Washington State Rural Health Plan – updated December 22, 2005

Table 2: Critical Access Hospitals meeting federal distance criteria and state necessary provider criteria
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Cascade Medical Center 817 Commercial St, Leavenworth, WA 98826 Wenatchee Valley Hospital 21.60 no 18.9 2.70 no yes

Columbia Basin Hospital 200 Southeast Blvd, Ephrata, WA 98823 Quincy Valley Medical Center 18.88 yes 18.3 0.58 no yes

Coulee Community Hospital 411 Fortuyn Rd, Grand Coulee, WA 99133 Okanogan Douglas Hospital 50.32 yes 45.5 4.82 yes yes

Dayton General Hospital 1012 S 3rd St, Dayton, WA 99328 St Mary Medical Center 32.22 yes 20.5 11.72 no yes

Deer Park Hospital 1015 E D St, Deer Park, WA 99006 Holy Family Hospital 18.27 yes 15.9 2.37 no yes

East Adams Rural Hospital 903 S Adams St, Ritzville, WA 99169 Odessa Memorial Healthcare Center 33.41 yes 31.7 1.71 no yes

Enumclaw Community Hospital 1450 Battersby Ave, Enumclaw, WA 98022 Auburn Regional Medical Center 16.00 yes 7.2 8.80 no yes

Ferry County Memorial Hospital 36 Klondike Rd, Republic, WA 99166 North Valley Hospital 47.40 yes 43.1 4.30 yes yes

Forks Community Hospital 530 Bogachiel Way, Forks, WA 98331 Olympic Memorial Hospital 57.61 yes 55.4 2.21 yes yes

Garfield County Hospital 66 6th St, Pomeroy, WA 99347 Tri-State Memorial Hospital 31.11 yes 29.1 2.01 no yes

Jefferson General Hospital 834 Sheridan St, Port Townsend, WA 98368 Olympic Memorial Hospital 44.74 yes 44 0.74 yes yes

Kittitas Valley Community Hospital 603 S Chestnut St, Ellensburg, WA 98926 Yakima Regional Hospital 36.74 yes 31.3 5.44 yes yes

Klickitat Valley Hospital 310 S Roosevelt Ave, Goldendale, WA 98620 Mid-Columbia Medical Center 33.77 yes 28.6 5.17 no yes

Lake Chelan Community Hospital 503 E Highland Ave, Chelan, WA 98816 Okanogan Douglas Hospital 26.85 yes 26 0.85 no yes

Lincoln Hospital 10 Nichols St Davenport, WA 99122 Deaconess Medical Center 35.13 yes 33.9 1.23 yes yes

Lourdes Medical Center 520 N 4th Ave, Pasco, WA 99301 Kennewick General Hospital 3.41 no 0 3.41 no yes

Mark Reed 322 S Birch St, McCleary, WA 98557 Capital Medical Center 17.88 no 13.9 3.98 no yes

Mason General Hospital 901 Mountain View Drive, Shelton, WA 98584 Capital Medical Center 20.28 no 16.3 3.98 no yes

Mid-Valley Hospital 810 Jasmine St, Omak, 98841 North Valley Hospital 25.52 yes 22.7 2.82 no yes

Morton General Hospital 521 Adams Ave, Morton, WA 98356 Providence Centralia Hospital 44.98 yes 43.6 1.38 yes yes

Mt Carmel Hospital 982 E Columbia Ave, Colville, WA 99114 St Joseph's Hospital 22.74 yes 22 0.74 no yes

Newport Community Hospital 714 Pine St W, Newport, WA 99156 Deer Park Hospital 29.34 yes 23.2 6.14 no yes

North Valley Hospital 203 S Western Ave, Tonasket, WA 98855 Mid-Valley Hospital 25.52 yes 22.7 2.82 no yes

Ocean Beach Hospital 174 1st Ave N, Ilwaco, WA, 98624 Columbia Memorial Hospital 17.20 yes 15.3 1.90 no yes

Odessa Memorial Healthcare Center 502 E Amende Dr, Odessa, WA 99159 East Adams Rural Hospital 33.41 yes 31.7 1.71 no yes

Okanogan Douglas Hospital 507 Hospital Way, Brewster, WA 98812 Lake Chelan Community Hospital 26.85 yes 26 0.85 no yes

Othello Community Hospital 315 N 14th Ave, Othello, WA 99344 Samaritan Hospital 25.47 yes 23.8 1.67 no yes

Prosser Memorial Hospital 723 Memorial St, Prosser, WA 99350 Sunnyside Community Hospital 17.04 no 13.9 3.14 no yes

Pullman Regional Hospital 1125 NE Washington St, Pullman, WA 99163 Gritman Medical Center 9.01 no 8.4 0.61 no yes

Quincy Valley Medical Center 908 10th Ave SW, Quincy, WA 98848 Columbia Basin Hospital 18.88 yes 18.3 0.58 no yes

Skyline Hospital 211 Skyline Dr, White Salmon, WA 98672 Providence Hood River Memorial Hospital 5.03 no 0.3 4.73 no yes

Snoqualmie Valley Hospital 9575 Ethan Wade Way SE, Snoqualmie, WA 98065 Overlake Hospital Medical Center 21.51 no 19.3 2.21 no yes

St Joseph's Hospital 500 E Webster Ave, Chewelah 99109 Mt Carmel Hospital 22.74 yes 22 0.74 no yes

Sunnyside Community Hospital 1016 Tacoma Ave, Sunnyside, WA 98944 Prosser Memorial Hospital 16.94 no 13.3 3.64 no yes

Tristate Memorial Hospital 1119 Highland Ave, Clarkston, WA 99403 St Joseph Regional Medical Center 2.75 no 0.8 1.95 no yes

United General Hospital 2000 Hospital Dr, Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 Skagit Valley Hospital 8.30 no 0.2 8.10 no yes

Whidbey General Hospital 101 N Main St, Coupeville, WA 98239 Island Hospital 29.59 yes 16.4 13.19 no yes

Whitman Hospital & Medical Center 1200 W Fairview St, Colfax, WA 99111 Pullman Regional Hospital 16.92 yes 12.6 4.32 no yes

Willapa Harbor Hospital 800 Alder St,South Bend,WA 98586 Grays Harbor Community Hospital 32.18 yes 29.4 2.78 no yes


Sources: 

Original federal distance criteria

Documented in the Washington State Rural Health Plan approved by the federal Health Care Financing Administration, June 1999:

“located at least 35 miles from another hospital (15 miles if it is mountainous terrain or areas with only secondary roads –

Primary road means an interstate freeway or state divided highway as shown on a Washington State Highways map as determined by the Washington State Department of Transportation

Secondary road means other state highway or selected local road as shown on a Washington State Highways map (single, solid red or black line) as determined by the Washington State Department of Transportation. In the case of a rural hospital located on a combination of primary and secondary roads, if the majority of the road distance is a secondary road, the whole distance will be considered as secondary.”

Revised federal distance criteria

Per revised interpretive guidelines issued by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services November 14, 2005:

“Mountainous Terrain. There are many locations that are called mountains that are not considered mountainous terrain. These may be foothills or ancient worn down mountains that do not have the fundamental characteristics of mountainous terrain. It is not uncommon for roads through mountainous areas to travel through valleys, over areas of high elevation, over high plateaus and other areas that do not have the characteristics of “mountainous terrain”. Being located at the foot of a mountain, or being able to view mountains from the CAH does not, in and of itself, mean the CAH is located in “mountainous terrain”.  Slope and ruggedness of terrain, together with absolute altitude determine many of the fundamental characteristics of mountainous terrain. For the purposes of this regulation, to be considered located in mountainous terrain the CAH must comply with all of the following criteria:

- The CAH must be located in a mountain range (being located within a mountain range, in and of itself, does not mean a CAH is located in mountainous terrain);

- The CAH, or portions of the road to the nearest hospital or CAH, must be located at an elevation above 3000 feet and the travel route is regularly or seasonally subjected to weather-related hazardous driving conditions, such as poor visibility, slippery roads, or snow-covered roads resulting in slow driving speeds, required use of snow chains, or road closures. (Being located at a high elevation, in and of itself, does not constitute “mountainous terrain”);

- The roads on the travel route must be considered as traveling through mountainous terrain by the State Department of Transportation;

- The travel roads consist of extensive sections of roads with grades greater than 5 percent, and/or consists of continuous abrupt and frequent changes in elevation or direction. (These roads typically have frequent areas of low speed limits (15-25 mph) and many warning signs denoting sharp curves, steep grades, and frequent changes in direction. Roads through mountainous terrain usually display frequent benching and side hill excavation); and

- The safe speed limit on the travel route to the nearest hospital/CAH is less than 45 mph.
When calculating the mountainous terrain travel distance to the nearest hospital/CAH, subtract the total of the distances represented by those sections of the travel route that are not considered “mountainous terrain.” travel routes that are not considered mountainous terrain include:

- Those sections of the travel route of at least 1 mile in length, where the safe driving speed limit is 45 mph or greater, do not count toward the 15-mile mountainous terrain distance; and 

- Those sections of the travel route of at least 1 mile in length, where the roads on the travel route have grades less than 5 percent and/or do not have frequent, abrupt changes in direction or elevation are not considered mountainous terrain and do not count toward the 15-mile mountainous terrain distance.

Definition of a Primary Road. A primary road is an interstate highway, a U.S. highway, an expressway, an intrastate highway, a State-divided highway with two or more lanes each way, or any road with at least two contiguous miles with a speed limit of 45 mph or greater.

Definition of a Secondary Road. A secondary road is any state or local road, paved or unpaved, that does not meet the definition of “primary road” as herein stated.

A CAH meets the 15-mile secondary road distance requirement when the CAH is located less than 35 miles, but more than 15 miles, from a hospital or another CAH and at least one section of the shortest route to the nearest hospital or CAH consists of more than 15 miles of continuous uninterrupted secondary roads.

Travel distance is measured using the driving distance on the shortest possible route on federal, state or local roads. The distance requirement is not limited to the State boundaries. The distance requirement applies to ANY hospital or CAH, regardless of State boundary lines.”

For a copy of the November 14, 2005 transmittal, go to http://www.doh.wa.gov/hsqa/ocrh/CAH/new_definition.pdf
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Questions? Contact Beverly Court at 360-236-2809 or beverly.court@doh.wa.gov
