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Pesticide-related illness/injury
Handlers vs. Other Ag Workers
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Handlers Other Ag WKkrs

(n =167) (n = 184)
% male 98 % 61%
% Hispanic 82% 89%
Preferred 73% 82%
language=Spanish
Age (median, range) 33 (16-74) 32 (14-65)
Task when exposed Mostly (75%) Harvesting,
applying Thinning
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Crop Type

« Half of all workers
were exposed to
pesticides applied In
fruit orchards (apples,
cherries, pears, other)

Other are grapes,
potatoes, corn, hops,
nurseries, alfalfa (one
large Incident)
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Type of equipment involved in reported cases Is
mostly tractor-pulled ground sprayers like the
orchard air blast sprayer.
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Alir blast
sprayer
applying
dormant
spray
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Prevention — Target groups

Handlers Other Workers
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Prevention

Outreach Messages
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Interview tools
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Contributing Factors ldentified

Handlers

Posting or notification didn’t occur. 2
People were exposed in the treated area during application. 1
Structure not adequately ventilated before allowing people to re-enter. 1
Early re-entry. 0

Spill or splash (not involving equipment failure) 10
Product not stored properly / within reach of children. 0
Decontamination not adequate or timely. 11
Misuse of a pesticide. 0

Other label violations identified.

Drift. 3
Other. 5
Unknown. 15




Why are Handlers being exposed?

Type of PPE problem
Missing proper eye PPE
Missing other required PPE
PPE worn incorrectly, poorly

maintained

(7
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40
41
29
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Missing eye PPE — Handlers (n = 42)
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Eye protection - training messages

Workers Emplovers

 If cleaning/fixing, setting e Must check for PPE

up, need handler’'s PPE. compliance, must provide
PPE (youth, language
o Goggles protect better barriers).
than safety glasses
EPA

e Accidents happen -
Protect your eyes Label language
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Other required PPE not worn —
handlers (n = 41)
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Why not wearing gloves? (n=28)
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Why not wearing respirator? (n=15)
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Gloves, respirators not worn —
training messages

Workers Employers
* Gloves usually e Must provide PPE
required. Check label. and full training and
supervision when
 Keep PPE for ALL PPE required.

handlers tasks.

e Check for correct
glove type.
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PPE In poor repair, not maintained,
not worn correctly (n = 29)
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Respirators — training messages
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Contributing Factors ldentified Other Wkrs

)

Structure not adequately ventilated before allowing people to re-
enter.

Required eye protection not worn.

Other required PPE not worn.

PPE in poor repair, not maintained, not worn correctly.

Spill or splash (not involving equipment failure)

Product not stored properly / within reach of children.

Decontamination not adequate or timely.

Misuse of a pesticide.
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Other label violations identified.

N

Equipment failure.

Applicator not properly trained and/or supervised. 7
Other. 7
Unknown. 7




Pesticide drift (n = 100 cases)

* Includes two incidents with 12 and 46 workers.
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Prevention of drift cases

Employers
* Notify adjacent farms
when spraying
perimeter blocks

e Coordinate on farm
communication

Handlers

e Watch for work crews
and irrigators

Workers between sprayers and
o If feel drift, tell workers
supervisor, leave e EPA
area, decon. .

e Guidance on safe
distance from air blast
sprayer
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Early Re-entry — Other Workers
(n = 20)
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Prevention early Re-Entry
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Male Hispanic handlers working In
tree fruit (in Spanish).
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Male and female Hispanic field
workers (in Spanish)
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Employers
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Prevention planned
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Thank you
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