
Will you work for an 
agency or facility 

operated, licensed, or 
certified by the State of 

Washington?

Will you have a Private 
Practice?

You may not qualify for 
one of the new 

professions

Do you have at least a 
masters degree in marriage 

and family therapy, 
behavioral sciences, mental 
health counseling, or social 

work?

Have you had your RC 
credential for 5 consecutive 
years since obtaining your 

MA degree?

This allows you to become a 
LMHC, LMFT, LASW, or 

LICSW without the 
documentation of your 

postgraduate supervised 
experience. *

Exception Process

*You will still be required 
to complete the National 
Examination as required 

by the profession.

LMHC – Associate
LMFT – Associate
LASW – Associate
LICSW - Associate

Agency Affiliated 
Counselor

Chemical 
Dependency 
Professional 

Trainee

Do you have an associate of 
arts degree in a counseling 
related field?  Your degree 

program must have included 
a supervised internship.

Do you have a bachelors 
degree in a counseling 

related field or have you had 
your Registered Counselor 

credential for a total of 5 
years?

Certified Adviser

Certified 
Counselor

 RC – Registered Counselor
LMHC – Licensed Mental Health Counselor
LMFT – Marriage and Family Therapist
LASW – Licensed Advanced Social Worker
LICSW – Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker

Start

Do you plan to become a 
certified chemical 

dependency professional

Yes Yes

No No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes Yes

Yes

No

No


	Page-1�

