of years.
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Next Steps
• Continue to provide technical assistance to LHJs 

in implementing the rule

• Assist at the national level in preparing standards 
for evaluating new technologies

• As resources allow, work on remediation 
technology rule 

• Evaluate again in 4 years
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