Adolescent
Pregnancy-

Definition: Adolescent pregnancies are estimated by
adding together reported births, induced abortions,
and fetal losses for women ages 15-17 years.
Spontaneous abortions (miscarriages) occurring prior
to 20 weeks gestation are not included because there
is no way of accurately estimating them.

Publicly funded services to address Adolescent
Pregnancy are described in Family Planning and
Teen Pregnancy Prevention

Key Findings

= Washington’s adolescent pregnancy rate
in 2006 was 27.6 per 1,000 women ages
15-17 years. This represented 3,728
pregnancies. The most recent national
data is the 2004 adolescent pregnancy
rate of 41.5 per 1,000.>?

= Washington’s adolescent pregnancy rate
was less than half the 1990 rate of 57.9
per 1,000 women ages 15-17.1°

= Approximately 55% of adolescent
pregnancies resulted in live births for a
total of 2,062 births in 2006. The
Washington adolescent birth rate was
15.2 per 1,000 women in 2006, compared
to the national rate of 22.0 per 1,000
women ages 15-17 years."*

= Reliable data on adolescent abortions by
race and ethnicity are not available, so
adolescent birth rates by race and
ethnicity are presented here. Adolescent
birth rates are significantly higher in
Blacks, American Indian/Alaska Natives,
and Hispanics compared to Whites and
Asian/Pacific Islanders.”

= The Healthy People 2010 objective is for
no more than 43 pregnancies per 1,000
women 15-17 years old. Washington
initially met this objective in 1998 and
has surpassed it every year since 1998.*
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County 1*

Adolescent Pregnancy ( Ages 15-17)
WA County Data
Vital Statistics, 2004-2006

Adams
Yakima
Franklin
Grant

Skagit

Grays Harbor |
Walla Walla |

Pacific ——F——=—H33

Mason ———F+ 33

Cowlitz | ‘ 1 32

Benton ) — 30
Okanogan [—————F3129

Chelan ——"F+ 19
WASTATE [ 28

Douglas ——== 27

Whatcom ————p 27,
Lewis ———+ 26,
Spokane I 26 !
Asotin ——F—3—126
Clallam ———=— 25,
King |
Snohomish
Stevens
Klickitat
Kitsap
Thurston
Clark
Jefferson
Kittitas
Island

Pend Oreille
Whitman
Columbia* |
Ferry* |
Garfield |
Lincoln* |
San Juan* |
Skamania* |
Wahkiakum* |

Rate per 1,000 females 15-17

* Rates not presented If case count less than 6 or relative

standard error > 30%

D Significantly different from state

rate based on z-score test, p<.05
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Endnotes

a.

In this section, adolescents are 15-17 year olds. Analysis was
restricted to 15-17 year olds because they are school age.
Pregnancy among women younger than 15 is a rare event and
women older than 17 are at a lower risk for poor birth
outcomes.

Significance is based on Z-score significance test.
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