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Biennial Report
of
the Disciplinary Process

This is the biennial report of disciplinary actions for health care professions regulated under the
Uniform Disciplinary Act (UDA - RCW 18.130.310). It Is made up of summary charts to illustrate
the activity, followed by the numbers themselves, and a short glossary to explain terms for each
set of data. At the end of the report are the recommendations of the boards for improvements in
the disciplinary process. More detailed data is available upon request.

The three sets of data attached describe the activity of complaints against licensed health care
professionals within the state of Washington. Since this report has been prepared for submission
to the legislature prior to the end of the biennlum, the data are for the first 23 months of the bien-
nium only.

The first table indicates the number of cases processed in each stage of the disciplinary process.
Please keep in mind that it is possible for a case to appear more than once in either the Hearings
or the Compliance stage. The humbers for these stages indicate the number of total actions, so,
for example, if a professional has both an informal hearing and a formal hearing, they have been
counted as having two hearings.

The second table indicates the percentage of complaints for each professlion which fall into four
general categories. It is possible for a single complaint to have one to several allegations. For ex-
ample, if a professional is accused of malpractice and drug use, they will have complaints in both
the "Impairment, Drugs/Alcohol" category and the “Incompsetence, Negligence, Malpractice"
category.

The third table provides statistics to illustrate the average number of allegations per complaint.

Finally, the fourth table indicates the action(s) taken on cases. Again the possibilities have been
broken into a few broad categories.
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Glossary
for
Actions

Dismissed:
Cases dismissed for any reason, including insufficient evidence and lack of jurisdiction.

Revoked:
Cases In which the licensee had his or her license revoked.

Suspended:
Cases In which the licensee had his or her license suspended.

Probation:
Cases in which the licensee had his or her privilege to practice placed on probation.

Other:
Cases in which the punishment was other than one of the above, includes fines, reprimands,

and Cease and Desist orders.
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Glossary
for
Allegations

Impairment:

The percent of allegations which were concerned with elther drug/alcohol or mental/physical
impairment of practice.

Unprofessional Conduct:
The percent of allegations which were concerned with conduct which is unprofessional as
defined by the UDA. May be any one of several different specific allegations.

Incompetence, Negligence, Malpractice:
The percent of allegations which were concerned with behavior which could be considered
as malpractice.

Unlicensed Practice:
The percent of allegations which dealt with the unlicensed practice of a regulated profession.
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Allegations Against

PROFESSION

Acupuncturist Physician Assistant
Certified Acupuncturist
Chiropractic

Dental Hygienist

Dentist

Dietician

Dispensing Optician

Naturopath (Drugless Therapeutics)
Funeral Directors/Embalmers
Health Care Assistant
Hypnotherapist

Marriage & Famil Counselor
Massage

Medical Disciplinary

Medical Examining

Mental Health Counselor
Midwifery

Nursing Assistant

Nursing Home Administrator
Nursing Pool

Nutritionist

Occupational Therapist
Occupational Therapist Assistant
Ocularist

Optometry

Osteopath

Osteopathic Acupuncturist Physician
Physical Therapy

Physician’s Assistant

Podietrist

Practical Nurse

Psychology

Radiation Technologist
Registered Counselor

Registered Nurse

Respiratory Therapist
Veterinarian

TOTAL

Licensees 7/1/87 to 5/31/89 (All Figures are %)

Impairment
Drugs Mental
Alcohol Physical

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
1.57 0.00
0.00 9.09
2.24 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
42.86 0.00
0.65 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 .00
0.00 0.00
3.33 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
25.74 4.41
1.01 0.00
18.35 7.87
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
6.17 1.63

Unprof.
Conduct
50.00
100.00
98.43
81.82
53.06

100.00
85.71
100.00

57.14
34.30
20.00

85.7

0.00

80.00

75.00
91.67

94.364
100.00
100.00
44 .85
91.92

53.93
100.00
68.09
60.34

Incompentence

Negligence

Malpractice
50.00
0.00
0.00
9.09
34 .49

0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
62.78
0.00

14.29

100.00

20.00

25.00
5.00

5.66
0.00
0.00
22.06
7.07

16.85
0.00
.9
27.55

Unlicensed
Practice
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
10.20

0.00
14.29
0.00

0.00
2.27
80.00

0.00
.00

o

00
.00
.00
.94
.00
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