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Description: The Office of Healthy Communities prevents disease and optimizes health status throughout the lives of our residents. We make the healthy choice the easy choice in our communities, workplaces, healthcare settings, and schools. We improve access to quality services, healthy eating, active living, and a tobacco-free environment by implementing policies, systems, and environmental changes. Because poverty and low education levels significantly impact health outcomes, we work toward reducing health disparities in populations disproportionately impacted by providing leadership and coordination statewide. 
The Office of Healthy Communities consists of five sections: 

· Access and Care Coordination
· Community Based Prevention

· Partnership, Planning, Policy, and Operations

· Practice Improvement

· Surveillance and Evaluation
Mission/Purpose: Lead and support the development of healthy people and communities by promoting policies and healthy behaviors and working with health systems to maximize health throughout the life course.
Target Population: Residents of the state of Washington and their communities
	Major Functions
	Major Issues


	· Prevent disease, injuries, and adverse childhood experiences.
· Improve the quality, outcomes, and affordability of health care.
· Enhance people’s ability to make healthier choices.
· Perform assessment activities to improve health outcomes.
· Provide outreach, linkage to services, and case management. 

· Provide training and technical assistance on health systems and initiatives.
· Generate and disseminate data to guide and support implementation of strategies with the greatest impact. 
· Promote:

· Health equity.
· Healthy eating, active living and tobacco-free environment.
· Optimal mental health and healthy relationships.
· Safe and healthy communities.
· Healthy physical growth and cognitive development.
· Sexually responsible adolescents and adults.
· Quality screening, identification, intervention, and care coordination.
	· State and local programs must prepare for their role in federal health care reform.
· Build support for prevention versus treatment as it saves money and lives.
· Focus on common risk factors and the socio-economic environment rather than specific diseases. 
· Federal and state funding decreases will reduce capacity to meet the population’s needs.
· Growing numbers of people needing services.
· Access to care continues to be a problem for Medicaid eligible and uninsured populations.
· Scarce government funds make it increasingly important to establish partnerships with private organizations.
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	Budget: For the 2011-13 Biennium, the Office of Healthy Communities budget is $103.9 million.  This consists of General Fund State (29 percent), Federal (66 percent), Fund 319 – Public Health Supplemental Account (3 percent) funding from outside organizations to support Breast and Cervical Health and Patient-Centered Medical Home, less than one percent from Inter-Agency Reimbursement funding from other state agencies and General Fund Local from outside organizations to support Patient-Centered Medical Home, and one percent for Youth Tobacco Prevention Account.  The office has 115 full time and project staff.  Staff is located in Tumwater, Shoreline and Kent.
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Allotments by Fund Type

2011-13 Biennium

Total = $103,850,000
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For persons with disabilities, this document is available on request in other formats. To submit a request, please call 1-800-525-0127 (TDD/TTY 1-800-833-6388).
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